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I. Introduction



Recent trends in research assessment

Source: Daraio C. (2019), Econometric approaches to the measurement of research 

productivity, in Springer Handbook of Science and Technology Indicators edited by 

Glänzel W., Moed H.F., Schmoch H. and Thelwall M., pp. 633-666.
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II. «Good» evaluation



How should evaluation be?

• In Daraio and Vaccari (2020) we contributed to the new line of 

research on philosophical ethics in research evaluation to 

integrate models that are based exclusively on quantitative 

criteria. 

• This new line enables research to be assessed in the light of 

broad human interests and to take into account not only the 

outputs of research but also the psychology and motivation of 

researchers.

• Our contribution: using MacIntyre we develop a framework that 

enables us to employ the notion of “good” in the evaluation of 

research practices. 

• Specifically, we use the notion of “good evaluation of research 

practices”, characterizing it as that evaluation that takes into 

account the constitutive elements of a “good research practice”.

Pagina 6Source: Daraio C., Vaccari A. (2020), Using Normative Ethics for building a Good 

Evaluation of  Research Practices: Towards the Assessment of  Researcher’s 

Virtues, Scientometrics, 125: 1053–1075.



The «good» evaluation of research practices: an 

overview

Source: Daraio C., Vaccari A. (2020), Using Normative Ethics for building a Good 

Evaluation of  Research Practices: Towards the Assessment of  Researcher’s 

Virtues, Scientometrics, 125: 1053–1075.
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Usefulness of our framework for the «good» evaluation of 

research practices

Our framework offers 

• a self-assessment tool for researchers, to understand the 

functions of their research activities, their motivations 

and where they are in their research practice. 

• helps institutions to collect and describe the main 

functions of the research practices (highlighting their 

special features) developed by its researchers, and their 

motivations, to include them in their strategic plan. 

• may be the starting point for a paradigm shift in the 

evaluation of research practices. From an evaluation 

focused on products towards an evaluation focused on 

the functions of research practices. 
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III. Towards a framework 

for the “appropriate” use of 

bibliometric indicators in 

research evaluation

Joint work with Wolfgang Glanzel and Juan Gorraiz

in progress, submitted to the STI2024 Conference



IV. Conclusions



Conclusions
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