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The view that China has become increasingly assertive
under President Xi Jinping is now a common trope in
academic and media discourse. However, until the end of Xi
Jinping’s first term in March 2018, China had been relatively
restrained in its use of coercive economic measures. This is

puzzling given the conventional belief among scholars and 7
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diplomatic and military/paramilitary action.
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systematic investigation into the ways in which Chinese
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