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Health Facts for you

Voiding Cystourethrogram (VCUG)

This test is a series of bladder x-rays. The x-
rays are taken when the bladder is full,
during urination (voiding) and when the
bladder is empty. This test shows the shape
of the bladder. It can help us find out if urine
backs up into your kidneys when you pass
urine.

The test will take about 45 minutes. There is
no preparation. You may need to give a
urine sample.

A tube is put into the bladder to drain the
urine and fill it with a contrast solution.
Once the bladder is full, x-rays are taken.
The catheter is taken out and you will be
asked to urinate while lying on the table.

Another x-ray is taken. When your bladder
is empty, the last x-ray is taken.

Parents will be able to be with their child
during the test. Child Life is on hand for
distraction and play.

Your doctor will review the results of this
test with you.

Please tell your provider if you have an
allergy to contrast dye.

Phone Numbers
UW Health Urology
608-263-4757

UW Health at The American Center Urology
608-440-6464

UW Health One South Park Urology
608-287-2900

After hours, nights, weekends, and
holidays, the clinic number is answered by
the paging operator. Ask for the Urology
Doctor on call. Leave your name and phone
number with the area code. The doctor will
call you back. The toll-free number is:
1-844-607-4800.

If you are a patient receiving care at
UnityPoint — Meriter, Swedish American or
a health system outside of UW Health,
please use the phone numbers provided in
your discharge instructions for any questions
or concerns.

Your health care team may have given you this information as part of your care. If so, please use it and call if you
have any questions. If this information was not given to you as part of your care, please check with your doctor. This
is not medical advice. This is not to be used for diagnosis or treatment of any medical condition. Because each
person’s health needs are different, you should talk with your doctor or others on your health care team when using
this information. If you have an emergency, please call 911. Copyright ©1/2019 University of Wisconsin Hospitals
and Clinics Authority. All rights reserved. Produced by the Department of Nursing. HF#5247.
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