
Genelec powers  
award-winning home 
cinema designed by 
Cinema Architects

‘ROOM-WITHIN-A-ROOM’ 
DESIGN ENSURES 
PRISTINE AUDIO – AND 
EVEN INCLUDES A BED!



SOUTH AFRICAN HOME CINEMA RELIES ON 
GENELEC FOR A SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION
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Cinema Architects is an award-
winning custom integrat ion 
company based in Kramerville, 
Sandton, that special izes in 
the design and integrat ion 
of sophist icated electronic 

systems for residential  environments — 
including some of South Afr ica’s most 
beauti ful and innovative home cinemas. 
‘Cinema Brunnock’ was one such project 

wh ich scooped up not  one,  but  two 
prestigious awards; the first from Design  
et al., a leading UK inter ior design and 
architecture magazine; and the second from 
CE Pro, the leading US B2B publication for 
custom electronics. As with all of Cinema 
Architects’ home cinema projects, Genelec 
was the go-to loudspeaker choice for  
Cinema Brunnock.
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https://cinemaarchitects.co.za/#
https://cinemaarchitects.co.za/#
https://www.genelec.com


treatment,” explains Tavares. “Our only option 
was to build a ‘room-within-a-room’ using a 
stand-alone sub frame. However, the second 
problem was that the roof was very low — 
much lower than the norm — and that the 
sub-frame was going to lower it still further. We 
spent a lot of time designing a subframe with 
the lowest profile possible, in order to maintain 
the maximum amount of height in the room.”

When it came to the sound, Cinema Architects 
opted for a 7.1.4 immersive loudspeaker 
system comprising three Genelec 1238 three-
way smart active studio loudspeakers as 
L/C/R, supplemented by four Genelec AIW25 
in-wall surround loudspeakers and four AIC25 
in-ceiling overhead loudspeakers. A 7370 12-
inch smart active subwoofer placed beneath 
the screen completed the system. 

“We’ve been using Genelec for our home 
cinema builds for years,” remarks Tavares. 

The brief for the project was somewhat 
unusual in that the client asked for a bed to be 
incorporated in the design at the front of the 
cinema. “In fact, the client is a family with two 
young children who enjoy weekend cinema 
sleepovers,” recalls Cinema Architects sales 
& marketing director, Mauricio Tavares. “That 
had an impact on our audio calculations as 
we needed to ensure that the ‘sweet spot’ 
was focused on the front row where the bed 
is located. It’s an unconventional request, so 
it was up to us to ensure that the sound in 
the rest of the space was not compromised 
as a result.”

Another challenge was that the residence is 
built next to a dam with high water levels — 
consequently a huge amount of waterproofing 
had been carried out in the basement where 
the cinema is located. “We were not allowed to 
drill into the concrete floor, sidewalls or roof as 
it would have compromised the waterproofing 

WE CAN GUARANTEE CRYSTAL CLEAR, TRANSPARENT AUDIO, 
WHATEVER THE CONSTRAINTS.
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https://www.genelec.com/1238ac
https://www.genelec.com/previous-models/aiw25
https://www.genelec.com/previous-models/aic25
https://www.genelec.com/7370a


“Apart from the obvious advantage when 
it comes to sound quality, there is also the 
benefit of design simplicity using Genelec. 
Having bui l t - in ampl i f icat ion is a huge 
advantage, especially in areas where space 
is at a premium. It’s often the case in home 
cinemas, and especially so in this instance. 
Not having to worry about sourcing external 
amplifiers and then finding a home for them 
is a massive bonus, and of course it reduces 
cabling as well — which in turn reduces cost.”

Having el iminated the need for external 
amplifiers, Cinema Architects were able to 
select a processor based on its surround 
sound capabilities and not its amplification 
power. They opted for an affordable NAD 
receiver which produces excellent quality 
sound and is upgradeable both in terms of 
software and hardware, thus lengthening its 
service life and representing considerable 
cost savings. The Genelec loudspeakers 

THE HIGH QUALITY, RELIABLE AND SUSTAINABLE SYSTEM WILL 
PERFORM BEAUTIFULLY FOR DECADES TO COME.

are also supported by regular free firmware 
updates, which increases longevity.

The Cinema Architects team also appreciates 
the ease with which Genelec smart active 
models can be set-up and calibrated using 
GLM software. “It’s really easy to get the 
system sounding great, even in awkward 
acoustic spaces,” confirms Tavares. “We’re 
able to calibrate the loudspeakers precisely 
the way we want to, so that we can guarantee 
crystal clear, transparent audio, whatever 
the constraints. Finally, their durability is also 
second to none; once installed, we know they 
will be fit for purpose for many years to come. 

“In short, the active design and superlative 
audio quality of Genelec loudspeakers offer 
advantages for us at several levels: overall the 
system is much more compact and easier to 
install — having removed the need for bulky 
external amplifiers and associated cabling, all 
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https://nadelectronics.com
https://www.genelec.com/glm
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we need to add is a processor and a source 
(such as a Blu-ray player or Apple TV etc.); 
consequently we have much more flexibility 
when it comes to the choice of a processor. 
The result is a high quality, rel iable and 
sustainable system that will perform beautifully 
for decades to come. Using Genelec has 
allowed us to be more creative, to push the 
boundaries of what’s possible, and to produce 
a world-class cinema every time.”

THE KIT
• 4 x AIW25
• 4 x AIC25
• 3 x 1238AC
• 1 x 7370A
• 1 x GLM Software
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https://www.blu-ray.com
https://tv.apple.com

