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mitment to unilaterally eliminate all tariffs upon joining the TPP negotiations.
The two Governments will continue their bilateral consultations with respect to Japan’s possible interest in joining the TPP. While progress
has been made in these consultations, more
work remains to be done, including addressing

outstanding concerns with respect to the automotive and insurance sectors, addressing other
non-tariff measures, and completing work regarding meeting the high TPP standards.
NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content of this joint statement.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Armed
Forces Personnel to Niger
February 22, 2013
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On February 20, 2013, the last elements of a
deployment of approximately 40 additional
U.S. military personnel entered Niger with the
consent of the Government of Niger. This deployment will provide support for intelligence
collection and will also facilitate intelligence
sharing with French forces conducting operations in Mali, and with other partners in the region. The total number of U.S. military personnel deployed to Niger is approximately 100.
The recently deployed forces have deployed
with weapons for the purpose of providing
their own force protection and security.
I directed this deployment of U.S. forces in
furtherance of U.S. national security interests,

and pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in Chief and Chief Executive.
I am providing this report as part of my efforts to keep the Congress fully informed, consistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93–148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in this action.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tempore of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Cuba and of the Emergency Authority Relating to the
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels
February 22, 2013
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the automatic termination of a national emergency unless,
within 90 days prior to the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in the Federal Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice to
the Federal Register for publication, stating that
the national emergency declared on March 1,
1996, with respect to the Government of Cuba’s

destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in international airspace north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, as amended and expanded on February 26, 2004, is to continue in
effect beyond March 1, 2013.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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