
Genelec puts Austrian 
football fans at the 
heart of the action

CUTTING-EDGE VENUE IS 
ENHANCED WITH OVER 
80 GENELEC SMART IP 
LOUDSPEAKERS



LINZ’S NEW RAIFFEISEN ARENA PICKS SMART 
IP LOUDSPEAKERS FOR PREMIUM NETWORKED 
PERFORMANCE AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
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Current ly r id ing h igh in the 
Bundesl iga — the top t ier 
of Austrian football — Linzer 
Ath le t ik-Spor t-K lub (LASK) 
recently relocated to Linz’s 
futuristic new Raiffeisen Arena. 

Constructed as a UEFA Category 4 venue, 
LASK’s new ground is now among the largest 
and most modern sports facilities in the entire 
country. The arena has over 19,000 seats 

for spectators, as well as hospitality areas, 
training grounds and offices, with over 80 
Genelec Smart IP loudspeakers delivering 
high-quality sound to the fans. 

Key players in this project were Saw IT 
Consulting, Genelec distributor Audio Pro, 
and local integrat ion company Contech 
— who were responsible for the central 
distribution of all audio-visual equipment, as 
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https://www.lask.at/de/a
https://www.lask.at/de/a
https://www.genelec.com/smart-ip
https://www.saw.cx/
https://www.saw.cx/
https://www.audiopro.de/


GENELEC WAS CHOSEN FOR ITS UNDENIABLE QUALITY, IP 
CAPABILITY AND ACTIVE LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN.

vibrant LASK fan zone — which is a first for 
the Austrian team. 

The fan zone features regional independent 
traders that pitch up and serve match day 
food that can be enjoyed alongside the  
‘upside-down beer’ — a technique which 
was first seen at London’s Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium and allows fans to fi l l their beer 
glasses from the bottom up. The Genelec 
loudspeaker system is mainly distributed 
across these hospitality areas, and provides 
background music, as well as handling live 
acts and DJs.

In total, eighty 4430 Smart IP loudspeakers 
power this fan zone, plus the business club, 
restaurant and bakery, and VIP boxes which 
can be hired out privately with catering 
for larger groups. Additionally, four 4030 

well as some of the stadium audio. “Genelec 
was chosen for three main reasons,” begins 
Friedrich Mühlböck from Saw IT Consulting. 
“Firstly, because of their undeniable quality 
thanks to their heritage as one of the most 
respected players in the studio market. 
Secondly, the option of IP was important, and 
the fact that the loudspeakers were active. 
The arena didn’t want to install any amplifiers, 
as this would have meant extra cabling and 
additional housing space for racks.”

Raif feisen occupies a 39,000 sq metre  
area and cost €85 million to build, heralding 
the start of a new era for football and regional 
investment in Upper Austria. With a new, 
modern infrastructure, Raiffeisen can host 
Champions League f ixtures, and offers  
its fans a complete experience with brand  
new on-s i te  f ac i l i t i es ,  i nc lud ing  the  
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https://www.genelec.com/4430a
https://www.genelec.com/4030c


THE ARENA PRIORITISES SUSTAINABILITY, AND GENELEC’S 
GREEN CREDENTIALS ARE IMPRESSIVE.
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THE KIT
• 80 x 4430A
• 4 x 4030C

loudspeakers provide high-quality audio to 
the arena’s technician room. “The target 
was to have central, easy-to-handle control 
over all audio-visual outlets, especially in 
the hospital i ty sections of the stadium,”  
continues Mühlböck.

“Most of the Genelec loudspeakers are in 
this area, and we chose the Smart IP models 
because of their flexibility and ease-of-use — 
two things that are essential in a sports venue. 
They also slot in discreetly almost anywhere, 
so we could use them in most areas without 
the system looking too imposing.

“Additionally, Raiffeisen Arena has a huge 
commitment to sustainability and Genelec’s 
green credentials are very impressive. The 
arena has been awarded with a Green Globe 
certification, which it achieved through its 

renewable energy — thanks to solar panels 
and its smart waste and water management. 
Genelec’s commitment to sustainability across 
its products and company-wide practices 
really aligned with Raiffeisen’s ethos.”

The system is controlled by an Allen & Heath 
AHM-64 Matrix with a Dante V2 card and Allen 
& Heath System Manager software. Contech 
also configured a customised user control 
app via an iPad, which offers simple control 
across the venue. “As the arena has fluctuating 
staff numbers, especially on match days, we 
had to make sure that the system could be 
controlled quickly and easily, particularly when 
it was at its busiest,” explains Mühlböck. “This 
is where the app plays an essential part — it’s 
incredibly user friendly and means that zones 
can be adjusted wherever necessary.”

Constructed in the heart of Linz, Raiffeisen 
Arena showcases the innovative journey of 
stadium design. Combining luxury hospitality 
with sleek, modern audio, the home of 
Austria’s LASK football team has created 
an unforgettable atmosphere that extends  
beyond the excitement on the pitch. With 
Gene lec ’s  Smar t  IP  and 4000 ser ies 
loudspeakers  de l i ve r ing  p remium but 
sustainable sound, LASK fans can enjoy being 
right at the heart of the Bundesliga action.

5

https://www.allen-heath.com/hardware/ahm/ahm-64/
https://www.allen-heath.com/hardware/ahm/ahm-64/
https://global.audinate.com/products/dante-enabled/allen-heath/allen-heath-sq-dante-v2-card?lang=enPour
https://www.allen-heath.com/hardware/ahm/
https://www.allen-heath.com/hardware/ahm/
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