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GRAMMY®-Winning Producer and Songwriter Mike Elizondo Chooses 

Genelec W371A Smart Active Woofer Systems and 8361A Smart Active 

Monitors™ for His New Studio Space Near Nashville 

 

NATICK, MA, September 21, 2020 — Mike Elizondo is among music’s most versatile talents, 

with credits ranging from 50 Cent, Eminem and Mary J. Blige to Carrie Underwood, Twenty 

One Pilots, Ry Cooder, Fiona Apple and beyond. He credits his versatility in part to his history 

as a bass player: “Being a bassist first, I think, gave me an advantage in my work. It trained my 

ears in a particular way, to hear the big picture, support the ensemble, listen to the drums and 

singer, and when to trim the fat, so to speak. And I think it also got me thinking in terms across 

genres, whether it’s jazz, rock, R&B, or something else. Not every producer is an 

instrumentalist first, but for me I think it’s shaped the way I approach this work, and it’s led to 

some great projects and successes in my career.” Recently his path led to a relocation from 

L.A. (where he was based for over 15 years) to Gallatin, TN – just north of Nashville, where he 

now lives and works in a 5000-square-foot state-of-the-art studio. And a key component of his 

new setup is his pair of W371A Smart Active Woofer Systems and 8361A Smart Active 

Monitors™ from Genelec, which he sourced through Vintage King in Nashville.  

 

He recalls, “I had made the decision to move to the Nashville area, but the original plan was to 

move into a small setup where I could do just some pre-production work but do the real work at 
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Nashville’s great studios. But this five-acre property came up in Gallatin, and I couldn’t really 

turn it down! Its previous owner built it, and he was a studio designer by trade. It’s a gorgeous 

space. And then tragically the pandemic hit, but I’m now fortunate to have a fully-decked-out 

space to call my own. I often work with a dedicated tracking engineer, and this setup is great 

for that. It’s my dream scenario.” 

 

Elizondo has been a Genelec user for years, having previously relied on a pair of 1031’s for 

much of his work. So when he reached out to a trusted friend who has his finger on the pulse 

of the latest and greatest audio products, and the friend recommended Genelec 8361A 

monitors and the W371A systems for the new space, Elizondo did not hesitate to commit. “I 

ordered them right away, ‘sight-unheard,’” he laughs.  

 

Other gear at the new space includes an SSL 4056 E/G console, a Neve BCM10, an Ampex 

MM1000 tape machine, an eight-track Scully 280B tape machine and an Endless Analog 

CLASP tape-to-digital converter. And the Genelecs fit right in. He recalls, “Initially, I figured the 

Genelec 8361A’s and the W371A’s would be my ‘mains,’ and I’d rely on a different set as 

nearfields, but I’ve ended up using the Genelecs for both applications. I remember when we 

got the monitors set up, and I brought up some of my go-to test mixes and favorite albums to 

listen to, and I just instantly felt like I was immersed in this music. The low end is important to 

me, and the low end felt punchy and defined and not at all muddy – I knew that what I was 

hearing was totally accurate. I kept on pulling up more records, trying to find some fault with 

my new Genelec five-way system, but there wasn’t any fault to be found. After several hours 

listening to different records, everything just felt great. And I recognized the feeling in terms of 

continuity from my previous Genelecs – this is definitely part of that heritage, but the next 

generation of it.” 

 

Elizondo is particularly fond of Genelec’s GLM software and the AutoCal protocol, which 

automatically calibrates the monitors for a room and allows for multiple adjustable sweet spots 

as presets. “Currently I have three sweet spots set up in the control room that I can toggle 

between – one for my main position, one at the client sofa behind me, and one at a sidecar 
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workstation, where I do some programming work on another rig at the side of the room. I can 

push a button, and it feels like the Genelecs are right in front of me no matter where I’m 

positioned. It’s a game changer. And with clients, to be able give them the sweet spot where 

they’re already seated – that can really help keep the flow of ideas going, rather than stopping 

everything to say, ‘hey, come sit in my chair and hear what I’m hearing.’ AutoCal is like magic.” 

 

And he’s been putting the new setup to good use, with new projects from Lake Street Dive and 

Twenty One Pilots in the works, as well as a major country artist. “I try to put a high level of 

polish into everything I work on, so even if it’s at the pre-production stage of a project, it can 

sound like a final mix when it leaves my facility. The combination of the Genelec 8361A’s and 

the W371A’s really let me apply that level of professionalism to this music, so my engineer and 

I know that what we hear is accurate and will translate across different setups and speaker rigs 

and car stereos. I’m proud to be able to offer that level of detail in what I do, and Genelec 

helps make it happen.” 

 

For more information, please visit www.genelecusa.com/.  

 

...ends 884 words 
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Photo caption 1: Main console area in the control room at Mike Elizondo’s studio space in 

Gallatin, TN, featuring a pair of W371A Smart Active Woofer Systems and 8361A Smart Active 

Monitors™ from Genelec 

 

Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating over 40 years of designing 

and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is 

credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 

1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with 

unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global 
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acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true 

high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass.  

 

Genelec is also celebrating over 10 years of its Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which 

allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific 

acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced 

internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) 

software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s 

acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart 

Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response 

equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s 

influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent 

translation between rooms. 

 

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated. 

 

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: 

Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909;  

Web: http://www.genelecusa.com/. 
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