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Edited by Richard J. Blakemore and James 
Davey  

The Maritime World of Early 

Modern Britain 

Britain's emergence as one of Europe's major maritime 

powers has all too frequently been subsumed by 

nationalistic narratives that focus on operations and 

technology. This volume, by contrast, offers a daring new 

take on Britain's maritime past. It brings together scholars 

from a range of disciplines to explore the manifold ways 

in which the sea shaped British history, demonstrating 

the number of approaches that now have a stake in 

defining the discipline of maritime history. The chapters 

analyse the economic, social, and cultural contexts in 

which English maritime endeavour existed, as well as 

discussing representations of the sea. The contributors 

show how people from across the British Isles 

increasingly engaged with the maritime world, whether 

through their own lived experiences or through material 

culture. The volume also includes essays that investigate 

encounters between English voyagers and indigenous 

peoples in Africa, and the intellectual foundations of 

imperial ambition. 

A M S T E R D A M  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  
M A R I T I M E  H U M A N I T I E S ,  1 4 0 0 - 1 8 0 0  

Richard Blakemore is a Lecturer in the History of 

the Atlantic World at the University of Reading. 

 

James Davey is Lecturer in Naval and Maritime 

history at the University of Exeter. 

 

Maritime Humanities, 1400-1800  

October 2020 

354 pages, 23 b/w illustrations 

Hardback 

156 x 234 mm 

ISBN 978 94 6372 130 1 

e-ISBN 978 90 4854 297 0 

€115.00 / £104.00 / $138.00 

€114.99 / £103.99 / $137.99 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Available outside North America through NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Available in North America through Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
List of illustrations 
List of tables 
Acknowledgements 
Note on conventions 
 
Introduction (Richard Blakemore and James Davey) 
 
Chapter 1: The Minion and its travels: sailing to Guinea in the sixteenth century (Bernhard Klein) 
Chapter 2:  Commanding the World Itself: Sir Walter Ralegh, La Popelinière, and the Huguenot 

influence on early English sea power (Alan James) 
Chapter 3:  An investigation of the size and geographical distribution of the English, Welsh, and 

Channel Islands merchant fleet: a case Study of 1571-72 (Craig L. Lambert and Gary P. 
Baker) 

Chapter 4:  An evaluation of Scottish trade with Iberia during the Anglo-Spanish War, 1585-1604 
(Claire McLoughlin)  

Chapter 5:  Performing 'Water' Ralegh: the cultural politics of sea captains in late Elizabethan and 

Jacobean drama (Claire Jowitt) 
Chapter 6:  'Wicked Actions Merit Fearful Judgments': capital trials aboard the early East India 

Company voyages (Cheryl Fury) 
Chapter 7:  'A water bawdy house': women and the navy in the British Civil Wars (Elaine Murphy) 
Chapter 8:  'Thy sceptre to a trident change / And straight, unruly seas thou canst command': 

contemporary representations of King Charles I and the Ship Money Fleets within the 

cultural imagination of Caroline England (Rebecca A. Bailey) 
Chapter 9:  'Proud Symbols of the Prospering Rural Seamen': Scottish church ship models and the 

Shipmaster's Societies of North East Scotland in the late 17th Century (Meredith Greiling) 
Chapter 10:  Systematizing the sea: knowledge, power and maritime sovereignty in late seventeenth- 

century science (Philippa Hellawell) 
 

Bibliography 
Index  

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  



 

Available outside North America through NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Available in North America through Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 

  

Allie Terry-Fritsch 

Somaesthetic Experience and the 

Viewer in Medicean Florence 

Renaissance Art and Political Persuasion, 1459-
1580 

Viewers in the Middle Ages and Renaissance were 

encouraged to forge connections between their physical 

and affective states when they experienced works of art. 

They believed that their bodies served a critical function 

in coming to know and make sense of the world around 

them, and intimately engaged themselves with works of 

art and architecture on a daily basis. This book examines 

how viewers in Medicean Florence were self-consciously 

cultivated to enhance their sensory appreciation of works 

of art and creatively self-fashion through somaesthetic 

experience. Mobilized as a technology for the production 

of knowledge with and through their bodies, viewers 

contributed to the essential meaning of Renaissance art 

and, in the process, bound them to others. By 

investigating the framework and practice of somaesthetic 

viewing of works by Benozzo Gozzoli, Donatello, 

Benedetto Buglioni, Giorgio Vasari, and others in 

fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Florence, the book 

approaches the viewer as a powerful tool that was used by 

patrons to shape identity and power in the Renaissance. 
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Haris Malamidis 

Social Movements and Solidarity 

Structures in Crisis-Ridden 

Greece 

Social Movements and Solidarity Structures in Crisis-
Ridden Greece explores the rich grassroots experience of 

social movements in Greece between 2008 and 2016. The 

harsh conditions of austerity triggered the rise of vibrant 

mobilizations that went hand-in-hand with the 

emergence of numerous solidarity structures, providing 

unofficial welfare services to the suffering population. 

Based on qualitative field research conducted in more 

than 50 social movement organizations in Greece's two 

major cities, the book offers an in-depth analysis of the 

contentious mechanisms that led to the development of 

such solidarity initiatives. By analyzing the 

organizational structure, resources and identity of 

markets without middlemen, social and collective 

kitchens, organizations distributing food parcels, social 

clinics and self-managed cooperatives, this study 

explains the enlargement of boundaries of collective 

action in times of crisis. 
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Holly Walters 

Shaligram Pilgrimage in the 

Nepal Himalayas 

For roughly two thousand years, the veneration of sacred 

fossil ammonites, called Shaligrams has been an 

important part of Hindu and Buddhist ritual practice 

throughout South Asia and among the global Diaspora. 

Originating from a single remote region of Himalayan 

Nepal, called Mustang, Shaligrams are all at once fossils, 

divine beings, and intimate kin with families and 

worshippers. Through their lives, movements, and 

materiality, Shaligrams then reveal fascinating new 

dimensions of religious practice, pilgrimage, and politics. 

But as social, environmental, and national conflicts in the 

politically-contentious region of Mustang continue to 

escalate, the geologic, mythic, and religious movements of 

Shaligrams have come to act as parallels to the mobility of 

people through both space and time. Shaligram mobility 

therefore traverses through multiple social worlds, 

multiple religions, and multiple nations revealing 

Shaligram practitioners as a distinct, alternative, 

community struggling for a place in a world on the edge. 
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Edited by Miriam Wendling 

Cardinal Adam Easton (c. 1330-

1397) 

Monk, Scholar, Theologian, Diplomat 

The varied career of Adam Easton (c. 1330-1397) led him 

from Norwich Cathedral Priory to Oxford, Avignon and 

Rome. Not only a monk of the Benedictine Order, he was 

also a scholar, theologian, diplomat and cardinal, and his 

work reflects the breadth of this multifaceted 

background. This volume presents recent research on 

Easton's oeuvre, his diplomacy, and the books that 

accompanied him on his travels. Amongst the works 

addressed in this volume are Easton's Defensorium 

ecclesiastice potestatis, his Defensorium S. Birgittae and 

his Office for the Feast of the Visitation. Further new 

evidence is also offered on his testimony during the Great 

Schism, on the dating of his copy of De pauperie 

Salvatoris, while two reassessments are made of his 

likeness, including his sepulchral monument at S. Cecilia 

in Rome and the Lutterwork wall painting. Finally, a 

catalogue of Easton's important manuscript collection is 

also provided. 
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Christopher Paolella 

Human Trafficking in Medieval 

Europe 

Slavery, Sexual Exploitation, and Prostitution 

Human trafficking has become a global concern over the 

last 20 years, but its violence has terrorized and 

traumatized its victims and survivors for millennia. This 

study examines the deep history of human trafficking 

from Late Antiquity to the Early Modern Period. It traces 

the evolution of trafficking patterns: the growth and 

decline of trafficking routes, the ever-changing 

relationships between traffickers and authorities, and it 

examines the underlying causes that lead to vulnerability 

and thus to exploitation. As the reader will discover, the 

conditions that lead to human trafficking in the modern 

world, such as poverty, attitudes of entitlement, 

corruption, and violence, have a long and storied past. 

When we understand that past, we can better anticipate 

human trafficking's future, and then we are better able to 

fight it. 

A M S T E R D A M  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S  
S O C I A L  W O R L D S  O F  L A T E  A N T I Q U I T Y  A N D  T H E  E A R L Y  M I D D L E  

A G E S

Christopher Paolella earned his Doctorate at the 

University of Missouri in 2019 under the direction of 

Dr. Lois Huneycutt. He now teaches ancient and 

medieval history at Valencia College in Orlando, 

Florida.  

 

Social Worlds of Late Antiquity and the Early Middle 

Ages  

October 2020 

278 pages, 7 b/w illustrations 

Hardback 

156 x 234 mm 

ISBN 978 94 6372 333 6 

e-ISBN 978 90 4855 155 2 

€105.00 / £96.00 / $124.00 

€104.99 / £95.99 / $123.99 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Available outside North America through NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Available in North America through Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Acknowledgements 
List of Maps 
Abstract 
 
Introduction 

 

Chapter One, Early-Medieval Slave Trading 

Chapter Two, 'Stuffing the Beaches'  

Chapter Three, Gendered Differences  

Chapter Four, The High-Medieval Pivot 

Chapter Five, The Late-Medieval Sex Trade  

 

Conclusion 
 
Bibliography 
Index 

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  



 

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl 
 
Distribution Rest of World via NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk 
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 

  

Lia Kent and Rui Graça Feijó (eds) 

The Dead as Ancestors, Martyrs, 

and Heroes in Timor-Leste 

During the 24-year Indonesian occupation of Timor-

Leste, thousands of people died or were killed in 

circumstances that did not allow the required death 

rituals to be performed at the time. Since the country 

attained independence in 1999, families have 

consequently devoted significant time, effort and 

resources to fulfilling their obligations to the dead. These 

obligations are accorded particular significance due to 

the fact that the dead are ascribed agency and can play a 

benevolent or malevolent role in the lives of the living. 

Such grassroots initiatives run in parallel with, and reveal 

a range of different attitudes towards, official initiatives 

that seek to transform particular dead bodies into public 

symbols of heroism, sacrifice and nationhood. This book 

focuses on the dynamic interplay between the potent 

presence of the dead in everyday life and their symbolic 

usefulness in wider processes of state and nation 

formation. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 
Rui Graça Feijó is a Research Fellow at the Centre for 

Social Studies, University of Coimbra, and Associate 

Researcher at the Institute for Contemporary History, 

NOVA University of Lisbon. 

 

Lia Kent is a Visiting Fellow in the School of Regulation 

and Global Governance at the Australian National 

University. 

 
October 2020 
326 pages, 16 b/w illustrations 
Hardback 
156 x 234 mm 

€109.00 / £99.00 / $136.00 
€108.99 / £98.99 / $135.99 
 
ISBN 9789463724319 
e-ISBN 9789048544448 
BISAC SOC002010 / SOC005000 / POL045000 
BIC JHMC / HBTR / 1FMNT 
 
KEYWORDS 
The dead; Timor-Leste; ancestors; martyrs; 
heroes; identity narratives; imagining nation 
and state. 
 
 

 



 

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl 
 
Distribution Rest of World via NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk 
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 
 
 
 

  

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

Preface. (Elizabeth Traube) 

Introduction: Martyrs, Ancestors and Heroes: The Multiple Lives of Dead Bodies in Independent Timor-Leste. 

(Lia Kent and Rui Graca Feijo) 

PART I: Ancestors, Martyrs and Heroes  

Chapter 1. Ancestors and Martyrs in Timor-Leste. (Susana de Matos Viegas) 

Chapter 2. Remembering the Martyrs of National Liberation in Timor-Leste. (Michael Leach) 

PART II: The Dead in Everyday Life 

Chapter 3. Spirits Live Among Us: Mythology, the Hero's Journey and the Supernatural World in a Community 

in Atauro. (Alessandro Boarccaech) 

Chapter 4. 'Sempre la'o ho ita': Ancestral Omnipotence and the Protection of the Living in Timor-Leste. 

(Bronwyn Winch) 

Chapter 5. Unfulfilled Peace: Death and the Limits of Liberalism in Timor-Leste. (Damian Grenfell) 

Chapter 6. The Politics of Loss and Restoration: Massive Bad Death in the Oecussi Highlands. (Victoria K. 

Sakti) 

Chapter 7. Death Across the Border and the Prospects of Improved People to People Relationships. (Andrey 

Damaledo) 

Chapter 8. Working for the Living and the Dead: Challenges Associated with Personal Identification from 

Skeletal Remains in Timor-Leste. (Soren Blau) 

PART III: The Dead and the Nation-State 

Chapter 9. Remembering the Dead in Post-Independence Timor-Leste: Victims or Martyrs? (Amy Rothschild) 

Chapter 10. Gender, Agency and the (In)Visibility of the Dead and the Wounded. (Henri Myrttinen) 

Chapter 11. On the Politics of Memory: Cult of Martyrs, Contested Memories and Social Status. (Rui Graca 

Feijo) 

Chapter 12. Gathering the Dead, Imagining the State? Examining the Work of Commissions for the Recovery 

of Human Remains. (Lia Kent) 

Chapter 13. Selling Names: The 'Material Dimension' of State Recognition of Martyrs in Timor-Leste. (Kate 

Roll) 

Index 



 

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl 
 
Distribution Rest of World via NBN International | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk 
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com 
 

  

Amsterdam University Press 
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89 
1018 VR Amsterdam 

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50 
info@aup.nl 
marketing@aup.nl 

www.aup.nl 
facebook.com/AUPAcademic 
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress 

 

 

  

Edited by Jill Murphy and Laura Rascaroli  

Theorizing Film Through 

Contemporary Art 

Expanding Cinema 

As the cinematic experience becomes subsumed into 

ubiquitous technologies of seeing, contemporary 

artworks lift the cinematic from the immateriality of the 

film screen, separating it into its physical components 

within the gallery space. How do film theorists read 

these reformulations of the cinematic medium and their 

critique of what it is and has been? Theorizing Cinema 
through Contemporary Art: Expanding Cinema considers 

artworks that incorporate, restage, and re-present 

cinema's configurations of space, experience, 

presence/absence, production and consumption, 

technology, myth, perception, event, and temporality, 

thereby addressing the creation, appraisal, and evolution 

of film theory as channeled through contemporary art. 

Taking film theory as a blueprint for the moving image, 

and juxtaposing it with artworks that render cinema as a 

material object, this book unfolds a complex relationship 

between a theory and a practice that have often been 

seen as virtually incompatible, heightening our 

understanding of each and, more pertinently, their 

interactions. 
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Adam Szymanski 

Cinemas of Therapeutic 

Activism 

Depression and the Politics of Existence 

The hegemonic meaning of depression as a universal 

mental illness embodied by an individualized subject is 

propped up by psychiatry's clinical gaze. Cinemas of 

Therapeutic Activism turns to the work contemporary 

filmmakers who express a shared concern for mental 

health under global capitalism to explore how else 

depression can be perceived. In taking their critical 

visions as intercessors for thought, Adam Szymanski 

proposes a thoroughly relational understanding of 

depression attentive to eventful, collective and 

contingent qualities of subjectivity. What emerges is a 

melancholy aesthetics attuned to the existential 

contours and political stakes of health. Cinemas of 
Therapeutic Activism adventurously builds affinities 

across the lines of national, linguistic and cultural 

difference. The films of Angela Schanelec, Kelly 

Reichardt, Apichatpong Weerasethakul and Kanakan 

Balintagos are grouped together for the first time, 

constituting a polystylistic common front of artist-

physicians who live, work, and create on the belief that 

life can be more liveable. 
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Edited by Jaap Verheul 

The Cultural Life of James Bond 

Specters of 007 

The release of No Time To Die in 2020 heralds the arrival 

of the twenty-fifth installment in the James Bond film 

series. Since the release of Dr. No in 1962, the cinematic 

James Bond has expedited the transformation of Ian 

Fleming's literary creation into an icon of western popular 

culture that has captivated audiences across the globe by 

transcending barriers of ideology, nation, empire, gender, 

race, ethnicity, and generation. The Cultural Life of James 
Bond: Specters of 007 untangles the seemingly perpetual 

allure of the Bond phenomenon by looking at the non-

canonical texts and contexts that encompass the cultural 

life of James Bond. Chronicling the evolution of the 

British secret agent over half a century of political, social, 

and cultural permutations, the fifteen chapters examine 

the Bond-brand beyond the film series and across media 

platforms while understanding these ancillary texts and 

contexts as sites of negotiation with the Eon franchise. 

 

"Situating the films in a range of new contexts, this trove 
of essays uncovers previously ignored and even 

unexpected connections between Bond and such 
phenomena as black casting and performance, 

postfeminism, modernism, transnational geographies and 
taste cultures, and the development of film, television, 

video game, and music industries across the globe. This 
book doesn’t just remind us that Bond matters. It reminds 

us that Bond scholarship matters."  

 Colin Burnett, Washington University in St. Louis, author of The Invention 

of Robert Bresson: The Auteur and His Market (2017) 

"This book brings together a supremely talented group of 
scholars to interrogate 007 in new and innovative ways. 

The result is a fresh and timely re-examination of the 
James Bond phenomenon's complicated relationship with 

popular culture, global media, and transnational 
geopolitics. The Cultural Life of James Bond is a must-read 

for 007 scholars and fans alike."  

 Professor Christoph Lindner, University College London 
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Theresa A. Vaughan 

Women, Food, and Diet in the 

Middle Ages 

Balancing the Humours 

What can anthropological and folkloristic approaches to 

food, gender, and medicine tell us about these topics in 

the Middle Ages beyond the textual evidence itself? 

Women, Food, and Diet in the Middle Ages: Balancing the 
Humours uses these approaches to look at the textual 

traditions of dietary recommendations for women's 

health, placed within the context of the larger cultural 

concerns of gender roles and Church teachings about 

women. Women are expected to be nurturers, healers, 

and the primary locus of food provisioning for families, 

especially when considering the lower social classes 

which are typically overlooked in the written record. 

What can we know about women, food, medicine, and 

diet in the Middle Ages and how does the written medical 

tradition interact with folk medicine and other cultural 

factors in both understanding women's bodies and their 

roles as healers and food providers. 
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Freedom of the Press in China 

A Conceptual History, 1831-1949 

Western commentators have often criticized the state of 

press freedom in China, arguing that individual speech 

still suffers from arbitrary restrictions and that its mass 

media remains under an authoritarian mode. Yet the 

history of press freedom in the Chinese context has 

received little examination. Unlike conventional 

historical accounts which narrate the institutional 

development of censorship and people's resistance to 

arbitrary repression, this book is the first comprehensive 

study presenting the intellectual trajectory of press 

freedom. It sheds light on the transcultural transference 

and localization of the concept in modern Chinese 

history, spanning from its initial introduction in 1831 to 

the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 

1949. By examining intellectuals' thoughts, common 

people's attitudes, and official opinions, along with the 

social-cultural factors that were involved in negotiating 

Chinese interpretations and practices in history, this book 

uncovers the dynamic and changing meanings of press 

freedom in modern China. 
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Nicky Pouw 

Wellbeing Economics 

How and Why Economics Needs to Change 

Amidst rising global inequality, migration, climate 

change, health pandemics, and deepening poverty, it is 

time to redirect our economy towards more sustainable 

and socially just processes and outcomes. In Wellbeing 
Economics Nicky Pouw puts forward a new framework 

that places human wellbeing at the centre, instead of 

economic growth. She postulates ten reasons why 

economics should change to remain a relevant discipline 

and develops a Wellbeing Economic Matrix (WEM) to 

implement this approach. In doing so, it is one of the first 

economics books that 'rethinks the economy' from head 

to tail. 
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Lúcia Nagib 

Realist Cinema as World Cinema 

Non-Cinema, Intermedial Passages, Total 
Cinema 

This book presents the bold and original proposal to 

replace the general appellation of 'world cinema' with 

the more substantive concept of 'realist cinema'. Veering 

away from the usual focus on modes of reception and 

spectatorship, it locates instead cinematic realism in the 

way films are made. The volume is structured across 

three innovative categories of realist modes of 

production: 'non-cinema', or a cinema that aspires to be 

life itself; 'intermedial passages', or films that incorporate 

other artforms as a channel to historical and political 

reality; and 'total cinema', or films moved by a totalising 

impulse, be it towards the total artwork, total history or 

universalising landscapes. Though mostly devoted to 

recent productions, each part starts with the analysis of 

foundational classics, which have paved the way for 

future realist endeavours, proving that realism is timeless 

and inherent in cinema from its origin. 
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" Lúcia Nagib redefines realism not as a mere question of 
rhetoric or style, or a product of a certain age and place, 

but as a deep and steadfast commitment of filmmakers to 
an "ethics of the real" based on various forms of 

engagement with physical reality, which may include 
"passages" provided by the other arts. Her incisive 

theoretical arguments and finely nuanced close readings 
will change forever how we think of the unity of art and 

reality, or the role of intermediality in cinema."  
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Kit Heyam 

The Reputation of Edward II, 

1305-1697 

A Literary Transformation of History 

During his lifetime and the four centuries following his 

death, King Edward II (1307-1327) acquired a reputation 

for having engaged in sexual and romantic relationships 

with his male favourites, and having been murdered by 

penetration with a red-hot spit. This book provides the 

first account of how this reputation developed, providing 

new insights into the processes and priorities that 

shaped narratives of sexual transgression in medieval 

and early modern England. In doing so, it analyses the 

changing vocabulary of sexual transgression in English, 

Latin and French; the conditions that created space for 

sympathetic depictions of same-sex love; and the use of 

medieval history in early modern political polemic. It 

also focuses, in particular, on the cultural impact of 

Christopher Marlowe's Edward II (c.1591-92). Through 

such close readings of poetry and drama, alongside 

chronicle accounts and political pamphlets, it 

demonstrates that Edward's medieval and early modern 

afterlife was significantly shaped by the influence of 

literary texts and techniques. A 'literary transformation' 

of historiographical methodology is, it argues, an 

apposite response to the factors that shaped medieval 

and early modern narratives of the past. 
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Edited by Sven Dupré, Anna Harris, Patricia 
Lulof, Julia Kursell, and Maartje Stols-Witlox 

Reconstruction, Replication and 

Re-enactment in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences 

Performative methods are playing an increasingly 

prominent role in research into historical production 

processes, materials, and bodily knowledge and sensory 

skills, and in forms of education and public engagement 

in classrooms and museums. This book offers, for the first 

time, sustained, interdisciplinary reflections on 

performative methods, variously known as 

Reconstruction, Re-enactment, Replication, Reproduction 

and Reworking (RRR) practices across the fields of history 

of science, archaeology, art history, conservation, 

musicology and anthropology. Each of these fields has 

distinct histories, approaches, tools and research 

questions. Researchers in the historical disciplines have 

used reconstructions to learn about the materials and 

practices of the past, while anthropologists and 

ethnographers have more often studied the re-

enactments themselves, participating in these 

performances as engaged observers. In this book, an 

interdisciplinary group of authors bring their experiences 

of RRR practices within their discipline into conversation 

with RRR practices in other disciplines, providing a basis 

for interdisciplinary cross-fertilization. 
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Edited by Michael Raine and Johan Nordström 

The Culture of the Sound Image 

in Prewar Japan 

This collection of essays explores the development of 

electronic sound recording in Japanese cinema, radio, 

and popular music to illuminate the interrelationship of 

aesthetics, technology, and cultural modernity in prewar 

Japan. Putting the cinema at the center of a "culture of 

the sound image", it restores complexity to a media 

transition that is often described simply as slow and 

reluctant. In that vibrant sound culture, the talkie was 

introduced on the radio before it could be heard in the 

cinema, and pop music adaptations substituted for 

musicals even as cinema musicians and live narrators 

resisted the introduction of recorded sound. Taken 

together, the essays show that the development of sound 

technology shaped the economic structure of the film 

industry and its labour practices, the intermedial 

relation between cinema, radio, and popular music, as 

well as the architecture of cinemas and the visual style of 

individual Japanese films and filmmakers. 
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Edited by Heather Dalton 

Keeping Family in an Age of 

Long Distance Trade, Imperial 

Expansion, and Exile, 1550-1850 

Keeping Family in an Age of Long Distance Trade, 
Imperial Expansion and Exile, 1550-1850 brings together 

eleven original essays by an international group of 

scholars, each investigating how family, or the idea of 

family, was maintained or reinvented when husbands, 

wives, children, apprentices, servants or slaves separated, 

or faced separation, from their household. The result is a 

fresh and geographically wide-ranging discussion about 

the nature of family and its intersection with travel over 

a three hundred year period during which roles and 

relationships, within and between households, were 

increasingly affected by trade, settlement, and empire 

building. The imperial project may have influenced 

different regions in different ways at different times yet, 

as this collection reveals, families, especially those 

transcending national ties and traditional boundaries 

were central to its progress. Together, these essays bring 

new understandings of the foundations of our 

interconnected world and of the people who contributed 

to it. 
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Edited by Nanke Verloo and Luca Bertolini 

Seeing the City 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Study of 
the Urban 

The city is a complex object. Some researchers look at its 

shape, others at its people, animals, ecology, policy, 

infrastructures, buildings, history, art, or technical networks. 

Some researchers analyse processes of in- or exclusion, 

gentrification, or social mobility; others biological evolution, 

traffic flows, or spatial development. Many combine these 

topics or add still more topics beyond this list. Some projects 

cross the boundaries of research and practice and engage in 

action research, while others pursue knowledge for the sake of 

curiosity. This volume embraces this variety of perspectives 

and provides an essential collection of methodologies for 

studying the city from multiple, interdisciplinary, and 

transdisciplinary perspectives. We start by recognizing that 

the complexity of the urban environment cannot be 

understood from a single vantage point. We therefore offer 

multiple methodologies in order to gather and analyse data 

about the city, and provide ways to connect and integrate 

these approaches.  

 

The contributors form a talented network of urban scholars 

and practitioners at the forefront of their fields. They offer 

hands-on methodological techniques and skills for data 

collection and analysis. Furthermore, they reveal honest and 

insightful reflections from behind the scenes. All 

methodologies are illustrated with examples drawn from the 

authors own research applying them in the city of Amsterdam. 

In this way, the volume also offers a rich collection of 

Amsterdam-based research and outcomes that may inform 

local urban practitioners and policy makers.   

 

Altogether, the volume offers indispensable tools for and aims 

to educate a new generation of interdisciplinary and 

transdisciplinary-minded urban scholars and practitioners. 
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Edited by Richard Rogers and Sabine Niederer 

The Politics of Social Media 

Manipulation 

Disinformation and so-called fake news are contemporary 

phenomena with rich histories. Disinformation, or the 

willful introduction of false information for the purposes 

of causing harm, recalls infamous foreign interference 

operations in national media systems. Outcries over fake 

news, or dubious stories with the trappings of news, have 

coincided with the introduction of new media 

technologies that disrupt the publication, distribution 

and consumption of news -- from the so-called rumour-

mongering broadsheets centuries ago to the blogosphere 

recently. Designating a news organization as fake, or der 

Lügenpresse, has a darker history, associated with 

authoritarian regimes or populist bombast diminishing 

the reputation of 'elite media' and the value of 

inconvenient truths.  

 

In a series of empirical studies, using digital methods and 

data journalism, we inquire into the extent to which 

social media have enabled the penetration of foreign 

disinformation operations, the widespread publication 

and spread of dubious content as well as extreme 

commentators with considerable followings attacking 

mainstream media as fake. 
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Edited by Mark C. Amodio 

John Miles Foley's World of 

Oralities 

Text, Tradition, and Contemporary Oral Theory 

This collection brings together newly commissioned and 

cutting-edge essays on oral text and tradition ranging 

from the ancient and medieval world to the present day 

by an international group of leading oral theorists drawn 

from Europe and North America. Using a range of 

materials including the Bible, Greek epic, Beowulf, Old 

Norse, and Old English riddles, and medieval music, the 

contributors collectively work to refine, challenge, and 

further advance contemporary Oral Theory, an 

interdisciplinary school of thought heavily influenced by 

John Miles Foley, whose work provides the jumping-off 

point for this volume. The book includes a useful 

introduction to the history of oral theory, and Foley’s 

ground-breaking and influential work. 
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