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Edited by Erich Pauer and Regine
Mathias

Accessing Technical
Education in Modern Japan

This collection of fourteen key papers deriving from
CEEJAʼs second international conference exploring the
Japanese history of technology, concentrates on the
routes to acquiring and transmitting technical
knowledge in Japanʼs modern era – from the very
earliest endeavours in establishing opportunities for
acquiring a technical education to the translation of
foreign textbooks and manuals. Published in two
volumes and thematically structured in three Parts, this
wide-ranging work both complements and expands on
the subject-matter contained in the first volume
entitled Technical Knowledge in Early Modern Japan
(2020).
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Tiago Carvalho

Contesting Austerity
Social Movements and the Left in Portugal and
Spain (2008-2015)

Despite the historical and political similarities between
Portugal and Spain, the contentious responses to
austerity diverged in terms of number, rhythm and
players. This book compares the contentious responses
to austerity in Portugal and Spain during the Eurozone
crisis and the Great Recession between 2008 and 2015.
While in Spain a sustained wave of mobilisation lasted
for three years, involving various players and leading
to a transformation of the party system, in Portugal
social movements were only able to mobilise in
specific instances, trade unions dominated protest and,
by the end of the cycle, institutional change was
limited. Contesting Austerity shows that the different
trajectories and outcomes in these two countries are
connected to the nature and configurations of the
players in the mobilisation process. While in Spain
actorsʼ relative autonomy from one another led to
deeper political transformation, in Portugal the
dominance of the institutional actors limited the extent
of that change.
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Edited by Temenuga Trifonova

Screening the Art World

Unlike most studies of the relationship between
cinema and art, which privilege questions of medium
or institutional specificity and intermediality,
Screening the Art World explores the ways in which
artists and the art world more generally have been
represented in cinema. Contributors address a rarely
explored subject -art in cinema, rather than the art of
cinema - by considering films across genres, historical
periods and national cinemas in order to reflect on
cinemaʼs fluctuating imaginary of ʻartʼ and ʻthe art
worldʼ. The book examines the intersection of art
history with history in cinema, cinemaʼs simultaneous
affirmation and denigration of the idea of art as ʻtruthʼ
and what this means for cinemaʼs understanding of
itself, the dominant, often contradictory ways in which
artists have been represented on screen, and cinematic
representations of the art worldʼs tenuous position
between commercial good and cultural capital.
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Edited by Deniz Bayrakdar and Robert
Burgoyne

Refugees and Migrants in
Contemporary Film, Art and
Media

Migration in the 21st century is one of the pre-eminent
issues of our present historical moment, a
phenomenon that has acquired new urgency with
accelerating climate change, civil wars, and growing
economic scarcities. Refugees and Migrants in Film,
Art and Media consists of eleven essays that explore
how artists have imaginatively engaged with this
monumental human drama, examining a range of
alternative modes of representation that provide
striking new takes on the experiences of these
precarious populations. Covering prominent art works
by Ai Weiwei and Richard Mosse, and extending the
spectrum of representation to refugee film workshops
on the island of Lesvos as well as virtual reality
installations of Alejandro G. Iñárritu and others, the
chapters included here focus on the power of aesthetic
engagement to illuminate the stories of refugees and
migrants in ways that overturn journalistic clichés.
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Fernando Vidal

Performing Brains on Screen

Performing Brains on Screen deals with film
enactments and representations of the belief that
human beings are essentially their brains, a belief that
embodies one of the most influential modern ways of
understanding the human. Films have performed
brains in two chief ways: by turning physical brains
into protagonists, as in the “brain movies” of the 1950,
which show terrestrial or extra-terrestrial disembodied
brains carrying out their evil intentions; or by giving
brains that remain unseen inside someoneʼs head an
explicitly major role, as in brain transplantation films
or their successors since the 1980s, in which brain
contents are transferred and manipulated by means of
information technology. Through an analysis of filmic
genres and particular movies, Performing Brains on
Screen documents this neglected filmic universe, and
demonstrates how the cinema has functioned as a
cultural space where a core notion of the
contemporary world has been rehearsed and
problematized.
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René Hernández

Franciscan Books and their
Readers
Friars and Manuscripts in Late Medieval Italy

The book explores the manuscripts written, read, and
studied by Franciscan friars from the thirteenth to the
fifteenth centuries in Northern Italy, and specifically
Padua, assessing four key aspects: ideal, space, form
and readership. The ideal is studied through the
regulations that determined what manuscripts should
aim for. Space refers to the development and role of
Franciscan libraries. The form is revealed by the
assessment of the physical configuration of a set of
representative manuscripts read, written, and
manufactured by the friars. Finally, the study of the
readership shows how Franciscans were skilled
readers who employed certain forms of the manuscript
as a portable, personal library, and as a tool for
learning and pastoral care. By comparing the book
collections of Paduaʼs reformed and unreformed
medieval Franciscan libraries for the first time, this
study reveals new features of the ground-breaking
cultural agency of medieval friars.
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Danielle Callegari

Dante's Gluttons
Food and Society from the Convivio to the
Comedy

Danteʼs Gluttons: Food and Society from the Convivio
to the Comedy explores how in his work medieval
Italian poet Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) uses food to
articulate, reinforce, criticize, and correct the social,
political, and cultural values of his time. Combining
medieval history, food studies, and literary criticism,
Danteʼs Gluttons historicizes food and eating in Dante,
beginning in his earliest collected poetry and arriving
at the end of his major work. For Dante, the
consumption of food is not a frivolity, but a crux of life
in the most profound sense of the term, and gluttony is
the abdication of civic and spiritual responsibility and
a danger to the individual body and soul as well as to
the collective. This book establishes how one of the
worldʼs preeminent authors uses the intimacy and
universality of food as a touchstone, communicating
through a gastronomic language rooted in the deeply
human relationship with material sustenance.
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The Political Message of the 

Shrine of St. Heribert of Cologne

This is the first ever book in English solely devoted to 

one of the most important reliquary shrines of the 

Mosan Rhineland, the Heribert Shrine. Carolyn M. Carty 

investigates how liturgy, history, politics, and geography 

all converge to influence the creation and the message of 

a work of art in the aftermath of the Investiture 

Controversy between the Church and the Holy Roman 

Empire. She argues that the Heribert Shrine's images and 

inscriptions support the supremacy of the Church over 

the State with consequent implications for the shrine's 

intended viewers. 

 

Carolyn Carty has published articles in Art Bulletin, 

Gesta, and Zeitschrift für Kunstgeschichte, as well as 

articles on the Heribert Shrine in books of collected 

essays. 
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Ethiopian Jewish Ascetic 

Religious Communities

The Betä Ǝsraʾel (Ethiopian Jews) have a unique history 

and religious tradition, one of the most fascinating 

aspects of which are the mäloksočč, commonly referred 

to as monks in scholarly and popular literature. The 

mäloksočč served as the supreme religious leaders of the 

Betä Ǝsraʾel and were charged with educating and 

initiating Betä Ǝsraʾel priests. They lived in separate 

compounds and observed severe purity laws prohibiting 

physical contact with the laity. Thus, they are the only 

known example in medieval and modern Jewry of ascetic 

communities withdrawing from the secular world and 

devoting themselves fully to religious life. 

 

This book presents the results of the first comprehensive 

research ever conducted on the way of life and material 

culture of the ascetic religious communities of the Betä 

Ǝsraʾel. A major part of this research is an archaeological 

survey, during which these religious centres were located 

and documented in detail for the first time. 

 

Bar Kribus is an archaeologist at the Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem and affiliated to the Ruhr University, 

Bochum, specializing in late antique and medieval 

Ethiopia and the archaeology and history of the Betä 

Ǝsraʾel (Ethiopian Jews). 
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Chapter 1. The Roles and Practices of Betä Ǝsraʾel Monks 
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Reading Fu Poetry

The fu genre (or "rhapsody” in English) is one of the 

major genres of Chinese poetry throughout imperial 

history. This volume presents close readings of 

representative works in the genre, spanning over a 

millennium of its history. Each chapter contains a 

complete translation of major fu poems, accompanied by 

an essay presenting the work or works in historical 

context and also examining their significance in 

contemporary culture. Ranging in style and topic from 

the exuberant accumulation of detail in Yang Xiong’s 

“Shu Capital,” translated by David R. Knechtges, to the 

luscious lyricism of Wang Bo’s “Spring Longings,” 

translated by Timothy W. K. Chan, the poems present a 

panorama of how the genre has been used for both 

personal and social expression. While the individual 

essays examine their respective subjects in depth and 

detail, collectively the essays also offer a sweeping survey 

of the fu genre from the Han (206 B.C.E.–220 C.E.) 

through the Song (960–1279 C.E.) dynasty. 

 

Nicholas Morrow Williams is Associate Professor in the 

School of Chinese, University of Hong Kong. 
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