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the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 19.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Forces in Response to
the Attack on the U.S.S. Cole
October 14, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
At approximately 5:15 a.m. eastern day-

light time, October 12, 2000, a small boat
exploded alongside the USS COLE (DDG
67) while the USS COLE was mooring to
a harbor fueling island during a refueling
stop in the port of Aden, Yemen. A number
of American sailors were killed or wounded,
and the USS COLE suffered extensive dam-
age. Department of Defense assets were im-
mediately identified to provide medical, se-
curity, and disaster responses.

Later in the day on October 12, 2000, ap-
proximately 45 military personnel from U.S.
Naval Forces Central Command deployed to
Aden to provide medical, security, and dis-
aster response assistance. In addition, a team
of approximately 50 U.S. military security
personnel arrived in Aden in the early morn-
ing hours of October 13, 2000. It is also an-
ticipated that additional similar security ele-
ments may be deployed to the area. The se-
curity personnel will enhance the ability of
the United States to ensure the security of
the USS COLE and the personnel respond-
ing to the incident. Although the security
personnel are equipped for combat, their
presence is solely for the purpose of assisting
in on-site security. Finally, two U.S. Navy
surface combatant vessels are operating in or
near Yemeni territorial waters to provide
communications and other support, as re-
quired. United States forces will redeploy as
soon as the additional security support is de-
termined to be unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-

eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress fully informed, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
in this action to assist in ensuring security
of U.S. military forces and other personnel
overseas.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at a Reception for
Governor Gary Locke in Seattle
October 14, 2000

Thank you so much. I am really glad Gary
decided to have the event in this Washington.

I want to say, first of all, thanks to your
wonderful attorney general. Christine, you
have been a great attorney general. You have
been a leader for the whole nation, and I
could have listened to you give that
cheerleading speech all night long. I think
you have a limitless future, and I wish you
well. And I thank you for being here and
for all you’ve done.

I want to thank Gary and Mona Locke for
being such good friends to Hillary and me
and for the example they set by their leader-
ship. I also think they’ve set a good family
values example by having those two beautiful
children since they’ve been in politics. I think
that’s a very good thing.

Mayor Schell, it’s great to be back in Se-
attle, and I want to thank your State party
chair, Paul Berendt. And I want to introduce
one person I think has not been introduced
tonight, maybe. And maybe before I got
here, he was. But our national democratic
chair, Ed Rendell, from Philadelphia, is here.
Thank you, Ed.

And I believe one of our candidates for
Congress, Rick Larson, is here. If he is, let’s
give him a big hand. [Applause] And I want
to say a special word of appreciation and grat-
itude, and I want to say a little more about
her later, but I want to say a special word
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