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Early Modern Women'sEarly Modern Women's
Mobility, Authority, andMobility, Authority, and
Agency Across the SpanishAgency Across the Spanish
EmpireEmpire

The new parameters of a global world in the early
modern period gave rise to an expansion of movement
that facilitated spatial and social mobility for women of
different social ranks. Through their reexamination of
archival documents and travel narratives, these essays
investigate the opportunities for female mobility across
the Spanish Empire, narrating the journeys of women
who assumed new and unpredictable roles in distant
environments. Some risked transoceanic journeys to
hold positions of colonial power, while nuns traveled
to found convents. Portuguese and Genoese women
financiers and merchants traversed the Mediterranean
to command enterprises in different cities. Breaking
with tradition, the noblewomen considered in these
essays exercised political agency as ambassadresses
and diplomatic spies at various European courts. Still
other women fled across borders from oppressive
marriages or cross-dressed as soldiers to perform
adventurous feats in support of imperial causes. Their
frequently distorted histories, authored by men, have
been revised and rectified by the authors of this
volume.
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Anne J. Cruz is Professor Spanish and Cooper Fellow in the Humanities Emerita at the University of Miami. She
has published on Renaissance poetics, the picaresque novel, Cervantes, and early modern women. A
corresponding member of Spainʼs Royal Academy of History, she edits the series New Hispanisms: Cultural and
Literary Studies.

Alejandra Franganillo Álvarez is Assistant Professor of History at the Universidad Complutense, Madrid. Her
research focuses on early modern queenship and court patronage. Her recent book on Isabel de Borbón
investigates the Spanish queenʼs noble household; she is currently studying the political agency of female nobility.
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Public Diplomacy in Ireland and Japan looks at the 
role played by private citizens in the relationship 
between the two countries. While public diplomacy is 
seen primarily as a means for states to advance their 
interests, encounters between people, sometimes with 
official support but often on their own initiative, can 
also be very influential in deepening links between 
nations. This book explores the evolution of public 
diplomacy from the earliest times up to the present 
and examines how Ireland and Japan have separately 
developed the use of public diplomacy as part of their 
foreign policy strategies. It considers how connections 
between people in various fields –culture, business, 
education, tourism and sport – have contributed to the 
relationship between Ireland and Japan. It concludes 
that these contacts been very positive and have 
contributed greatly to strengthening the ties that bind 
the two countries together.
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John Neary is a former diplomat who served as 
Irelandʼs Ambassador to Japan from 2010 to 2014. A 
graduate of University College Dublin (UCD), he joined 
the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1974. Following 
his retirement in 2016, he was appointed Adjunct 
Professor in UCD. He is also a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Chester Beatty in Dublin.
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The Problem of Piracy in theThe Problem of Piracy in the
Early Modern WorldEarly Modern World
Maritime Predation, Empire, and the
Construction of Authority at Sea

In the early modern period, both legal and illegal
maritime predation was a common occurrence, but the
expansion of European maritime empires exacerbated
existing and created new problems of piracy across the
globe. This collection of original case studies addresses
these early modern problems in three sections: first,
statesʼ attempts to exercise jurisdiction over seafarers
and their actions; second, the multiple predatory
marine practices considered ʻpiracyʼ; and finally, the
many representations made about piracy by states or
the seafarers themselves. Across nine chapters
covering regions including southeast Asia, the Atlantic
archipelago, the North African states, and the
Caribbean Sea, the complexities of defining and
criminalizing maritime predation is explored, raising
questions surrounding subjecthood, interpolity law,
and the impacts of colonization on the legal and social
construction of ocean, port, and coastal spaces.
Seeking the meanings and motivations behind piracy,
this book reveals that while European states attempted
to fashion piracy into a global and homogenous
phenomenon, it was largely a local and often
idiosyncratic issue.
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C. Nathan Kwan teaches at the Education University of Hong Kong. His research focuses on Qing Chinaʼs
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David Wilson is lecturer in maritime history at the University of Strathclyde. His research interests include early
modern piracy, maritime law, and coastal communities. He is the author of Suppressing Piracy in the Early
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Catholic Survival in theCatholic Survival in the
Dutch RepublicDutch Republic
Agency in Coexistence and the Public Sphere in
Utrecht, 1620-1672

Even in adversity, Catholics exercised considerable
agency in post-Reformation Utrecht. Through the
political practices of repression and toleration,
Utrechtʼs magistrates, under constant pressure from
the Reformed Church, attempted to exclude Catholics
from the urban public sphere. However, by mobilizing
their social status and networks, Catholic Utrechters
created room to live as pious Catholics and honourable
citizens, claiming more rights in the public sphere
through their spatial practices and in discourses of
self-representation. This book explores how Catholic
priests and laypeople cooperated and managed to
survive the Reformed regime by participating in a
communal process of delimiting the public, continuing
to rely on the medieval legacy and adapting to early
modern religious diversity. Deploying their own
understandings of publicness, Catholic Utrechters not
only enabled their survival in the city and the Catholic
revival in the Dutch Republic but also contributed to
shaping a multi-religious society in the Northern
Netherlands.
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Edited by Carola Lorea and RosalindEdited by Carola Lorea and Rosalind
HackettHackett

Religious Sounds Beyond theReligious Sounds Beyond the
Global NorthGlobal North
Senses, Media and Power

What makes sounds “religious”? How are communities
shaped by the things they hear, play, or listen to? This
book foregrounds connections between sounds,
bodies, and media in the private and public life of
communities beyond the Global North, analyzing
diverse configurations of the category of sound and
various sonic ontologies to usher in a more inclusive
global anthro-history of religious sounds. 
This edited volume implements a “sonic turn” in the
study of religion by engaging with a diversity of
auditory, musical, and embodied practices. Dislodging
the Global North as the main point of reference for
studies on religious sound, this volume proposes an
acoustemology of the post-secular with an emphasis on
Asia as method. Unsettling and expanding existing
discussions on senses, media, and power, editors
Carola E. Lorea and Rosalind I. J. Hackett present
religious sounds as co-creating subjectivities and
collectivities that coalesce around audible aesthetic
formations. This volume demonstrates that religious
sounds are not only produced by certain religious
traditions but also produce communities, shaping the
self and sensitivity of those who participate. I S BNI S BN
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CChhaanneellllee  DDeellaammeeiilllliieeuurree

AAbbdduuccttiioonn,,  MMaarrrriiaaggee,,  aanndd
CCoonnsseenntt  iinn  tthhee  LLaattee  MMeeddiieevvaall
LLooww  CCoouunnttrriieess

The Middle Dutch term schaec referred to abduction 
with marital intent. This book explores this 
phenomenon to understand wider attitudes towards 
marriage-making in the fifteenth-century Low 
Countries. Whilst exchanging words of consent was all 
that was required legally, making marriage was a social 
process that evoked public concern and familial 
scrutiny. Abductions embodied contrasting evaluations 
of what mattered when selecting a spouse and resulted 
in polarized trials in which narratives on consent, 
coercion, and family strategy coincided and competed. 
Abduction, Marriage, and Consent  draws from a wide 
range of legal records to assess how men, women, 
families, and authorities used, navigated, and dealt 
with abductions during this period. It contributes to 
debates on consent, family involvement, and womenʼs 
access to justice and demonstrates that abduction 
should be approached as a comprehensive social 
phenomenon, one that is crucial in the history of 
marriage and womenʼs social and legal status.
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EEddiitteedd  bbyy  EEmmmmaa  BBiijjnneenn,,  PPeeppiijjnn  BBrraannddoonn,, 
KKaarrwwaann  FFaattaahh--BBllaacckk,,  IImmaarraa  LLiimmoonn,, 
WWaayynnee  MMooddeesstt  aanndd  MMaarrggrriieett 
SScchhaavveemmaakkeerr

TThhee  FFuuttuurree  ooff  tthhee  DDuuttcchh
CCoolloonniiaall  PPaasstt
Curating Heritage, Art and Activism

Institutions across the globe are increasingly 
questioned on how their foundations are rooted in 
colonialism and how they aim to ʻdecolonizeʼ.
The Future of the Dutch Colonial Past  provides an 
overview of critical scholarly reflections on the history 
of Dutch slavery and colonization, as well as how this 
translates into critical cultural practices. It also 
explores possible futures: What can heritage 
institutions learn from (international) best practices 
regarding the ʻdecolonizationʼ of museums?And what 
role can contemporary artistic practices take in these 
processes? Through a variety of essays, interventions, 
interviews, and a roundtable conversation, scholars 
and cultural practitioners address these complex 
questions.
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Algorithmic RegimesAlgorithmic Regimes
Methods, Interactions, and Politics

Algorithms have risen to become one, if not the central
technology for producing, circulating, and evaluating
knowledge in multiple societal arenas. In this book,
scholars from the social sciences, humanities, and
computer science argue that this shift has, and will
continue to have, profound implications for how
knowledge is produced and what and whose knowledge
is valued and deemed valid. To attend to this
fundamental change, the authors propose the concept
of algorithmic regimes and demonstrate how they
transform the epistemological, methodological, and
political foundations of knowledge production,
sensemaking, and decision-making in contemporary
societies. Across sixteen chapters, the volume offers a
diverse collection of contributions along three
perspectives on algorithmic regimes: the methods
necessary to research and design algorithmic regimes,
the ways in which algorithmic regimes reconfigure
sociotechnical interactions, and the politics engrained
in algorithmic regimes.
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11665500
Reading Debates over Risk and Reward

Centered on moral critiques of wealth and the unequal 
distribution of risks and rewards in the lengthy voyages 
required by the East Indies trade, this book examines 
the debates surrounding Engl andʼs earliest global 
trading ventures. Arguments over the staggering loss of 
lives and national resources and struggles over control 
of the new trade in luxuries reveal the forging of 
rationales justifying the new capitalist inequalities. Yet 
Company servants traveling abroad to conduct the 
risky trade resisted this newly coalescing social 
formation through strategic disobedience to their 
mastersʼ will, controlling information and promoting 
ignorance when it served their financial and sexual 
purposes. Conflicting Claims to East India Company 
Wealth, 1600–1650 interrogates the forces that shaped 
Englandʼs earliest forays into capitalist imperialism by 
tracing the battles over corporate control of menʼs 
finances, marriages, and bare survival at the dawn of 
its global trade.
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New Approaches to ErnstNew Approaches to Ernst
LubitschLubitsch
A Light Touch

This exciting collection of unpublished essays on Ernst
Lubitsch addresses multiple gaps in scholarly and
critical engagement with the director. His understudied
early German films shed light on Jewish culture, on the
relation of comedy to gender and the influence of
theatre on his filmmaking. The popular historical epics
brought Lubitsch an invitation to Hollywood in 1922.
There, Lubitsch helped develop the film musical and
notably contributed to the genre of Hollywood
romantic comedy. The well-known scholars—film
historians, archivists, and theorists—whose essays
appear in this volume expand our knowledge of the set
designers, actors, directors and members of the emigré
community who contributed to Lubitschʼs vibrant
films. An emphasis on the role of material objects
opens up a new dimension of critical engagement with
the director. Light is shed on neglected films, and the
antifascist dimension of his oeuvre brings his political
stance clearly to light. As these essays make clear,
Lubtischʼs cinema is elusive and deserving of our close
attention.
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S-class destroyer Piet HeinS-class destroyer Piet Hein
(ex HMS Serapis)(ex HMS Serapis)

Ordered by the Royal Navy in 1941 the destroyers of the
5th Emergency Flotilla became known as S-class and
served as fleet and convoy escorts in World War II. In
the last months of the war three were transferred to the
Royal Neth. Navy for service in the Far East. HMS
Serapis was renamed HNLMS Piet Hein and served in
Indonesian War of Independence and saw action in the
Korean War. She was sold for scrap in 1962.
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By Michal    Piegzik 

The Civil Code 
Controversy in Meiji Japan 

The book outlines a dramatic history of the 
failed liberalization of Japanese private law 
during the Meiji era. Once Japan overthrew 
the shogunate and fully opened up to contact 
with the world, modernization of the 
backward country and its fragmented 
customary legal system became a crucial 
objective of the new ruling elites. The 
initiated codification of law included the 
drafting of the first Civil Code, designed to 
revolutionize the traditional societal ties in 
Japan. The legal project, seemingly 
straightforward, turned out to be notoriously 
difficult and dragged on for three decades. 
More importantly, it led to a national 
controversy, dividing the Japanese 
jurisprudence into two opposing factions, 
which supported drastically different visions 
of the Civil Code and thus, the country's 
future.
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Cleomadés and the Marvellous
Flying Wooden Horse
A Thirteenth-Century Romance by Adenet le

Roi
A	translation	into	English	of	Albert	Henry’s	de�initive
edition	of	Adenet	le	Roi’s	Cleomadés,	a	story	based	on	a
tale	from	The	One	Thousand	and	One	Nights.

Palace	and	pageantry,	music	and	feast	contribute	to	the
poetic	beauty	of	the	tale,	in	which	the	hero	Cleomadés
and	his	sweetheart	Clarmondine	share	love	of	an
intensity	evoking	that	of	Layla	and	Majnun,	of	Isolde	and
Tristan,	of	Guinevere	and	Lancelot.	When	adventures
with	a	mechanical	�lying	horse	separate	them
disastrously,	the	lovers	undertake	epic	journeys	and
devise	ingenious	ruses	to	effect	their	eventual	union.	In
medieval	French	tradition,	their	ardour	is	the	consuming
passion	of	the	narrative.	However,	Cleomadés	is	replete
with	material	on	the	status	of	women,	of	the	disabled,	of
the	insane,	of	religious	toleration,	of	violent	behaviour,
of	duty	toward	parents.	Produced	in	Paris	in	1285	under
the	patronage	of	Marie	de	Brabant,	queen	of	France	and
daughter	of	Adenet’s	�irst	patron,	Cleomadés	crowns	its
author’s	illustrious	career.
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Tommaso Astarita (ed. & trans.)

Tales of Love, Cleverness, and
Violence in Tomaso Costo’s
"Fuggilozio" (1596)
This	selection	from	Tomaso	Costo’s	Fuggilozio	(The
Cure	for	Indolence,	1596)	translates	entertaining,
dramatic,	or	witty	examples	of	the	over	four	hundred
stories	and	anecdotes	of	the	original.	Together,	they	offer
an	engaging	window	into	the	lively	culture	and	society
of	Naples	and	Italy	generally.	Though	the	story-tellers
are	all	from	the	city’s	elite,	the	characters	in	the	stories
they	tell	run	the	social	and	professional	gamut,	from
peasants	to	emperors,	and	the	variety	and	brevity	of	the
tales	offers	something	for	all	readers	who	can	smile	at
human	foibles,	silliness,	and	naughtiness,	and	admire
cleverness	and	guile.	Costo,	in	spite	of	his	introductory
claim	that	the	book	is	meant	to	guide	its	audience	to
virtue	and	away	from	vice,	also	at	times	indulges	in
blunt	innuendos	and	jokes	that	can	still	surprise	us
today.
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