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port, OFAC has collected a civil monetary
penalty in the amount of $5,000. The viola-
tion underlying this collection involves the
unlicensed import of Iranian-origin goods for
transshipment to a third country aboard a
U.S.-flag vessel. Civil penalty action or re-
view is pending against 21 companies, finan-
cial institutions, and individuals for possible
violations of the Regulations.

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
September 15, 1996, through March 14,
1997, that are directly attributable to the ex-
ercise of powers and authorities conferred by
the declaration of a national emergency with
respect to Iran are approximately $800,000,
most of which represent wage and salary
costs for Federal personnel. Personnel costs
were largely centered in the Department of
the Treasury (particularly in the Office of
Foreign Assets Control, the U.S. Customs
Service, the Office of the Under Secretary
for Enforcement, and the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel), the Department of State (par-
ticularly the Bureau of Economic and Busi-
ness Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern Af-
fairs, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search, and the Office of the Legal Adviser),
and the Department of Commerce (the Bu-
reau of Export Administration and the Gen-
eral Counsel’s Office).

7. The situation reviewed above continues
to involve important diplomatic, financial,
and legal interests of the United States and
its nationals and presents an extraordinary
and unusual threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. The declaration of the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran contained in Exec-
utive Order 12957 and the comprehensive
economic sanctions imposed by Executive
Order 12959 underscore the United States
Government opposition to the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, particu-
larly its support of international terrorism
and its efforts to acquire weapons of mass
destruction and the means to deliver them.
The Iranian Transactions Regulations issued
pursuant to Executive Orders 12957 and
12959 continue to advance important objec-
tives in promoting the nonproliferation and
antiterrorism policies of the United States.
I shall exercise the powers at my disposal to

deal with these problems and will report pe-
riodically to the Congress on significant de-
velopments.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 14, 1997.

NOTE: This message was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Situation in Albania
March 15, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In February 1997, civil unrest broke out

in Albania after a nationwide pyramid invest-
ment scheme destroyed the life savings of
tens of thousands of investors unaware of the
fraudulent nature of those investments. Pro-
testers took to the streets and later joined
political opponents of President Sali Berisha
in demanding his removal. By March 13,
much of Albania, including the capital city
of Tirana, had fallen into widespread dis-
order. Looting and gunfire was reported
throughout the country as sympathetic police
and military officials refused to enforce the
law. While there was no evidence that Ameri-
cans were being directly targeted, the dis-
order and violence sweeping the country sub-
jected American citizens and property to
risks ranging from criminal acts to random
violence.

On March 13, due to the rapidly deterio-
rating security situation and the potential
threat to American citizens and the American
Embassy, U.S. military personnel were de-
ployed to provide enhanced security for the
American Embassy in Tirana and to conduct
the evacuation of certain U.S. Government
employees and private U.S. citizens. Approxi-
mately 25 U.S. Marines entered the capital
city on March 13 and immediately took up
positions in and around the American Em-
bassy compound. Evacuation operations
began concurrently as U.S. CH–46 heli-
copters operating from the USS Nassau am-
phibious ready group transported approxi-
mately 50 U.S. citizens to U.S. Navy ships
at sea. Evacuation efforts resumed on March
14 and are expected to continue for several
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days. The rescue helicopters are escorted by
AH–1W Cobra helicopters, which came
under fire but were not damaged during sep-
arate, sporadic incidents on March 14. In ad-
dition, a 150-member Marine rifle company
has also been inserted near the American
Embassy to provide additional security for
the evacuation.

The Marines involved in this operation are
from the Marine Expeditionary Unit cur-
rently operating in the Adriatic Sea. Although
U.S. forces are equipped for combat, the
evacuation is being undertaken solely for the
purpose of protecting American citizens and
property. United States forces will redeploy
as soon as evacuation operations are com-
plete and enhanced security at the American
Embassy is no longer required.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to protect American citizens and
the American Embassy in Tirana.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Exchange With Reporters on Arrival
at the White House
March 16, 1997

Recovery From Knee Surgery
Q. How are you feeling, sir?
Q. Good morning, Mr. President. How are

you feeling, sir?
The President. I feel fine today. I was a

little sore yesterday, you know, the first day
after the operation when the pain started to
wear off—I mean, the painkiller, you know,
the anesthesia. But I feel fine today, and I’ve

done 2 days of therapy, learned to use my
crutches.

Hillary wanted me to come home before
she left for Africa. She and Chelsea wanted
me well settled, so that’s what I’m doing.

Q. Is that going to be difficult for you,
to use crutches for the next few months?

The President. I just want to do it well.
It will be an interesting experience. I just
want to be careful and not make any mistakes
and do it well. But I think I’ll be perfectly
mobile and perfectly fine.

I also want to say that the medical team
I had at the Bethesda Naval Medical Center
did a magnificent job. They really were won-
derful, and I feel very fortunate. And the
American people should know that that mili-
tary medical center is a very good place, not
just for the President but for everybody who
is treated there.

Q. Did they have to twist your arm to get
you to delay the trip to Helsinki for a day?

The First Lady. No twisting of arms—
or any other limb. [Laughter]

The President. No, because I can go back
to Copenhagen and do that probably when
we do the NATO meeting.

Q. Sir, does it hurt every time you move?
The President. No.
Q. It doesn’t?
The President. No. You just have to learn

to use a few different muscles. But it’s quite
interesting. I mean, it will be a learning expe-
rience. It’s like going back to school and
learning some new things.

Q. Do you think this will get you any sym-
pathy votes in Congress for any of your bills?
[Laughter]

The President. I don’t know, but if it
does, I’ll take them any way I can get them.
[Laughter] I’d be very grateful if it did.

Q. Glad to have him home, Mrs. Clinton?
The First Lady. Yes, I’m very glad to have

him home.
The President. Goodbye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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