
 

 gradable adjectives non-gradable adjectives 

Levels of quality different levels 
i/. the greatest level (to the 
extreme) 

    ii/. Yes/No   
        

have comparative 
or superlative 
forms 

✔ ✘ 
  

  E.g. prettier, the prettiest    

  
E.g. more beautiful,  
the most beautiful    

       

examples:   to the extreme Yes/No 
  tired exhausted correct 
  good excellent/perfect right 
  cold freezing  
  angry furious   
  bad terrible   
  hot scorching/sweltering   
  wet dripping/soaking   
  interesting amazing   
  tasty delicious   
  afraid/scared/frightened terrified/horrified   
        

use with these 
adverbs: 

really, so really, so, absolutely, 
completely, totally 

  a bit, a little, slightly    
  fairly, pretty  

  

very, extremely utterly (used with certain 
adjectives): 
E.g. amazing, disappointed, 
exhausting 

        

 


