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Making res earch as s es s ment 
more res pons ible

The need for openness of research 
information



Assessment reform 
in the Netherlands
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Strategy Evaluation Protocol
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● Protocol for evaluation of 
research units (e.g., university 
departments) in the 
Netherlands

● Once every six years
● Strong focus on formative 

assessment
● No link to research funding
● Evaluation starts from strategy 

of the research unit
● Choice of indicators depends 

on strategy



Recognition and rewards

4

● Recognition and rewards for 
academics working at Dutch 
research organizations

● Diversification and vitalisation 
of career paths

● Assessment based on both 
individual and team 
performance

● Focus on quality over quantity
● Focus on open science
● Focus on academic leadership



University rankings
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● University rankings are 
incompatible with research 
assessment reform

● Culture change in the stance 
of Dutch universities toward 
university rankings

● Culture change strategy at 
three levels:
○ Level of individual 

universities (short term)
○ National level (medium term)
○ International level (longer 

term)
● Strong focus on transparency



The need for open 
res earch information
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Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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The need for open research information
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Responsible research assessment requires
qualitative approaches (peer review) to be supported by

quantitative evidence (scientometric indicators)

To integrate qualitative and quantitative approaches
to research evaluation, evaluators and those being evaluated

should have full access to all relevant information



Barcelona 
Declaration
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● The Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information was prepared by a group 
of over 25 research information experts , representing organizations  that carry out, 
fund, and evaluate research, as  well as  open infras tructure organizations

● To draft the Declaration, the group met in Barcelona in November 2023

● Declaration was  published on April 16, 2024

● Over 60 organizations worldwide have already s igned the Declaration, including 
University of Bologna and University of Milan ; lots  of conversations  are ongoing

Barcelona Declaration
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

1
We will make openness the default for the research information 
we use and produce

2
We will work with services and systems that support 
and enable open research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

3
We will support the sustainability of infrastructures 
for open research information

4
We will support collective action to accelerate the transition 
to openness of research information
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Universities and other research performing organizations

● France: 9
● Spain: 9
● Netherlands: 4
● Germany: 3
● Italy: 3
● Portugal: 3
● international: 1
● Colombia: 1
● Czech Republic: 1
● Finland: 1
● Greece: 1
● Slovenia: 1
● Sweden 1
● Turkey: 1

Barcelona Declaration - Signatories by country
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Research funding organizations and governments

● France: 3
● Netherlands: 2
● Spain: 2
● Argentina: 1
● Austria: 1
● Italy: 1
● US: 1

Other organizations

● international: 2
● Brazil: 2
● Ukraine: 2
● Denmark: 1
● Germany: 1
● Spain: 1
● UK: 1
● US: 1



Barcelona Declaration - Signatories
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Barcelona Declaration - Supporters
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How to support the Barcelona Declaration

Are you an organization involved in carrying out, funding or evaluating research and 
do you wish to s ign up to the commitments  in the Barcelona Declaration?

Sign the Declaration by sending us  an email at contact@barcelona-declaration.org
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Moving toward open 
res earch information
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Moving toward open research information
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Moving toward open research information
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Moving toward open research information
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“Within the next few years,
we want our work at CWTS … 

to be fully based on
open research information.
In particular, our aim is that 

future scientometric analyses 
performed by our center

will use only data
from open sources”



CWTS Leiden Ranking Open Edition
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Based on data from



Opportunities for 
Ita lian organizations
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Opportunities for Italian organizations

Join the international conversation about research assessment reform

Combine qualitative and quantitative approaches to research as sessment

Make sure the information used in research as sessments  is  fully open

Sign the Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information
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Thank you for your attention!

To s ign the Barcelona Declaration, send an email to 
contact@barcelona-declaration.org

mailto:contact@barcelona-declaration.org
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