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Biologics and Biosimilar Medicines 
 

A biologic is a medicine made from a living 
thing like a bacteria, yeast and animal cells. 
They treat things like:  

• cancer,  
• diabetes 
• psoriasis 
• rheumatoid arthritis, and 
• inflammatory bowel disease.  

 
Reference Medicines 
“Reference” means the “first” of this type of 
biologic medicine to be approved.  
 
Biosimilar Medicine 
This is medicine that is highly similar to a 
reference medicine, i.e., an existing biologic 
medicine. To be approved by the FDA, these 
medicines have gone through a lot of testing 
to show they have similar safety and 
treatment effects.  
 
Benefits include: 

• Lower drug prices 
• Lower healthcare costs 
• Better access to medicine 

 

Naming of Biologics and Biosimilars 
Biosimilars are named after the medicine. 
Biosimilars include four letters at the end of 
the medicine name. The brand names are not 
the same. See examples below. 
 

Medicine 
(brand name) 

Biosimilar Medicine 
(brand name) 

infliximab 
(Remicade®) 

infliximab-axxq 
(Avsola®) 

infliximab-qbtx 
(Ixifi®) 

infliximab-abda 
(Renflexis®) 

infliximab-dyyb 
(Inflectra®) 

rituximab 
(Rituxan®) 

rituximab-abbs 
(Truxima®) 

rituximab-pvvr 
(Ruxience®) 

rituximab-arrx 
(Riabni®) 

insulin glargine 
(Lantus®) 

insulin glargine-yfgn 
(Semglee®) 

insulin glargine-aglr 
(Rezvoglar®) 

adalimumab 
(Humira®) 

adalimumab-atto 
(Amjevita®) 

adalimumab-bwwd 
(Hadlima®) 

adalimumab-adbm 
(Cyltezo®) 

adalimumab-aqvh 
(Yusimry®) 

adalimumab-adaz 
(Hyrimoz®) 

filgrastim 
(Neupogen®) 

Filgrastim-sndz 
(Zarxio®) 

 


