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The Intellectual Dynamism of 

the High Middle Ages

Constant J. Mews's groundbreaking work reveals the 

wide world of medieval letters. Looking beyond the 

cathedral and the cloister for his investigations, and 

taking a broad view of intellectual practice in the Middle 

Ages, Mews demands that we expand our horizons as we 

explore the history of ideas. Alongside his cutting-edge 

work on Abelard, he has been a leader in the study of 

medieval women writers, paying heed to Hildegard and 

Heloise in particular. Mews has also expanded our 

knowledge of medieval music, and its theoretical 

foundations. In Mews' Middle Ages, the world of ideas 

always belongs to a larger world: one that is cultural, 

gendered and politicized. The essays in this volume pay 

tribute to Constant, in spirit and in content, revealing a 

nuanced and integrated vision of the intellectual history 

of the medieval West. 

 

Clare Monagle is Associate Professor and Discipline 

Chair (Modern History) in the Department of History 

and Archaeology at Macquarie University. She is a 

scholar of medieval thought, the history of emotions, 

and, gender studies. 
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Introduction: Communities of Learning (Clare Monagle) 

 

Section 1: Twelfth-century Learning  

Chapter 1: Carnal Compassion: Peter Abelard's conflicted approach to empathy (Juanita Feros Ruys) 

Chapter 2:From Wisdom to Science: A witness of the theological studies in Paris in the 1240s (Riccardo 

Saccenti) 

Chapter 3: Authority and Innovation in Bernard of Clairvaux's De gratia et liberio arbitrario (Marcia Colish) 

Chapter 4: Words of Seduction - a Letter from Hugh Metel to Bernard of Clairvaux (Rina Lahav) 

Chapter 5: The Emotional Landscape of Abelard's Planctus David super Saul et Ionatha (Carol Williams) 

 

Section 2: Sanctity and Material Culture  

Chapter 6: Dirty Laundry: Thomas Becket's hair-shirt and the making of a Saint (Karen Bollermann and Cary 

Nederman) 

Chapter 7: Relics in Thomas Aquinas and Jean de Meun (Earl Jeffrey Richards) 

Chapter 8: The Cult of Thomas Aquinas's Relics at the Dawn of the Dominican Reform and the Great 

Western Schism (Marika Räsänen) 

 

Section 3: Theological Transmissions: Intellectual Culture after 1200  

Chapter 9: Food for the Journey: The thirteenth-century French version of Guiard of Laon's sermon on the 

twelve fruits of the Eucharist (Janice Pinder) 

Chapter 10: A Sense of Proportion: Jacobus extending Boethius around 1300 (John Crossley) 

Chapter 11: Utrum sapienti competat prolem habere? An Italian debate (Sylvain Piron) 

Chapter 12: Attuning to the Cosmos: The ethical man's mission from Plato to Petrarch (Eva Anagnostou-

Laoutides) 

 

Section 4: Gender, Power and Virtue in Early Modernity  

Chapter 13: The Miroir des dames, the Chapelet des vertus, and Christine de Pizan's Sources (Karen Green) 

Chapter 14: In Praise of Women: Giovanni Sabadino degli Arienti's Gynevera de le clare donne (Carolyn 

James) 

Chapter 15: The Invention of the French Royal Mistress (Tracy Adams) 

 

Epilogue (Peter Howard) 
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The Data Journalism Handbook

The Data Journalism Handbook: Towards a Critical Data 

Practice provides a rich and panoramic introduction to 

data journalism, combining both critical reflection and 

practical insight. It offers a diverse collection of 

perspectives on how data journalism is done around the 

world and the broader consequences of datafication in 

the news, serving as both a textbook and a sourcebook 

for this emerging field. With more than 50 chapters from 

leading researchers and practitioners of data journalism, 

it explores the work needed to render technologies and 

data productive for journalistic purposes. It also gives a 

'behind the scenes' look at the social lives of datasets, 

data infrastructures, and data stories in newsrooms, 

media organizations, start-ups, civil society 

organizations and beyond. The book includes sections 

on 'doing issues with data', 'assembling data', 'working 

with data', 'experiencing data', 'investigating data, 

platforms and algorithms', 'organizing data journalism', 

'learning data journalism together' and 'situating data 

journalism'. 

 

Liliana Bounegru is Lecturer in Digital Methods at the 

Department of Digital Humanities, King's College 

London, co-founder of the Public Data Lab and Research 

Associate at the Digital Methods Initiative, University of 

Amsterdam. 

 
Jonathan Gray is Lecturer in Critical Infrastructure 

Studies at the Department of Digital Humanities, King's 

College London, co-founder of the Public Data Lab and 

Research Associate at the Digital Methods Initiative, 

University of Amsterdam. 
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Introduction (Jonathan Gray and Liliana Bounegru) 

 

Doing Issues With Data 

Assembling Data 

Working With Data 

Experiencing Data 

Investigating Data, Platforms and Algorithms 

Organizing Data Journalism 

Learning Data Journalism Together 
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Political Communication in 

Chinese and European History, 

800-1600

Based on a collaboration between historians of Chinese 

and European politics, this volume offers a first 

comprehensive overview of current research on political 

communication in middle-period European and Chinese 

history. The chapters present new work on the sources 

and processes of political communication in European 

and Chinese history partly through juxtaposing and 

combining formerly separate historiographies and partly 

through direct comparison. Contrary to earlier 

comparative work on empires and state formation, 

which aimed to explain similarities and differences with 

encompassing models and new theories of divergence, 

the goal is to further conversations between historians 

by engaging regional historiographies from the bottom 

up. 

 

Franz-Julius Morche is a research associate at the Chair 

of History of the Later Middle Ages and the Italian 

Renaissance, University of Basel, and Honorary Fellow at 

the Department of History, Durham University.  

 

Hilde De Weerdt is Professor of Chinese History at 

Leiden University. She authored an intellectual history 

of the civil service examinations (Competition over 

Content, 2007) and a monograph on the question of how 

the ideal of a unified territorial state took hold in 

Chinese society (In-formation, Territory, and Networks, 

2015).  
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10 LETTERS AND PARTING VALEDICTIONS: ZHANG YU AND POLITICAL COMMUNICATION IN MID-
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11 YUE FEI AND THOMAS BECKET: ELITE MASCULINITIES IN COMPARISON (Bernard GOWERS and TSUI 

Lik Hang) 

12 IMAGINARIES OF EMPIRE AND MEMORIES OF COLLAPSE: PARALLEL NARRATIVES IN SOUTHERN 

SONG AND BYZANTINE COMMEMORATIONS OF CONQUERED CAPITALS (Ari Daniel LEVINE) 

 

EPILOGUES 
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2 THOUGHTS ON THE PROBLEM OF HISTORICAL COMPARISON BETWEEN EUROPE AND CHINA (Robert 

HYMES) 
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The Construction and Dynamics 

of Cultural Icons

Departing from the present need for cultural models 

within the public debate, this volume offers a new 

contribution to the study of cultural icons. From the 

traditional religious icon to the modern mass media 

icon, from the recognizable visual icon to the complex 

entanglement of image and collective narratives: The 

Construction and Dynamics of Cultural Icons offers an 

overview of existing theories, compares different 

definitions and proposes a comprehensive view on the 

icon and the iconic. Focusing in particular on the 

making of iconic representations and their changing 

social-cultural meanings through time, scholars from 

cultural memory studies, art history and literary studies 

present concrete operationalizations of the ways 

different types of cultural icons can be studied. 

 

Erica van Boven is emeritus Professor of Literature at the 

Open University (the Netherlands) and Associate 

Professor of Modern Dutch Literature at Groningen 

University. Her research focuses on Dutch literature and 

literary criticism of the interwar period, middlebrow 

culture, and gender studies.  

 

Marieke Winkler is Assistant Professor of Literary 

Studies at the Cultural Studies department of the Open 

University (the Netherlands). Her current research 

focusses on the interactions between science and 

literature, and the (literary) construction of images of 

the future and past.  
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Introduction: The Construction and Dynamics of Cultural Icons (Erica van Boven and Marieke Winkler) 

 

I. People 

The Iconization and Mythologization of Byron's Life and Work in Nineteenth-Century Netherlands and 

Europe (Jan Oosterholt) 

Lenin as Cultural Icon (Maria Brock) 

Brigitte Bardot: The Making, Recycling and Afterlife of an Icon (Ginette Vincendeau) 

 

II. Places 

The Renaissance at a Glance: The Panoramic View of Florence (Paul van den Akker) 

Iconic City Thrillers: Encoding Geopolitics Through Cinema (Rui Lopes) 

City Branding: Historical Culture and the Making of 'Hanzestad Zwolle' (Frank Inklaar) 

 

III. Objects 

National Treasure Tea Bowls as Cultural Icons in Modern Japan (Meghen Jones) 

What to Lea(f) In, What to Lea(f) Out: Pedagogical Opportunities of a Cultural Icon - Anne Frank's Chestnut 

Tree (Kirsten E. Kumpf Baele) 

Exploring the Iconic in History Museums (Pieter de Bruijn) 

Hitler Goes Pop: Reflections on Media Representations and Collective Memory (Yvonne Delhey) 
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Dutch Post-war Fiction Film 

through a Lens of 

Psychoanalysis

Dutch Post-war Fiction Film through a Lens of 

Psychoanalysis is a sequel to Humour and Irony in Dutch 

Post-war Fiction Film (AUP, 2016), but the two studies 

can be read separately. Because of the sheer variety of 

Fons Rademakers's oeuvre, which spans 'art' cinema and 

cult, genre film and historical epics, each chapter will 

start with one of his titles to introduce a key concept 

from psychoanalysis. It is an oft-voiced claim that Dutch 

cinema strongly adheres to realism, but psychoanalytic 

theories on desire and fantasy are employed to put this 

idea into perspective. In the vein of cinephilia, this study 

brings together canonical titles (ALS TWEE DRUPPELS 

WATER; SOLDAAT VAN ORANJE) and little gems 

(MONSIEUR HAWARDEN; KRACHT). It juxtaposes 

among others GLUCKAUF and DE VLIEGENDE 

HOLLANDER (on father figures); FLANAGAN and 

SPOORLOOS (on rabbles and heroes); DE AANSLAG 

and LEEDVERMAAK (on historical traumas); ANTONIA 

and BLUEBIRD (on aphanisis). 

 

Peter Verstraten is Assistant Professor of Film and 

Literary Studies at Leiden University. His publications 

include among others Film Narratology (2009) and 

Humour and Irony in Dutch Post-war Fiction Film (2016). 

With directors-of-photography Richard van Oosterhout 

and Maarten van Rossem, he co-edited Shooting Time 

(2012), a volume on cinematography. He is a regular 

contributor to Senses of Cinema. 
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Bodies That Still Matter

Since the appearance of her early-career bestseller 

Gender Trouble in 1990, American philosopher Judith 

Butler is one of the most influential (and at times 

controversial) thinkers in academia. Her work addresses 

numerous socially pertinent topics such as gender 

normativity, political speech, media representations of 

war, and the democratic power of assembling bodies. 

The volume Bodies That Still Matter: Resonances of the 

Work of Judith Butler brings together essays from 

scholars across academic disciplines who apply, reflect 

on, and further Butler's ideas to their own research. It 

includes a new essay by Butler herself, from which it 

takes its title. Organized around four key themes in 

Butler's scholarship - performativity, speech, precarity, 

and assembly - the volume offers an excellent 

introduction to the contemporary relevance of Butler's 

thinking, a multi-perspectival approach to key topics of 

contemporary critical theory, and a testimony to the 

vibrant interdisciplinary discourses characterizing much 

of today's humanities' research. 

 

Annemie Halsema is associate professor of philosophy at 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.  

 

Katja Kwastek is professor of modern and contemporary 

art history at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.  

 

Roel van den Oever is assistant professor of English 

literature at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.  
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Introduction - Annemie Halsema, Katja Kwastek, Roel van den Oever 

 

Performativity 

On Butler's Theory of Agency - Adriana Zaharijevi?  

The Psychic Life of Horror: Abjection and Racialization in Butler's Thought - Eyo Ewara 

Beyond Gender(s) - Jean-Luc Nancy 

 

Speech 

The Performative Edge of Non-Politicians: Populism and Shifting Legitimacy in US Presidential Politics - Julia 

Peetz 

Talking Back as an Accented Speaker? Reframing Butler's Idea of Subversive Resignification - Tingting Hui 

What's in a Name? Don't Ask, Don't Tell and Private Romeo - Roel van den Oever 

 

Precarity 

Rethinking Counseling from a Relational Perspective: From Alleviating Suffering to 'Becoming Human' - 

Carmen Schuhmann 

Bridging Conversations: 'Paradigm Cases' of Dependency in Eva Kittay and Judith Butler - Simon van der 

Weele 

Dancing the Image: Complicity, Responsibility and Spectatorship - Noa Roei 

Santiago Sierra's Workers Who Cannot Be Paid: Precarious Labor in Contemporary Art - Friederike Sigler 

 

Assembly 

Rethinking Radical Democracy with Butler: The Voice of Plurality - Adriana Cavarero 

Strategies of (Self-)Empowerment: On the Performativity of Assemblies in and as Theatre - Erika Fischer-

Lichte 

Bodies That Still Matter - Judith Butler 
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Narrating Democracy in 

Myanmar

This book analyses what Myanmar's struggle for 

democracy has signified to Burmese activists and 

democratic leaders, and to their international allies.  In 

doing so, it explores how understanding contested 

meanings of democracy helps make sense of the 

country's tortuous path since Aung San Suu Kyi's 

National League for Democracy won historic elections in 

2015. Using Burmese and English language sources, 

Narrating Democracy in Myanmar reveals how the 

country's ongoing struggles for democracy exist not only 

in opposition to Burmese military elites, but also within 

networks of local activists and democratic leaders, and 

international aid workers. 

 

Tamas Wells is a Research Fellow in the School of Social 

and Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne. 

His research focuses on meanings of democracy, 

governance, freedom and accountability in Southeast 

Asia and the role of international aid agencies. Before 

entering academia, he worked in Myanmar for six years 

with various NGOs - including Save the Children - on 

governance, public health and civil society 

strengthening programs. 
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1/ Introduction 

Other struggles for democracy 

Narrating democracy 

Book overview 

 

2/ Elucidating the meaning of democracy through narrative 

An 'ideal type' of democracy? 

Revisiting the 'essential contestability' of democracy 

Interpretivism and meanings of democracy 

Using narrative analysis to elucidate meanings of democracy 

Conclusion 

 

3/ Toward the 'Ocean of Democracy'? The British colonial administration, the thakin and contests over 

meanings of democracy in late colonial Burma 

British Colonial Administration and the 'Ocean of Democracy' 

Burmese Independence Leaders and Counter Narratives 

Conclusion 

 

4/ Burma after independence: From moral to 'disciplined' democracy 

Unity, moral democracy and the leadership of the AFPFL 

Military socialism 

The road to 'disciplined democracy' 1988-2011 under General Than Shwe 

The opposition movement 

Conclusion 

 

5/ A liberal narrative 

The challenge of division and personalised politics 

The vision of democratic procedures and liberal values 

The strategy of capacity building 

Conclusion 
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6/ A benevolence narrative 

The challenge of moral failure 

The vision of sedana 

The strategy of moral education and building of discipline 

Conclusion 

 

7/ An equality narrative 

The challenge of hierarchy 

The vision of equality 

The strategy of cultural reform 

Conclusion 

 

8/ Exposing the political use of narratives 

Narratives of democracy as instruments of power 

The overt and covert nature of conceptual politics 

Conclusion 

 

9/ Beyond an 'ideal type': Implications for democracy promotion 

The implications of other struggles for democracy 

Conclusion 

 

10/ Playing different games: Myanmar's future challenges 

Prospects for a benevolent democracy beyond 2020 

The future of democracy promotion and governance reform in Myanmar 

Other struggles for democracy 
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Writing Old Age and 

Impairments in Late Medieval 

England

The old speaker in Middle English literature often claims 

to be impaired because of age. This admission is often 

followed by narration that directly contradicts it, as 

speakers, such as the Reeve in Chaucer's Canterbury 

Tales or Amans in Gower's Confessio Amantis , proceed 

to perform even as they claim debility. More than the 

modesty topos, this contradiction exists, the book argues, 

as prosthesis: old age brings with it debility, but 

discussing age-related impairments augments the old, 

impaired body, while simultaneously undercutting and 

emphasizing bodily impairments. This language of 

prosthesis becomes a metaphor for the works these 

speakers use to fashion narrative, which exist as 

incomplete yet powerful sources. 

 

Will Rogers received his Ph.D. from Cornell University in 

2014, where he concentrated on medieval studies and 

images of disability. He has published articles on John 

Gower, the Old English Phoenix, and the early modern 

printings of Julian of Norwich's Revelations. He is an 

assistant professor of English at University of Louisiana, 

Monroe. 
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Introduction: Staves and Stanzas 

 

Chapter 1: Crooked as a Staff: Narrative, History, and the Disabled Body in Parlement of Thre Ages 

 

Chapter 2: A Reckoning with Age: Prosthetic Violence and the Reeve 

 

Chapter 3: The Past is Prologue: Following the Trace of Master Hoccleve 

 

Chapter 4: Playing Prosthesis and Revising the Past: Gower’s Supplemental Role 

 

Epilogue: Impotence and Textual Healing 
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Christ on a Donkey

At once scholarly and entertaining, Christ on a Donkey is 

a study of Palm Sunday processions and related royal 

entries as both spectacular instances of processional 

theater and highly charged interpretations of the biblical 

narrative to which they claim allegiance. Harris’s 

narrative ranges from ancient Jerusalem to modern-day 

Bolivia, from imperial white horses to wheeled wooden 

images of Christ on a donkey, from veneration to 

iconoclasm, and from Christ to Ivan the Terrible. A 

curious theme emerges: those embodied representations 

of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem that were labeled 

blasphemous, idolatrous, or superstitious by those in 

power were arguably most faithful to the biblical 

narrative of Palm Sunday, while those staged with the 

purpose of exalting those in power and celebrating 

military triumph were arguably blasphemous pageants. 

 

Max Harris is the author of five previous books, including 

Sacred Folly: A New History of the Feast of Fools (2011) 

which won the Otto Grundler prize. He has served as 

Executive Director of the Wisconsin Humanities Council 

and has taught at Yale University and the University of 

Virginia. 
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Introduction: From Pomp to Donkeys 

 

Part One: Pomp 

I. Triumphal Entries: From Charlemagne to Oliver Cromwell 

1. Charlemagne’s Birthday Pomp 

2. Kings Dead or Alive 

3. Warrior Popes 

4. Mud, Plague, and the Lord Protector 

 

II. Palm Sunday Processions: From Egeria to Peter the Great 

5. Palms of Victory 

6. Exalted and Eccentric Images 

7. Crusaders, Patriarchs, and Emperors 

8. The Horse with Donkey’s Ears 

 

Part Two: Parodies / James Nayler and Jesus of Nazareth 

9. James Nayler’s Royal Progress 

10. Jesus on a Jackass 

 

Part Three: Donkeys 

I. A Scarcity of Donkeys: From Udine to El Alto 

11. Under Muslim Rule 

12. White Horses and Imagined Donkeys 

13. Live Donkeys at Last 

 

II. Wooden Christs on Wooden Donkeys: From Augsburg to Chiquitos 

14. An Image of the Lord Seated on an Ass 

15. The Lord God Belongs to the Butchers 

16. The Persecution of the Palmesel 

17. Baroque Splendor and Catholic Enlightenment 

18. The Donkey that Walked on Water 

19. Survivals and Revivals 

 

Conclusion: Christ Dismembered and the Bombing of Lübeck 
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Early Performers and 

Performance in the North-East 

of England

This collection explores the evidence for a wide variety 

of performance traditions up to 1642 in the North-East 

region of England which was among those most remote 

from London. While noble and religious houses in the 

North-East often patronized visiting performers and 

might be aware of developments in the capital, the 

region also had lively performance traditions of its own, 

on every level of society, from the wedding revels, 

sporting activities, and household fools of major noble 

families, through civic plays and processions, to the 

customary annual performances of hunters and 

ploughmen. The book considers the political, economic, 

religious, and psychological impulses that affected these 

traditions, and its closing chapter addresses their 

possible relevance to the culture of the region today. 

 

Diana Wyatt is Associate Researcher, Records of Early 

English Drama North-East; Honorary Research Fellow, 

Durham University; and editor of Records of Early English 

Drama: East Riding of Yorkshire.  

 

John McKinnell is Emeritus Professor of English Studies 

at Durham University, Principal Investigator of the 

project "Records of Early English Drama North-East" and 

co-editor of Records of Early English Drama: County 
Durham. 
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Regional Performance as Intangible Cultural Heritage, Barbara Ravelhofer 

 

Bibliography 

 

Index 

http://www.aup.nl/

