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Mail armour (commonly mislabelled 'chainmail') was used E
for more than two millennia on the battlefield. After its o v
o

invention in the Iron Age, mail rapidly spread all over S
Europe and beyond. The Roman army, keen on new = Europ ean
military technology, soon adopted mail armour and used it g z -
successfully for centuries. Its history did not stop there and < - Mail Armou r
mail played a vital role in warfare during the Middle Ages =

o - RINGED BATTLE SHIRTS
up to the Early MOdem Period. : f FROM THE IRON AGE,

§ b ROMAN PERIOD AND

< EARLY MIDDLE AGES

Given its long history, one would think mail is a well- Aeshrsssn UAisEasyeevaces

documented material, but that is not the case. For the first
time, this books lays a solid foundation for the
understanding of mail armour and its context through
time. It applies a long-term multi-dimensional approach to
extract a wealth of as yet untapped information from

Amsterdanm

archaeological, iconographic and written sources. This is

complemented with technical insights on the mail maker’s

chaine opératoire. Amsterdam Archaeological Studies

December 2021
BIOGRAPHY 520 pages, 300 colour illustrations
Martijn A. Wijnhoven holds a PhD in archaeology from Hardback
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He specializes in ancient 205X 20 i)
military studies and has published extensively on the 2 Zégg ; gjggg ; 2: :?gg
analysis and reconstruction of ancient armour spanning
from the Iron Age to the Middle Ages. His research ISBN 9789463721264
combines methods from history, anthropology, and e-ISBN 9789048554294
archaeology, rendering a holistic approach to material BISAC 50C003000 / ANT024000 / DES013000

studies BICHDDK/HDDM /TBX/TTM

KEYWORDS
multi-dimensional approach to material
culture, development and transition of

"Mail has been something of a Cinderella in the field of early
martial equipment. Now, in this meticulous study, Wijnhoven has
demonstrated and explored the extensive potential of the

archaeological, iconographic and textual evidence. It makes a technology, military equipment
fundamental contribution to the study of ancient martial material long-term: Iron Age - Roman period - Middle
culture, and has broader implications for the development and Ages

structuring of early European ironworking traditions."

- Prof. Simon James, University of Leicester
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