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Late medieval societies witnessed the emergence of a
particular form of socio-legal practice and logic,
focused on the law court and its legal process. In a
context of legal pluralism, courts tried to carve out
their own position by influencing peopleʼs conception
of what justice was and how one was supposed to
achieve it. These “scripts of justice” took shape through
a range of media, including texts, speech, embodied
activities and the spaces used to perform all these.
Looking beyond traditional historiographical
narratives of state building or the professionalization
of law, this book argues that the development of law
courts was grounded in changing forms of multimedial
interaction between those who sought justice and those
who claimed to provide it. Through a comparative
study of three markedly different types of courts, it
involves both local contexts and broader developments
in tracing the communication strategies of these late
medieval claimants to socio-legal authority.

BIOGRAPHY
Frans Camphuijsen is a socio-cultural historian of late
medieval cities and their institutions. Working
comparatively with French, English and Dutch sources,
his interests range from law courts to histories of
performance and materiality. He obtained his PhD in
2017 from the University of Amsterdam, where he
currently teaches Medieval History.

August 2022
312 pages, 9 Illustrations, black
& white, 19 Illustrations, colour
Hardback
156.0 x 234.0 mm
€113.00 / £103.00 / $134.00
€112.99 / £102.99 / $133.99

I S BN 978 94 6372 347 3
e - I S BN 978 90 485 5549 9
BI S AC HIS010020 / HIS037010 / LAW060000
BI C HBLC / LAZ
KEY W O R D S
Law courts, performance, communication, court
records

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via Ingram Publisher Services UK (formerly NBNi Ltd.) | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com
Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

TABLE OF CONTENTS

List of figures, maps, plans and timelines
Acknowledgements
Introduction
1. Profiles: Three late medieval law courts
2. Legal space
3. The rituality of court practice
4. Legal text and social context
5. Court and society: the production and consumption of justice
General conclusion
Appendix 1: Utrecht
Appendix 2: York
Appendix 3: Paris
Bibliography
Index

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via Ingram Publisher Services UK (formerly NBNi Ltd.) | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com
Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

