
 

Amsterdam University Press 

Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 

1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 

info@aup.nl 

marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 

facebook.com/AUPAcademic 

twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 

Edited by Bruce Mutsvairo and Massimo 

Ragnedda 

Mapping the Digital Divide in 

Africa 
A Mediated Analysis 

"For many years ‘the digital divide’ has been a 
catchphrase, often with little analytical content. This 

book provides studies of how the concept can be 
understood within an African context. The different 
contributions address problems related to digital 

opportunities as well as inhibitions to growth; thus, it 
has implications for how to comprehend technological, 
political, economic, social, and cultural development in a 

wider world. Of particular importance is that the book 
provides a theoretical understanding as well as an 

account of the impact of different technologies such as 
mobile phones."  

 Helge Rønning, Professor, Department of Media and Communications, 

University of Oslo, Norway 

 
"You need to take a different perspective of both the 

digital divide and Africa to understand the complexity of 
social and digital inequality in Africa. The digital divide is 

different in every part of the world. Reading this book 
you will grasp the complexity of the social, cultural and 
political affairs of Africa that are reinforcing the digital 

divide. Surprisingly, while mobile telephony is booming 
here, ICTs are in fact only reinforcing existing social 

inequality."  

 Jan A.G.M. van Dijk, Professor, Department of Communication, 

University of Twente, the Netherlands 

 

"This is a timely and much-needed collection that fills an 
important gap in the literature. It offers excellent 

conceptual tools and a selection of case studies that 
provide a useful map of the digital divide across the 

African continent and between Africa and the rest of the 
world. I especially appreciate the editors’ efforts to 
address African issues on their own terms and to 

problematize interpretive paradigms from the global 
north. It is a book that many will look forward to reading. 

I will recommend it to my students."  

 Pier Paolo Frassinelli, Professor, School of Communication, University of 

Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

AMSTERDAM UNIVERSITY  PRESS  

 

Bruce Mutsvairo is an Associate Professor in 

Journalism Innovation at University of 

Technology Sydney. 

 

Massimo Ragnedda is Senior Lecturer in Media 

and Cultural Studies at the University of 

Northumbria. 

 

May 2019 

278 pages, 7 colour, 1 b/w illustrations 

Hardback 

ISBN 978 94 6298 685 5 

e-ISBN 978 90 4853 822 5 

€89.00 / £79.00 / $110.00 

€88.99 / £78.99 / $109.99 

 

ORDER 

Available to order through your local bookseller 

or via aup.nl. Distribution outside North 

America through NBN International Ltd and 

available in North America through Baker & 

Taylor Publisher Services. 

 

 

 


