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The Wise Merchant

On g January 1632, at the inauguration of the
Amsterdam Illustrious School - the predecessor of the
city's university - Caspar Barlaeus delivered a speech
that has continued to arouse the curiosity of researchers
and the general public alike: Mercator sapiens. This
famous oration on the wise merchant is now considered
a key text of the Dutch Golden Age. At the same time it
is surrounded by misunderstandings regarding Barlaeus
himself, the nascent Illustrious School and Amsterdam's
merchant culture.

This volume presents the first English translation and
the first critical edition of the Mercator sapiens,
preceded by an introduction providing historical
context and a fresh interpretation of this intriguing text.

"Anna-Luna Post and Corinna Vermeulen shed new light
on the roles of humanist scholarship and rhetoric in
Holland's metropolis. Caspar Barlacus's 1632 oration, The
Wise Merchant, has often been cited but seldom read.
Their edition, translation and introduction set the work
into its historical context with learning, clarity and
economy.”
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Anna-Luna Post, MA, is currently employed by
Utrecht University. Her research combines
insights from cultural history and history of
knowledge and science with a specific focus on
early modern Italy and the Dutch Republic.
Corinna Vermeulen, PhD, is an independent
academic translator and editor specialising in
Neo-Latin texts.
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Available to order through your local bookseller
or via aup.nl. Distribution outside North
America through NBN International Ltd and
available in North America through Baker &
Taylor Publisher Services.
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