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School 96) and was videotaped for later broadcast.
In his remarks, the President referred to John
Sykes, president, VH1. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Military Personnel as
Part of the Kosovo International
Security Force

June 16, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of December
15, 1999, I provided information on the de-
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. military
personnel as the U.S. contribution to the
NATO-led security force (KFOR) in Kosovo.
Additional U.S. personnel are also deployed
in countries in the region and serve as sup-
port for our forces in Kosovo. I am providing
this supplemental report, consistent with the
War Powers Resolution, to help ensure that
the Congress is kept fully informed on con-
tinued U.S. contributions in support of
peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
member states to establish the international
security presence in Kosovo in U.N. Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1244 of June
10, 1999, for an initial period of 12 months,
to continue thereafter unless the Security
Council decides otherwise. The mission of
KFOR is to provide a military presence in
order to deter renewed hostilities; verify and,
if necessary, enforce the terms of the Military
Technical Agreement (MTA) between
NATO and the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia (FRY); enforce the terms of the agree-
ment of the former Kosovo Liberation Army
(KLA) to demilitarize and reintegrate itself
into civil society; provide operational direc-
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and
maintain a safe and secure environment to
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) by
providing, until UNMIK or appropriate local
organizations assume these functions, for
public safety and order and border moni-
toring.

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR
in Kosovo is approximately 7,500 U.S. mili-

1387

tary personnel. This number once again will
decrease to approximately 6,000 U.S. military
personnel when ongoing troop rotations are
completed. In the last 6 months, all 19
NATO nations and 20 others, including Rus-
sia and Ukraine, have provided military per-
sonnel and other support personnel to
KFOR.

In Kosovo, the U.S. forces are assigned to
a sector principally centered around Gnjilane
in the eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S.
KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, main-
taining a safe and secure environment is the
primary military task. United States forces
conduct security patrols in urban areas and
in the countryside throughout their sector.
Approximately one-half of KFOR’s total
available personnel is directly committed to
protection tasks, including protection of the
ethnic minorities. The KFOR forces are
under NATO command and control and
rules of engagement.

In addition, other U.S. military personnel
are deployed to other countries in the region
to serve in administrative and logistics sup-
port roles for the U.S. forces in KFOR. Spe-
cifically, approximately 1,000 U.S. military
personnel are operating in support of KFOR
in Macedonia, Greece, and Albania.

Since my report to the Congress of De-
cember 15, in accordance with UNSCR 1244
and the MTA, FRY military, paramilitary,
and police forces have not reentered Kosovo.
The KLA agreed on June 21, 1999, to a cease
fire, to withdraw from the zones of conflict
in Kosovo, and to demilitarize itself. On Sep-
tember 20, 1999, KFOR Commander Lieu-
tenant General Sir Mike Jackson accepted
the KLA’s certification that the KLA had
completed its demilitarization in accordance
with the June 21 agreement. The UNMIK
thereafter established a civil emergency serv-
ices entity known as the Kosovo Protection
Corps that is intended to provide civic assist-
ance in emergencies and other forms of hu-
manitarian assistance.

The UNMIK has made progress in estab-
lishing an interim administration for the peo-
ple of Kosovo. The KFOR, within its means
and capabilities, is providing broad support
to UNMIK. As UNMIK is still developing
its structures in Kosovo, KFOR continues to
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support UNMIK at all levels, including pub-
lic administration, and is represented at the
Kosovo Transitional Council and the Joint
Civil Commissions. The KFOR personnel
provide a security presence in towns, villages,
and the countryside. Checkpoints and patrols
are organized in key areas in Kosovo to pro-
vide security, resolve disputes, and help in-
still in the community a feeling of con-
fidence. In addition, KFOR is helping to pro-
vide assistance in the areas of humanitarian
relief, international civil police training, and
the maintenance of civic works resources.

Ethnic tensions in Kosovo, however, re-
main a concern, particularly in areas where
Kosovar Serbs and Kosovar Albanians live in
close proximity.

NATO has planned for KFOR’s mission
to be formally reviewed at 6-month intervals
with a view to progressively reducing the
force’s presence and, eventually, with-
drawing. Over time, KFOR will incremen-
tally transfer its security and policing respon-
sibilities as appropriate to the international
civil administration, local institutions, and
other organizations.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I appreciate the contin-
ued support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Edolphus Towns
in New York City

June 16, 2000

Well, thank you very much. I, too, want
to thank LaDane and Ed Bergassi and the
McGoverns for making this possible. And
Bronx Borough President Freddy Ferrer, I'm
delighted to see you in here. We've been
friends a long time now. And I'm very glad
to be here for Ed and Gwen. You know, he
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was asking for that empowerment zone. I
started to tell him, “Ed, that’s what fund-
raisers are, empowerment zones for politi—
cians.” [Laughter]

We also have Jim McManus here, who is
the president of the Manhattan Democratic
Club, thank you for coming; and a lot of other
people who have been active in public affairs
in New York a long time. Let me just say,
I'm honored to be here for Ed. I like this
guy, and he has been with me for a very long
time. I just reminded him that in January
of 1992, when I had been a candidate for
President for about 3 months, 90 days, at a
time when only my mother felt I could be
elected—[laughter]—I spent Martin Luther
King’s birthday in his district going to Thom-
as Jefferson High School.

And I remember what it was like. There
was the sense that these kids really weren’t
sure anybody cared about them. A young
person had just been shot in the school a
week before; the circumstances were heart-
breaking and tragic. He took me there. He
wanted me to see those kids. He wanted me
to hear their stories. He wanted me to talk
to the people. He thought it would be good
for me, and he thought I needed to represent
his people if I intended to be President. And
I thought I needed to go.

Do you remember—at the time, I was ter-
ribly naive. President Bush was still referring
to me as the Governor of a small, southern
State. And I was so naive, I thought it was
a compliment. [Laughter] Truth is, I still do.
[Laughter] And what do you know? Now I'm
a New Yorker—[laughter]—and I like that.

I want to thank you, Ed, for what you said
about the empowerment zones. It’s one of
the things we did in our economic plan in
1993; it passed by one vote. As Vice President
Gore says, whenever he votes, we win. So
we had a tie vote. He broke the tie; we passed
the economic plan. The deficit came down.
Interest rates came down. The economy took
off. The rest is history.

But one of the things that was in that eco-
nomic plan—that, I might add, got no votes
from the other party—was the provision for
empowerment zones, to give incentives for
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