Genelec adds RAW
sophistication to
Helsinki’s latest
restaurant sensation

ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY 4030s DELIVER
A HIGH CLASS AUDIO
EXPERIENCE AT LILY LEE

LILY LEE OFFERS TAIWANESE-INSPIRED CUISINE
IN A MODERN, SEMI-INDUSTRIAL SE T TING
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T

omi Björck is one of Finland’s bestknown chefs and restaurateurs.
W ith ten restaurants and two
bakeries already to his name
across Finland, Sweden and
Australia (yes, Australia on the
other side of the world), Björck with his wife
Minka and three other associates embarked
on their latest project in Spring 2020.
Lily Lee, in the heart of the Finnish capital

of Helsinki, offers a range of unique dishes
inspired by Taiwanese cuisine, Hong Kong’s
street kitchens and classical Cantonese
cooking. A Genelec loudspeaker system in
the environmentally friendly RAW aluminium
finish enhances the dark, sultry interior with
a high class audio experience that blends
perfectly into the lush surroundings.
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THE FULL, ROUNDED SOUND OF GENELEC IS KEY FOR US AND
TOTALLY UNIQUE. NO OTHER BRAND SOUNDS QUITE LIKE IT.
As a long-time Genelec user, Björck contacted
Genelec directly for his new project. After
an initial survey of the premises and some
recommendations, Genelec passed the
project onto renowned Finnish AV integrator,
4Business Oy.
4Business’s Janne Lankinen, who also has
a lot of experience with Genelec technology,
was unsurprised by Björck’s choice. “Music
and atmosphere are crucial elements for Tomi
at all of his venues, so an easy-to-use, high
quality audio system was a must-have feature
for Lily Lee. Whilst he aims for a relaxed
atmosphere, the emphasis is always on
quality and natural materials and ingredients
— whether it be the quality of the food, the
furnishings, or the sound system. It therefore
comes as no surprise that he went straight to
Genelec for his audio requirements.”
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In addition to the requirement for high quality,
it was important that the loudspeakers blend
seamlessly with the architecture and design of
the new restaurant. Lily Lee’s interiors feature
predominantly dark-coloured walls, ceilings
and furniture to create a warm, intimate
atmosphere punctuated with architectural
lighting and occasional splashes of colour
thanks to Japanese-inspired wall murals, lush
green plants and minimalist table decorations.
“We have had Genelec loudspeakers in
almost all of our restaurants and there is no
other brand we would go with,” confirms Lily
Lee’s Minka Björck. “The full, rounded sound
of Genelec is key for us and it is totally unique.
No other brand sounds quite like it. We like to
play music quite loud in our venues, so sound
quality is super important. Finally, we love the
sleek look of the loudspeakers, they work
really well with our décor.”

THE RAW FINISH LOOKS SUPERB AND THANKS TO SOME CLEVER
LOUDSPEAKER PLACEMENT THE SYSTEM SOUNDS AMAZING.
Lankinen and his team installed a total of
twelve Genelec 4030 installation loudspeakers
in the distinctive RAW finish across the three
areas of the restaurant. “The RAW aluminium
finish blends beautifully with the dark, slightly
industrial feel of the restaurant, even adding
an aesthetic touch of its own,” says Lankinen.
“The 4030s deliver excellent acoustic output
and controlled directivity from a pleasingly
compact enclosure, and of course they
match all of the client’s requirements in terms
of a minimised carbon footprint thanks to
sustainable production practices and an
extended product lifecycle. When you add
top notch build quality and high brand value
to the list, it’s difficult for clients to consider
anything else!”
The twelve 4030s were installed as a zoned,
distributed system throughout the restaurant,
lounge and bar. In total, Lily Lee is able to host

up to 250 people across the various spaces,
which can be booked privately for functions
and celebrations, either in part or as a whole.
For processing and routing, 4Business opted
for a Symetrix Prism 4x4 Dante processor
and a T-5 touch screen control panel loaded
with 4Business’s own graphical user interface
for straightforward fingertip management and
control. “We have found that this combination
is per fect for restaurant staff as a lowthreshold, easy-to-use control solution in
hospitality environments,” remarks Lankinen.
“It gives them everything they need — and
no more!”
The 4000 Series installation loudspeakers
from Genelec are ideally suited to
environments where discretion is an important
criterion; as active loudspeakers, there are no
external amplifier racks to worry about, which
simplifies installation and reduces cabling. There
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is a wide range of mounting accessories to
choose from — in this case 4Business selected
the 8000-422B adjustable wall mounts for
optimal positioning — and the room response
controls on the rear of the loudspeaker
are a valuable tool to help compensate for
challenging acoustic environments.
“I’m really pleased with what we’ve achieved
here as it wasn’t as straightforward as you
might think,” reveals Lankinen. “We had all
but finalised our designs when the COVID-19
pandemic hit, and of course, that changed
everything. The hospitality industry has been
particularly hard hit — even if here in Finland I
think we were spared the worst of it. Opening
a new business in the hospitality sector
during these times represents a considerable
risk, and so we were pretty much forced to
go back to the drawing board in order to

keep costs to a minimum. The challenge,
of course, was that the initial requirements
hadn’t changed — we still needed to provide
high class music reproduction with excellent
coverage and enough SPL capacity to handle
DJ performances during weekends. As a
result, we had to be pretty creative with our
design — especially in terms of loudspeaker
alignment — in order to deliver the same
stunning results with fewer loudspeakers than
initially planned.
“Frankly, the 4000 Series loudspeakers that
we opted for in the end have really proven
their worth,” concludes Lankinen. “They are
truly excellent loudspeakers for this kind of
environment. The RAW finish looks superb
and thanks to some clever loudspeaker
placement and judicious use of the on-board
room compensation controls plus a tiny bit
of external processing, the system sounds
amazing. I’m grateful that the customer has
been able to open a new high-end restaurant
during a difficult year, and that we have had
the honour of being a part of it.”

THE KIT
• 12 x 4030C
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