B26 in Västerås opts
for Genelec’s new
RAW finish 4000 Series

THE WORLD CLASS
CO-WORKING SPACE
OFFERS A NEW WAY TO
WORK AND CREATE

GENELEC DELIVERS RAW POWER TO B26
CO-WORKING SPACE
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T

raditional offices are all very well,
but what if you don’t actually need
one? Or can’t find a space suited
to your needs as a small company?
Then perhaps a co-working space
would be the perfect solution.
B26 in Västerås, Sweden, offers 5000m2 of
luxuriously appointed space over seven floors
for companies to work, do business, meet
and create together. With areas for working

together, or apart, meeting rooms, a restaurant
plus a vast roof terrace with panoramic views,
B26 is Västerås’s first co-working space
and it is world class. B26 called on awardwinning Swedish AV integration specialists,
JML-System AB to design the high quality
AV systems throughout the building. JMLSystem specified Genelec’s new RAW finish
4000 Series installation loudspeakers as the
perfect solution for B26’s needs.
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WE’VE DELIVERED A FLEXIBLE, EASY-TO-USE SYSTEM THAT
SOUNDS GREAT BOTH AT LOW AND HIGH LEVELS.

THE RAW FINISH LOOKS ABSOLUTELY AMAZING AND IT’S AN
EVEN MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY PRODUCT.

The building that houses B26 was designed
in the 1950s by the renowned Västerås
architect Sven Ahlbom and bears traces
of the industrialization that saw Västerås
develop from a small town to the big city
it is today. B26 was keen to retain the
industrial feel of the space whilst still
creating a modern, welcoming atmosphere.
Aesthetics were therefore as much a part
of the brief as audio quality. JML-System’s
Johnny Franzén explains:

“Genelec looked like a good solution from
the outset, but when it became clear that
the RAW finish was available, all the pieces
fell into place,” he admits. “Visually, the
RAW models with their ‘unfinished’ natural
aluminium casings are a perfect fit for the
old factory environment with its exposed
bricks and ductwork. The fact that they are
environmentally friendly was also a big plus
point for B26, as part of their philosophy is to
actively reduce their environmental impact.”

Enclosure (MDE) design, whose cur ved
f o r m d e l i v e r s i n c re d i b l y f l a t f re q u e n c y
response, precise imaging and unparalleled
acoustical performance.

“We needed to think about design and function
as well as cutting edge technology. As B26
is a very new concept, the client wanted
assurances that we would not only provide
the best of what is available today, but that it
would also stand the test of time. We worked
on the project for a long time before agreeing
on the best way forward.”

Genelec’s RAW models require no painting
and less finishing material for an even
more environmentally friendly solution. The
speaker enclosures are already made from
recycled aluminium, and the RAW option
takes full advantage of the natural beauty
of the material to give a uniquely nuanced
finish for each loudspeaker. All RAW models
f e a t u re G e n e l e c ’s M i n i m u m D i f f ra c t i o n

JML-System specified a multi-zone, distributed
system based on 42 of the powerful 4040
installation loudspeakers – the largest in
the 4000 Series – and 20 of the compact
4020 loudspeakers for the smaller areas.
There is also a pair of 8050B nearfield studio
loudspeakers that deliver cinema-quality
audio for the drop-down projector screen in
the main open plan meeting and social space.
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Aside from the aesthetics, the technical
requirement was for a high quality audio
system that would work at low levels during
the day but could be turned up after hours to
create a club-like, party atmosphere with no
loss of quality.

This space also benefits from a miniauditorium area complete with a cleverly
designed raked seating area.
“We opted for the 4040s in the larger areas
as they are sufficiently powerful and develop
enough low end that we didn’t need to
supplement them with subwoofers,” says
Franzén. “This saved on cost, space and
also meant that we didn’t have to worry about
uneven levels. This can sometimes happen
with the use of subwoofers as part of a
distributed system in a large space, unless
you use a lot of subs, and then you run into
the problem of where to put them. However,
the 4040s have enough headroom to be
used at pretty high levels to generate a real
‘club’ atmosphere after work, and still sound
amazing. The smaller 4020s were perfect for
the smaller spaces.”
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In addition to audio quality, another major
consideration for JML-System was the fact
that the Genelec 4000 Series loudspeakers
are active. “This was important for us as it
makes installation a lot simpler,” notes Franzén.
“We don’t have to worry about extra cabling
or finding room for amplifiers; everything you
need is already in the box, and Genelec has
a wide range of mounting accessories that
are perfectly suited to most situations.”
In keeping with the modern industrial feel
of the B26 premises, all of the loudspeaker
cables are housed in shiny metal pipework
which marries perfectly with the RAW recycled
aluminium finish of the loudspeakers. Franzén
is delighted with the results. “From an audio
perspective, we know we can count on
Genelec to deliver the highest quality, and
it’s the case for B26. In partnership with our
subcontractor One4All AB, we’ve delivered

a flexible, easy-to-use system that sounds
great both at low and high levels with no hot
spots or dead zones. However, I think the real
plus for this installation was the RAW finish –
it looks absolutely amazing, and it’s an even
more environmentally friendly product from
a Scandinavian company that already ranks
very high on the sustainability scale. This was
definitely what tipped the balance for B26
who are absolutely thrilled with the results at
every level.”

THE KIT
• 42 x 4040A
• 20 x 4020C
• 2 x 4010A
• 2 x 8050B
• 44 x 8000-402
• 22 x 8000-422
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