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Empire in the Sixteenth-Empire in the Sixteenth-
century Ibero-Atlantic Worldcentury Ibero-Atlantic World
A New Perspective on the History of Modern
Science

About Exploration, Religion andAbout Exploration, Religion and
Empire in the Sixteenth-centuryEmpire in the Sixteenth-century
Ibero-Atlantic WorldIbero-Atlantic World
The Iberian conquest of the Atlantic at the beginning
of the sixteenth century had a notable impact on the
formation of the new world order in which Christian
Europe claimed control over most a considerable part
of the planet. This was possible thanks to the
confluence of different and inseparable factors: the
development of new technical capacities and favorable
geographical conditions in which to navigate the great
oceans; the Christian mandate to extend the faith; the
need for new trade routes; and an imperial
organization aspiring to global dominance. The author
explores new methods for approaching old
historiographical problems of the Renaissance — such
as the discovery and conquest of America, the birth of
modern science, and the problem of Eurocentrism —
now in reference to actors and regions scarcely visible
in the complex history of modern Europe: the ships,
the wind, the navigators, their instruments, their gods,
saints, and demons.
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Universidad de los Andes, Bogota, Colombia. His
research has focused on the relationship between
science, technology and politics in imperial and
colonial contexts.

  
I S BNI S BN
e - I S BNe - I S BN
BI S ACBI S AC
BI CBI C

Maritime Humanities, 1400-1800
Nov 2021
340 pages, 70 Illustrations, black & white
Hardback
156.0 x 234.0 mm
€119.00 / £108.00 / $140.00

 
978 94 6372 531 6

978 90 485 4454 7
HIS045000 / HIS057000 / TEC009010

HBLH / RGV / TBX

KEY W O R D SKEY W O R D S
Science, technology, empire, navigation, cartography,
Iberian Science, Eurocentrism

 

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

To pre-order this book visit To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nlwww.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com

file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.aup.nl
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.btpubservices.com


TABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgments 
Index of illustrations 
Introduction 
The New World and the problem of Eurocentrism 
Science and empire 
Summary of the chapters in this book 
1. The Iberian Peninsula and the Atlantic 
Portugal and Spain 
Winds, currents and sailing ships in the Atlantic 
Gold, silver, slaves, souls and a thousand kinds of trees 
2. The imperial bureaucracy and the appropriation of the New World 
Seville and the Casa de Contratación
The universal monarchy 
3. The piloto mayor: cosmography and the art of navigation 
The post of piloto mayor: seamanship and cartography 
The navigation manuals 
Manuals for the empire 
Publications, dissemination and secrecy 
Humanism and the classics 
Experience and authority 
Man against the sea: shipwrecks and meteorology 
Routes and chorographic descriptions: The New World within the new 
global order 
4. Machines of the empire 
The ships 
Shipbuilding 
War and artillery 
Navigational instruments 
The Astrolabe 
The Cross-staff 
The Marinerʼs Compass 
Time and clocks 
The sounding or plumb line 
The navigation charts 
Astronomical tables 
Instruments, measurements, precision and standardization 
The crew 
The Captain or Admiral 
The Pilot 
The Shipmaster (maestre) and Quartermaster (contramaestre) 
The boatswain (guardián) 
The Ordinary Seamen (marineros) 
Midshipmen (grumetes) and Cabin boys (pajes) 

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

To pre-order this book visit To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nlwww.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com

file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.aup.nl
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.btpubservices.com


The carpenter, steward, cooper and cook 
The scribe, master-at-arms and overseer 
The cannoneer 
The barber or surgeon 
The Priest 
Life on board 
The argot of the sailors 
Overcrowding 
Food and health 
Men of the sea and men of God 
5. The Master Map (Padrón Real) and the cartography of the New World 
Nautical charts and how they were made 
The making of a chart 
The charts of Tierra Firme: the earliest maps of the New World 
Three early maps of the New World 
Juan de la Cosa (1500) 
Waldseemüller (1507) 
Diego Ribero (1520) 
6. Godʼs creatures never seen before: natural history 
Nature in the New World 
The classics and the Bible 
Monsters in Paradise 
To describe, classify and name 
Medicine, Botany and the knowledge of the natives 
The Empire and natural history 
7. The New World, global science and Eurocentrism 
Plus ultra
Experience and authority 
The empire and the challenge of standardization 
Eurocentrism 
Bibliography 
Primary sources 
Manuals of seamanship 
Books on natural history 
Secondary sources



Stefan Amirell, Hans Hägerdal, BruceStefan Amirell, Hans Hägerdal, Bruce
BuchanBuchan

Piracy in World HistoryPiracy in World History

About Piracy in World HistoryAbout Piracy in World History
In a modern global historical context, scholars have
often regarded piracy as an essentially European
concept which was inappropriately applied by the
expanding European powers to the rest of the world,
mainly for the purpose of furthering colonial forms of
domination in the economic, political, military, legal
and cultural spheres. By contrast, this edited volume
highlights the relevance of both European and non-
European understandings of piracy to the development
of global maritime security and freedom of navigation.
It explores the significance of ʻlegal posturingʼ on the
part of those accused of piracy, as well as the existence
of non-European laws and regulations regarding piracy
and related forms of maritime violence in the early
modern era. The authors in this volume highlight cases
from various parts of the early-modern world, thereby
explaining piracy as a global phenomenon.
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Labour in a Single ShotLabour in a Single Shot
Critical Perspectives on Antje Ehmann and
Harun Farocki’s Global Video Project

About Labour in a Single ShotAbout Labour in a Single Shot
This collection of essays offers a critical assessment of
Labour in a Single Shot, a groundbreaking
documentary video workshop. From 2011 to 2014,
curator Antje Ehmann and film- and videomaker
Harun Farocki produced an art project of truly global
proportions. They travelled to fifteen cities around the
world to conduct workshops inspired by cinema
historyʼs first film, Workers Leaving the Lumière
Factory, shot in 1895 by the Lumière brothers in
France. While the workshop videos are in colour and
the camera was not required to remain static, Ehmann
and Farockiʼs students were tasked with honouring the
original Lumière filmʼs basic parameters of theme and
style. The fascinating result is a collection of more
than 550 short videos that have appeared in
international exhibitions and on an open-access
website, offering the widest possible audience the
opportunity to ponder contemporary labour in multiple
contexts around the world.
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About Vittoria ColonnaAbout Vittoria Colonna
This edited collection presents fresh and original work
on Vittoria Colonna, perhaps the outstanding female
figure of the Italian Renaissance, a leading Petrarchist
poet, and an important figure in the Italian Reform
movement. Until recently best known for her close
spiritual friendship with Michelangelo, she is
increasingly recognized as a powerful and distinctive
poetic voice, a cultural and religious icon, and an
important literary model for both men and women.
This volume comprises compelling new research by
established and emerging scholars in the fields of
literature, book history, religious history, and art
history, including several studies of Colonnaʼs
influence during the Counter-Reformation, a period
long neglected by Italian cultural historiography. The
Colonna who emerges from this new reading is one
who challenges traditional constructions of womenʼs
place in Italian literature; no mere imitator or follower,
but an innovator and founder of schools in her own
right.
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Friction, Fragmentation, andFriction, Fragmentation, and
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Localized Politics of European Memories

About Friction, Fragmentation,About Friction, Fragmentation,
and Diversityand Diversity
This collection focuses on difficult memories and
diverse identities related to conflicts and localized
politics of memories. The contemporary and history-
oriented case studies discuss politicized memories and
pasts, the frictions of justice and reconciliation, and
the diversity and fragmentation of difficult memories.
The collection brings together methodological
discussions from oral history research, cultural
memory studies and the study of contemporary protest
movements. The politicization of memories is analyzed
in various contexts, ranging from everyday interaction
and diverse cultural representations to politics of the
archive and politics as legal processes. The
politicization of memories takes place on multiple
analytical levels: those inherent to the sources; the
ways in which the collections are utilized, archived, or
presented; and in the re-evaluation of existing
research.
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Practicing Decoloniality inPracticing Decoloniality in
MuseumsMuseums
A Guide with Global Examples

About Practicing Decoloniality inAbout Practicing Decoloniality in
MuseumsMuseums
The cry for decolonization has echoed throughout the
museum world. Although perhaps most audibly heard
in the case of ethnographic museums, many different
types of museums have felt the need to engage in
decolonial practices. Amidst those who have argued
that an institution as deeply colonial as the museum
cannot truly be decolonized, museum staff and
museologists have been approaching the issue from
different angles to practice decoloniality in any way
they can. This book collects a wide range of practices
from museums whose audiences, often highly diverse,
come together in sometimes contentious conversations
about pasts and futures. Although there are no easy or
uniform answers as to how best to deal with colonial
pasts, this collection of practices functions as an
accessible toolkit from which museum staff can choose
in order to experiment with and implement methods
according to their own needs and situations. The
practices are divided thematically and include, among
others, methods for decentering, improving
transparency, and increasing inclusivity.
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About Prints as Agents of GlobalAbout Prints as Agents of Global
ExchangeExchange
The significance of the media and communications
revolution occasioned by printmaking was profound.
Less a part of the standard narrative of printmakingʼs
significance is recognition of the frequency with which
the widespread dissemination of printed works also
occurred beyond the borders of Europe and
consideration of the impact of this broader movement
of printed objects. Within a decade of the invention of
the printing press, European prints began to move
globally. Over the course of the fifteenth to the
eighteenth centuries, numerous prints produced in
Europe traveled to areas as varied as Turkey, India,
Persia, Ethiopia, China, Japan and the Americas, where
they were taken by missionaries, artists, travelers,
merchants and diplomats. This collection of essays
explores the transmission of knowledge, both written
and visual, between Europe and the rest of the world by
means of prints in the early modern period.
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About Archaeological ApproachesAbout Archaeological Approaches
to and Heritage Perspectives onto and Heritage Perspectives on
Modern ConflictModern Conflict
From a wider disciplinary perspective, modern conflict
archaeology is now a thoroughly established and
mature sub-discipline. However, a significant problem
conflict archaeologists in the Netherlands face is that
modern eras, including both World Wars, have so far
not received serious attention. Although both World
Wars appeal strongly to the popular imagination, until
recently Dutch researchers had not approached
modern conflict from an academic archaeological
perspective to any great extent. This is partly the result
of problematic legislation on archaeological activity in
the Netherlands. When applied and interpreted
appropriately, archaeology can play an important role
in the preservation, contemporary experience and
historical reconstruction of recent conflicts. However,
as this book argues, research methods other than
excavations will be needed in order to conduct conflict
archaeology in the Netherlands effectively. This study
aims to develop a Dutch approach to conflict
archaeology, integrating archaeology, heritage
research and history at a landscape scale.
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Identity in the Middle Ages

About Identity in the Middle Ages  
This book places identity at the centre of a project to 

better understand medieval society. By exploring the 

multiplicity of personal identities, the ways in which 

these were expressed within particular social structures 

(such as feudalism), and their evolution into formal 

expressions of collective identity (municipalities, guilds, 

nations, and so on) we can shed new light on the Middle 

Ages. A specific legacy of such developments was that by 

the end of the Middle Ages, a sense of national identity, 

supported by the late medieval socio-economic 

structure, backed in law and by theological, 

philosophical, and political thought, defined society. 

What is more, social structures coalesced across diverse 

elements, including language, group solidarities, and a 

set of assumed values. 

 

Prof. Flocel Sabaté (Univ. of Lleida) has been awarded 
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About The Global North 
When Janet Abu-Lughod sketched the contours of a 

medieval "world system" in 1989, she located most 

communication networks in the southern hemisphere. 

In recent decades, however, new trends in research and 

new forms of evidence have complicated, enriched, and 

expanded this picture, geographically and 

chronologically. We now know that vast portions of the 

world were interconnected throughout the Middle Ages 

and, moreover, that the entire circumpolar North was a 

contact zone in its own right. In this volume, scholars 

from a range of disciplines explore the boreal globe from 

the late Iron Age to the seventeenth century, offering 

fresh perspectives that cross the frontiers of national 

historiographies and presenting new research on 

migration, trade, mapping, cultural exchange, and the 

interactions of humans with their environment. 

 

Carol Symes is the Lynn M. Martin Professorial Scholar at 

the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her 
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