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Media Infrastructures and the 

Politics of Digital Time

Digital media everyday inscribe new patterns of time, 

promising instant communication, synchronous 

collaboration, intricate time management, and profound 

new advantages in speed. The essays in this volume 

reconsider these outward interfaces of convenience by 

calling attention to their supporting infrastructures, the 

networks of digital time that exert pressures of 

conformity and standardization on the temporalities of 

lived experience and have important ramifications for 

social relations, stratifications of power, practices of 

cooperation, and ways of life. Interdisciplinary in 

method and international in scope, the volume draws 

together insights from media and communication 

studies, cultural studies, and science and technology 

studies while staging an important encounter between 

two distinct approaches to the temporal patterning of 

media infrastructures, a North American strain 

emphasizing the social and cultural experiences of lived 

time and a European tradition, prominent especially in 

Germany, focusing on technological time and time-

critical processes. 

 

Axel Volmar is a postdoctoral fellow at the Collaborative 

Research Center “Media of Cooperation” at the 

University of Siegen. He is co-editor, with Marek Jancovic 

and Alexandra Schneider, of the recent book Format 
Matters: Standards, Practices, and Politics in Media 
Cultures (Meson, 2020). 

 

Kyle Stine teaches Film and Media Studies at Johns 

Hopkins University. His writings on cinema and 

technology have appeared in publications such as 

Critical Inquiry, Discourse, Grey Room, and the Journal of 

Cinema and Media Studies. 
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Prints as Agents of Global 

Exchange

The significance of the media and communications 

revolution occasioned by printmaking was profound. 

Less a part of the standard narrative of printmaking’s 

significance is recognition of the frequency with which 

the widespread dissemination of printed works also 

occurred beyond the borders of Europe and 

consideration of the impact of this broader movement of 

printed objects. Within a decade of the invention of the 

printing press, European prints began to move globally. 

Over the course of the fifteenth to the eighteenth 

centuries, numerous prints produced in Europe traveled 

to areas as varied as Turkey, India, Persia, Ethiopia, 

China, Japan and the Americas, where they were taken 

by missionaries, artists, travelers, merchants and 

diplomats. This collection of essays explores the 

transmission of knowledge, both written and visual, 

between Europe and the rest of the world by means of 

prints in the early modern period. 

 

Heather Madar (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) is professor of Art at 

Humboldt State University. Her research and 

publications focus on sixteenth-century German 

printmaking, cross-cultural interactions between early 

modern Europe and the Ottoman empire and the global 

Renaissance. She is currently writing a book on Dürer 

and the depiction of cultural difference. 
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The Anglo-Saxon Elite

In all of the literature on Anglo-Saxon England, rarely 

has the question of social class been confronted head-on. 

This study draws upon recent research into topics such 

as religious practice, emotions, daily life, and intellectual 

culture to investigate how the aristocracy of 

Northumbria maintained social dominance over wider 

society. Moreover, this monograph suggests that the 

crisis that brought an end to Northumbria as an 

independent kingdom was the product of the social 

contradictions produced by the ruling class as social 

domination developed over time. The analysis is divided 

into three broad parts – production, circulation, and 

consumption – both as a nod to Marxist historiography 

and also to signal a commitment to a methodology that 

situates the subject within a global context. 

 

Renato Rodrigues da Silva holds a PhD from the 

University of Leicester and has worked as a post-doctoral 

researcher at Universidade Federal Fluminense and as a 

temporary lecturer at Universidade Federal de São Paulo 

(Unifesp). He is currently a post-doctoral researcher in 

medieval history at Unifesp, and part of the Ciro Cardoso 

Centre for Pre-capitalist Studies (CCCP- Prék). 
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Handbook of Higher Education 

in Japan

This Handbook tells the story in 25 chapters of how 

Japan’s HE system has become what it is now, ending 

with a very tentative glimpse into the rest of the 21st 

century. A variety of themes are covered by scholars—

both established, senior figures and younger researchers 

with their own fresh look at current circumstances. 

Chapters that concentrate on governance look at the 

distinction between "national," "public," and "private" 

institutions; others consider important topics such as 

internationalization, student recruitment, faculty 

mobility. More innovative topics include "Women of 

Color Leading in Japanese Higher Education." All provide 

copious references to other authorities, but rather than 

just toe the conventional line they include opinions and 

proposals that may be contentious or even revolutionary. 

The editor provides an overview of the subject and its 

treatment in an Introduction. 

 

Paul Snowden studied Modern and Medieval Languages 

at King’s College, Cambridge. Apart from the first five 

years of his career, he has lived and worked in Japan as a 

university teacher and administrator, and author or 

editor of numerous dictionaries, textbooks and other 

Japan-related works. He worked longest (30 years) at 

Waseda University, where he served two terms as Dean of 

the School of International Liberal Studies – the first 

foreign national to hold such a post at that university – 

and has been Emeritus Professor since 2014. His most 

recent post was Vice-President of Kyorin University. He 

retired in 2020 and now acts as a director for the Japan 

campus of Lakeland University, Wisconsin. 
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Collective Memory and the 

Dutch East Indies

This book examines the afterlife of decolonization in the 

collective memory of the Netherlands. It offers a new 

perspective on the cultural history of representing the 

decolonization of the Dutch East Indies, and maps out 

how a contested collective memory was shaped. Taking a 

transdisciplinary approach and applying several 

theoretical frames from literary studies, sociology, 

cultural anthropology and film theory, the author reveals 

how mediated memories contributed to a process of 

what he calls “unremembering.” He analyses in detail a 

broad variety of sources, including novels, films, 

documentaries, radio interviews, memoires and 

historical studies, to reveal how five decades of 

representing and remembering decolonization fed into 

an unremembering by which some key notions were 

silenced or ignored. The author concludes that 

historians, or the historical guild, bear much 

responsibility for the unremembering of decolonization 

in Dutch collective memory. 

 

Paul Doolan was born and raised in the Republic of 

Ireland. He has spent over 30 years teaching history in 

the Netherlands, Japan and Switzerland. He studied 

history at the University of Groningen, the Netherlands, 

and completed his PhD at the University of Konstanz, 

Germany. 
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Heritage and the Making of 

Political Legitimacy in Laos

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic is nearly fifty years 

old, and one of the few surviving one-party socialist 

states. Nearly five decades on from its revolutionary birth, 

the Lao population continues to build futures in and 

around a political landscape that maintains socialist 

rhetoric on one hand and capitalist economics on the 

other. Contemporary Lao politics is marked by the use of 

cultural heritage as a source of political legitimacy. 

Researched through long term detailed ethnography in 

the former royal capital of Luang Prabang, itself a 

UNESCO recognised World Heritage Site since 1995, this 

book takes a fresh look at issues of legitimacy, heritage 

and national identity for different members of the Lao 

population. It argues that the political system has become 

sufficiently embedded to avoid imminent risk of collapse 

but suggests that it is facing new challenges primarily in 

the form of rising Chinese influence in Laos. 

 

Phill Wilcox is a Research Associate in the Faculty of 

Sociology at Bielefeld University, Germany. Her book 

chapter 'Contested Heritage in Luang Prabang' was 

published as part of the Routledge Handbook of 

Urbanization in Southeast Asia in 2018.  
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Isaac Newton and the Study of 

Chronology

Isaac Newton (1642-1727) devoted ample time to the 

study of ancient chronology, resulting in the 

posthumously published The Chronology of Ancient 

Kingdoms Amended (1728). Here, Newton attempted to 

show how the antiquity of Greece, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, 

and other Mediterranean nations could be reinterpreted 

to fit the timespan allowed for by Scripture. Yet as the 

hundreds of books from his library and the thousands of 

manuscript pages devoted to the topic show, the 

Chronology was long in the making. This volume 

provides the first full analysis of the genesis and 

evolution of Newton’s studies of ancient history and 

demonstrates how these emerged from that other major 

project of his, the interpretation of the apocalyptic 

prophecies in Scripture. A careful study of Newton’s 

reading, note-taking, writing, and -ordering practices 

provides the key to unravelling and reconstructing the 

chronology of Newton’s chronological studies, bringing 

to light writings hitherto hidden in the archives. 

 

Cornelis J. (Kees-Jan) Schilt is a historian of early modern 

knowledge-making based at the Vrije Universiteit 

Brussel, and an editor with the Oxford-based Newton 

Project. He was educated at Utrecht, Sussex, and Oxford 

University, and specializes in the scholarly writings of 

Isaac Newton. 
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Creating Place in Early Modern 

European Architecture

The importance of place—as a unique spatial identity—

has been recognized since antiquity. Ancient references 

to the ‘genius loci’, or spirit of place, evoked not only the 

location of a distinct atmosphere or environment, but 

also the protection of this location, and implicitly, its 

making and construction. This volume examines the 

concept of place as it relates to architectural production 

and building knowledge in early modern Europe (1400-

1800). The places explored in the book’s ten essays take 

various forms, from an individual dwelling to a cohesive 

urban development to an extensive political territory. 

Within the scope of each study, the authors draw on 

primary source documents and original research to 

demonstrate the distinctive features of a given 

architectural place, and how these are related to a 

geographic location, social circumstances, and the 

contributions of individual practitioners. The essays 

underscore the distinct techniques, practices and 

organizational structures by which physical places were 

made in the early modern period. 

 

Elizabeth Merrill is a specialist of early modern Italian art 

and architecture, with a focus on architectural practices 

and the development of the architectural profession. She 

has published several articles on these themes and the 

work of the Sienese architect Francesco di Giorgio. She 

has held fellowships at the Max Planck Institute for the 

History of Science, Berlin (MPIWG), New York Public 

Library, The Morgan Library and Drawing Institute, and 

Humboldt University. 
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Constructing Kanchi

This book traces the emergence of the South Indian city 

of Kanchi as a major royal capital and multireligious 

pilgrimage destination during the era of the Pallava and 

Chola dynasties (circa seventh through thirteenth 

centuries). It presents the first-ever comprehensive 

picture of historical Kanchi, locating the city and its more 

than 100 spectacular Hindu temples at the heart of 

commercial and artistic exchange that spanned India, 

Southeast Asia, and China. The author demonstrates that 

Kanchi was structured with a hidden urban plan, which 

determined the placement and orientation of temples 

around a central thoroughfare that was also a burgeoning 

pilgrimage route. Moving outwards from the city, she 

shows how the transportation networks, river systems, 

residential enclaves, and agrarian estates all contributed 

to the vibrancy of Kanchi’s temple life. The construction 

and ongoing renovation of temples in and around the 

city, she concludes, has enabled Kanchi to thrive 

continuously from at least the eighth century, through 

the colonial period, and up until the present. 

 

Emma Natalya Stein (PhD, Yale) is Assistant Curator of 

South and Southeast Asian Art at the Freer and Sackler 

Galleries, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Asian 

Art. Her research investigates the relationships among 

sacred architecture, urban space, and tropical landscapes. 

Dr. Stein has conducted fieldwork throughout South and 

Southeast Asia. 
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Inclusive Curating in 

Contemporary Art

Recent decades have witnessed concerns over 

representation, inclusion, and social justice move from 

the margins to the centre of museum practice. While a 

growing number of institutions seek to reflect the 

diversity of their communities in exhibition-making, 

gaps remain in understanding applied approaches and 

practices. This book presents the inclusion of new voices 

and perspectives into the museum via "inclusive 

curating," a facilitated process empowering a wide 

demographic of people to become curators. Grounded in 

a case study, this book offers guidance in putting 

inclusive curating into action alongside a range of 

practical resources and key debates. Curating is often 

considered an exclusive job for a privileged few. But, by 

breaking it down using methods demonstrated 

throughout this book, not only does curating become 

more usable for more people, it also contributes to 

understanding the process and practices by which our 

cultural spaces can become democratized. 

 

 

Jade French is a practice-led researcher at the University 

of Leeds who explores inclusive art and museum studies. 
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Queens and Queenship

This work looks at queenship in a global, timeless 

sense—examining the role of queens, empresses, and 

other royal women from the ancient and classical period 

through to nearly the present day on every continent. By 

looking at queenship in this comparative, longue durée 

way, we can start to see connecting threads and 

continuity over time and space as well as the change and 

development and comparisons of how the queen’s role 

differed in various cultural contexts. A wide variety of 

examples are given to explain and contextualize key 

themes in queenship: family and dynasty, rulership, and 

image crafting. The introduction provides a brief 

overview of the development of queenship studies and a 

discussion of the ideals that queens were expected to 

conform to. This book offers a radically new perspective 

on queenship studies which enables new insights into 

the queen’s role as the preeminent woman in the realm. 

 

 

Elena Woodacre is a Senior Lecturer in Early Modern 

European History at the University of Winchester, UK. 

She is a specialist in queenship and royal studies and has 

published extensively in this area. She is the Editor-in-

Chief of the Royal Studies Journal, the series editor for 

several book series in this field, the organizer of the 

Kings & Queens conference series, and the founder of 

the Royal Studies Network. 
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Sufi Masters and the Creation of 

Saintly Spheres in Medieval Syria

This book explores the creation of saintly spheres 

surrounding Sufi masters who functioned as 

embodiments of Islamic sainthood and imprinted their 

tangible mark on the land. Situated in the Syrian milieu 

of the counter-crusader period that was marked by 

intense religious excitement and re-sanctification of the 

landscape, the study centres on the role of Sufi saints as 

revivers of the prophetic legacy and as patrons of fellow 

believers, and their association with the glorious history 

of ancient Syrian cities and the expanding sacred 

landscape. Based upon a variety of literary sources, 

including hitherto unexplored saintly vitas, the 

investigation aims to contribute to an understanding of 

the process through which the religious and charismatic 

leadership of the venerated shaykhs was sustained and 

diffused, and their holiness emplaced and 

commemorated. 

 

Daphna Ephrat is professor of Islamic and Near Eastern 

history in the Department of History, Philosophy, and 

Judaic Studies at the Open University of Israel. She is the 

author of A Learned Society in a Period of Transition 

(2000) and Spiritual Wayfarers, Leaders in Piety (2008), 

and co-author of several volumes. 
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Armies and Ecosystems in 

Premodern Europe

Using the ecosystem concept as his starting point, the 

author examines the complex relationship between 

premodern armed forces and their environment at three 

levels: landscapes, living beings, and diseases. The study 

focuses on Europe’s Meuse Region, well-known among 

historians of war as a battleground between France and 

Germany. By analyzing soldiers’ long-term interactions 

with nature, this book engages with current debates 

about the ecological impact of the military, and provides 

new impetus for contemporary armed forces to make 

greater effort to reduce their environmental footprint. 
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The Materiality of Middle 

English Anchoritic Devotion

Anchorites and their texts, such as Ancrene Wisse, have 

recently undergone a reevaluation based on material 

circumstances, not just theological import. The articles 

here address a variety of anchoritic or anchoritic-

adjacent texts, encompassing guidance literature, 

hagiographies, miracle narratives, medical discourse, 

and mystic prose, and spanning in date from the eighth 

through the fourteenth centuries. Exploring reclusion 

and materiality, the collection addresses a series of 

overlapping themes, including the importance of touch, 

the limits of religious authority, and the role of the 

senses. Objects, metaphorical and real, embodied and 

spiritual, populate the pages. These categories are 

permeable, with flexible and porous boundaries, 

demonstrating the conflation of ideas, concepts, and 

manifestations in medieval materiality. In fact, the 

permeability of these categories demonstrates how 

materiality can reshape our approach to medieval texts. 

It leaves room for directions for future study, including 

the application of material analysis to previously 

unstudied objects, spaces, and literary artifacts. 
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