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Agenda

• Purpose 

• PPE Manager/Technician

• Breakdown of Maintenance of Gear & 
Responsibilities

• Verified Cleaning (ISP)

• Final tips & takeaways



Purpose of NFPA 1850 - 2026

• To help the fire industry reduce the safety risk and potential health risks associated with poorly maintained, 
contaminated, or damaged protective ensembles SCBA.

• Basic criteria to help fire departments on the selection, inspection, decontamination, repair, storage, and 
retirement of structural firefighting and proximity firefighting protective ensembles or ensemble elements.

• Verification procedures for Verified Independent Service Providers (ISPs), manufacturers, and organizations 
for the inspection, cleaning, and repair of structural firefighting and proximity firefighting protective garments.

 
• Provide guidelines for all detergents or alternative machines for sanitizing and cleaning protective garments. 



PPE Manager
• Establishing processes for returning product that 

does not meet specifications.
• Following retirement and disposal criteria of PPC
• Establishing procedures for the inspection, 

cleaning, and repair of PPC.
• Establishing a process for fitting of gear for 

firefighters.
• Developing a training program specific for the job 

functions of a PPC Technician and department.
• Create a budget for acquisition and maintenance.
• Create procedures for handling contaminated PPC
• Primary point of contact with manufacturer and 

verified ISP.

• Maintaining and understanding the current NFPA standards (ie. 
1970) and other laws for the purchase of appropriate gear.

• Complete risk assessments for the type of PPC required.

• Establishing policy and procedures for the proper use and care of 
PPC

• Establishing a system to monitor, track, and document PPC thru 
life

• Determining the useful life of PPC

• Establishing criteria for assessing PPC selection.

• Actively participate in the selection of the departments PPC

• Establishing a process in the selection of the department’s PPC

• Register for training course to ensure both roles are understood 
and individuals are certified to professional qualifications. 



PPE Technician 
- can be the same person as PPE Manager
- tasks of PPE Tech, can also be done by your verified ISP

• Receives specialized training.

• Ensures all PPC is in proper working condition, compliant with 1850.

• Examining and filing information on PPC

• Establishing a schedule for cleaning, inspection, and repair of PPC

• Determining the need for repair or extra cleaning.

• Performing an inspection on all ensemble elements.

• Coordinating all repairs.

• Documents actions taken on the PPC in the tracking system.

• Evaluates processes on-going, reports any concerns to PPC Manager.



Responsibilities for Garment Element 
Inspection, Cleaning, and Repair



Programs & 
Education

4.3.4.3.2 (2) 
Education of the organization’s members on the basics of 
PPE components, use, limitations, routine inspection, and 
preliminary exposure reduction



Records



Protect Public
Organization needs to put an SOP in place to decide 
when to wear the following elements when handling 
contaminated gear:

• Gloves

• Aprons

• Coveralls

• Medical mask

• Eye of face protection

• N95

• Higher filtering facepiece



Selection



Cleaning



Cleaning
• Washer/extractor needs to be 

programmable for detergent 
adjustment, temperature control, water 
level, cycle type, and time.

• G-force shall not exceed 100G (needs 
drum revolutions adjustment)

• No top-loading machines to be used.
• Mild detergent must be within pH levels 

of 6.0 to 9.5, undiluted

• Ensembles should be dried by air, 
cabinet, or a no-heat dryer. 

• Ensembles should be advanced 
cleaned once every 6 months, with 1 
being during the advanced inspection.

• Consider advanced cleaning before 
putting new gear into service.



Decision Tree 
for Specific 
Contaminants



Preliminary 
Exposure 
Reduction 
PER

• Remain on SCBA airflow.
• Complete dry, wet, or combo mitigation.
• Dry – brushing debris with soft bristle
• Wet – gentle rinse of exterior with 

optional detergent to be used.
• Remove gear, isolate in bag, return to 

station for cleaning.
• Also for hood, eye, and face pieces.



Testing & Inspection

• SOP in place for Inspection

• Routine Inspection – Firefighter

• Advanced Inspection – PPC Mgr, PPC 
Tech, element manufacturer, man-
trained org, ver-org, Verified ISP.

• All components – ensemble, hood, 
gloves, boots, helmet.

• Complete liner inspection – annually.



Routine 
Inspection



Advanced 
Inspection



Repair



Storage

• Store away from UV rays, including fluorescent lighting, 
direct sunlight, and indirect sunlight.

• Ensure PPE is fully dry before storing.

• Do not store in airtight containers, unless they are new 
and unissued.

• Store in temperatures between -32° C – 82° C.

• Keep sharp tools away from stored gear.

• Hang to store to limit crease damage.

• Storage area shall be clean, dry, and well ventilated.



Retirement, 
Disposition

• Removal process
• Retire for no live fire events/training
• Training allowed – well marked!



Why use an 
verified ISP?

• Tested and Spot Checked for processes
• Aid in helping to complete PPE 

Technician components.
• Complete SAM – scheduled advanced 

maintenance visits with Rental suits. 
• Remove the guess work.
• Verified ISP can help build frameword.
• Reporting system available to FD.



Verified Cleaning at ISP



ISP Check Points



After Fire Shower Protocol

• Good – Rinse body with water

• Better – Shower with soap & 
water

• Best – Shower with AC&BC

• Activated Charcoal & 
Bentonite Clay



Key Take-Aways

• Maintenance of gear
• PPC Manager
• PER
• Decon your body, as you decon PPE



Thank you

Inge Pudelek  
519-902-1120 
inge@sanigear.ca 
www.Sanigear.ca
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