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Legal practice is not just a matter of text-
based, normative argumentation. It is also a
material and bodily reality, which can be
studied from aesthetic or artistic
perspectives. Examples are legal architecture,
paratextual elements, audiovisual
representations or performances in law.
Within legal argumentation, aesthetics also
plays a significant role, as a matter of style or
as an independent argument (e.g. in cultural
heritage law). Several techniques used by
artists are also employed by lawyers – albeit
often implicit, e.g. in the construction of
stories and characters. At the same time, law
often figures in artistic productions, such as
theatre plays, movies, novels, paintings or
sculptures. Studying the relation between
law, aesthetics and art requires multi- and
interdisciplinary approaches.
We therefore welcome manuscripts that
transcend traditional disciplinary
boundaries. We also welcome books that
experiment with different styles of writing,
e.g. through scripts or autobiographical
stories or submissions that include images or
QR links to audiovisuals or films. Finally, we
welcome books that focus on the use of art
and aesthetics in legal education, or on the
use of law in teaching in the humanities.
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Series Editors: 
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Geographical scope: 
Global

Chronological scope:
Current dialogues as well as historical

discussions
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  Potential themes of future volumes: 

Law and theatre: volumes on the
theatrical aspects of law and vice
versa, the emergence of law in theatre
Legal architecture: volumes on how
law ‘finds its place’ in buildings
Legal education through art: the use of
theatre, literature, visual arts in legal
education
Law in the arts: how law appears in for
example theatre, literature, visual arts
Aesthetic argumentation in law: what
is the role of aesthetics in legal
argumentation? How can aesthetics be
used as a tool to analyse legal
discourse and legal practices?
Law and film: how is law represented
in film? What can film and film studies
bring to legal discourse? What is the
relation between ‘saying’ and
‘showing’?
Performative aspects of law -

Constructing and deconstructing law
with the help of art
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