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Edited by Ngok Ma and Edmund W. Cheng 

The Umbrella Movement 
Civil Resistance and Contentious Space in 

Hong Kong 

This volume examines the most spectacular struggle for 

democracy in post-handover Hong Kong. Bringing 

together scholars with different disciplinary focuses and 

comparative perspectives from mainland China, Taiwan 

and Macau, one common thread that stitches the 

chapters is the use of first-hand data collected through 

on-site fieldwork. This study unearths how trajectories 

can create favourable conditions for the spontaneous 

civil resistance despite the absence of political 

opportunities and surveys the dynamics through which 

the protestors, the regime and the wider public 

responses differently to the prolonged contentious 

space. The Umbrella Movement: Civil Resistance and 

Contentious Space in Hong Kong offers an informed 

analysis of the political future of Hong Kong and its 

relations with the authoritarian sovereignty as well as 

sheds light on the methodological challenges and 

promises in studying modern-day protests. 

 

"Approaching the character and causes of the protests 
from various analytic perspectives and diverse methods, 

the authors shed new and provocative light on the 
Umbrella Movement, Hong Kong’s most important 

instance of popular civil resistance after 1997. This book 
will fascinate and inform anyone interested in popular 

social movements, not to mention the painful dilemmas 
of contemporary Hong Kong."  

 Larry Diamond, Stanford University 

 
"This exceptionally vivid, theoretically sophisticated 

volume provides a deep dive into the historical 
precedents, causes, evolution and ultimate demise of 
the 79-day Umbrella Movement that paralyzed Hong 

Kong in 2014. The contributors adopt a stunning variety 
of methods, data, on-the-spot observations, and 

disciplinary approaches to address important issues of 
contentious politics, social movements and hybrid 

regimes."  

 Thomas B. Gold, University of California, Berkeley 
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Available to order through your local bookseller 

or via aup.nl. Distribution outside North America 

through NBN International Ltd and available in 

North America through Baker & Taylor Publisher 

Services. 

 

 


