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have the kind of public service jobs, and live
in the kind of integrated environment that
they choose if that is the choice they make,
because there would be no differences in tra-
ditional measures of merit and how they did,
so that people would be making their own
choices and having their own choices. I think
that’s—we all agree that that’s the world we
want.

So I’d like to know what you think the next
step should be. If you want to stay involved
in this, you want to keep talking to us, you
want to keep working with us, and you want
to get some more, different kind of people
in here, what do you think we ought to do
now?

[Governor Kean explained that he accepted
the invitation to sit on the President’s Advi-
sory Board on Race because he believed it
was the first time in his life a President was
willing to take on this issue and to try to
establish a dialog, and he believed it could
do some good. He said that initially he be-
lieved the board had been to narrow, but that
now it was opening up to a broad spectrum
of ideas. Ms. Thernstrom said she thought
this was a wonderful meeting and that if this
continued, it might go somewhere.]

The President. That’s what I think.
Ms. Thernstrom. Yes. We’re feeling each

other here. We’re kind of making—it’s a first
kind of stiff beginning, but that we might
really——

The Vice President. I resemble that re-
mark. [Laughter]

The President. If you all are willing to
do it and you will help us figure out a way
to structure it, I’ll do it. Let me just give
you—I’ll just give you one—outside this
door, probably sitting there—I don’t know
if she’s still there—is my diarist for the White
House who has lately been in the paper be-
cause—[inaudible]—[laughter]—her name
is Janis Kearney. Her daddy was a share-
cropper, and her mother was a domestic. And
they had 17 children; 13 of them have college
degrees, 5 of them are lawyers, and all 17
of them have a first name that starts with
the letter ‘‘J’’—I don’t know how they—
[laughter] Most of them went to school in
Arkansas. One of them went all the way to
Harvard. And some of them had affirmative

action, and some of them didn’t, and they
all did fine.

Look, somewhere in here there’s a way
that we can get to where we’re trying to do—
stop talking past each other and start working
together. I cannot believe that 90 percent of
the people in this country don’t want the
same kind of country in terms of racial mat-
ters. And I will do my best to find a way
for us to move beyond the—[inaudible]—
honestly and respectfully state our dif-
ferences and figure out a way to work to-
gether. Because it is obvious, if you do not
believe that there is any inherent, God-given
difference among people based on race, then
the differences that we have today must have
been rooted in the mistakes that have been
made in the past or the breakdown of social
institutions or personal institutions like the
family, the education system, and the
networking of people in business and others.
There has to be a way to rebuild those institu-
tions, and we have to do it together.

I think it would be a shame if we didn’t
try to do this together. I’m trying to put this
beyond partisan politics. I’m not trying to use
you. I said that deal about the athletics be-
cause I might have voted for the athletic
thing, too, but I’ve always been with the race
is like athletics and not different from athlet-
ics. That’s all. So we need to go.

If you have—in addition to your sugges-
tions, which Governor Kean is for, I want
to know if you’ve got process ideas about how
we can discipline this debate and to move
it forward.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Christopher Edley, consultant to
the President’s Advisory Board on Race. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the tape was incomplete. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Bosnia-
Herzegovina
December 19, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of June 20,

1997, I provided further information on the
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deployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and other states in the re-
gion in order to participate in and support
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)-led Stabilization Force (SFOR), and
on the beginning of the withdrawal of the
NATO-led Implementation Force (IFOR),
which completed its mission and transferred
authority to the SFOR on December 20,
1996. I am providing this supplemental re-
port, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion, to help ensure that the Congress is kept
fully informed on continued U.S. contribu-
tions in support of peacekeeping efforts in
the former Yugoslavia.

We continue to work in concert with oth-
ers in the international community to en-
courage the parties to fulfill their commit-
ments under the Dayton Peace Agreement
and to build on the gains achieved over the
last 2 years. It remains in the U.S. national
interest to help bring peace to Bosnia, both
for humanitarian reasons and to arrest the
dangers the fighting in Bosnia represented
to security and stability in Europe generally.
Through American leadership and in con-
junction with our NATO allies and other
countries, we have seen real and continued
progress toward sustainable peace in Bosnia.
We have also made it clear to the former
warring parties that they are ultimately re-
sponsible for implementing the Peace Agree-
ment.

The United Nations Security Council au-
thorized member states to establish the fol-
low-on force in United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1088 of December 12,
1996. The SFOR’s tasks are to deter or pre-
vent a resumption of hostilities or new
threats to peace, to consolidate IFOR’s
achievements and to promote a climate in
which the civilian-led peace process can go
forward. Subject to this primary mission,
SFOR has provided support, within its capa-
bilities, to civilian organizations implement-
ing the Dayton Peace Agreement.

During its mission. SFOR has successfully
deterred the resumption of hostilities by pa-
trolling the Zone of Separation, inspecting
and monitoring heavy weapons cantonment
sites, and providing support to civilian agen-
cies. The SFOR has made significant
achievements in demining, as well as major

progress in efforts to restore road, rail, and
air transportation links within Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The SFOR has contributed to
efforts to bring persons indicted for war
crimes into custody in The Hague. The
SFOR’s support to civilian peace implemen-
tation tasks has been significant.

United States force contribution to SFOR
in Bosnia remains approximately 8,500. Unit-
ed States forces participating in SFOR are
U.S. Army forces that were stationed in Ger-
many and the United States. Other partici-
pating U.S. forces include special operations
forces, airfield operations support forces, air
forces, and reserve component personnel. An
amphibious force is normally in strategic re-
serve in the Mediterranean Sea, and a carrier
battle group remains available to provide
support for air operations.

All NATO nations and 20 others, including
Russia and Ukraine, have provided troops or
other support to SFOR. Most U.S. troops are
assigned to Multinational Division, North,
centered around the city of Tuzla. In addi-
tion, approximately 3,000 U.S. troops are de-
ployed to Hungary, Croatia, Italy, and other
states in the region in order to provide
logistical and other support to SFOR. Since
June 1997, U.S. forces have sustained a total
of three fatalities, none of which was combat-
related.

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia as part of the United Nations Preventive
Deployment Force (UNPREDEP). This
U.N. peacekeeping force observes and mon-
itors conditions along the border with the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Albania,
effectively contributing to the stability of the
region. Several U.S. Army helicopters are
also deployed to provide support to U.S.
forces and UNPREDEP as required. Most
of the approximately 350 U.S. soldiers par-
ticipating in these missions are assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry, 1st Armored
Division. The U.N. Security Council voted
December 4, 1997, to authorize a final exten-
sion of the UNPREDEP mandate through
August 31, 1998, at which time UNPREDEP
will be terminated.

A small contingent of U.S. military person-
nel is also serving in Croatia in direct support

VerDate 28-OCT-97 07:45 Dec 31, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P52DE4.022 p52de4



2095Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Dec. 20

of the Transitional Administrator of the Unit-
ed Nations Transitional Administration in
Eastern Slovenia (UNTAE). These personnel
are expected to be redeployed when
UNTAES’s mandate expires on January 15,
1998, and a follow-on U.N. civilian police op-
eration continues in the region.

In order to continue the progress we have
seen in the last 6 months and to create condi-
tions for a self-sustaining peace, yesterday I
announced that the United States would in
principal take part in a security prescence
in Bosnia when SFOR withdraws this sum-
mer.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord-
ance with various statutory authorities. I am
providing this report as part of my efforts
to keep the Congress fully informed about
developments in Bosnia and other states in
the region. I will continue to consult closely
with the Congress regarding our efforts to
foster peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 20, 1997

Good morning. In this season of hope and
special time for our loved ones, I’d like to
share some thoughts on what all Americans
can do to strengthen our families. Specifi-
cally, I want to talk about our efforts to pro-
tect our children from drugs, the most dan-
gerous enemy of childhood. Nothing can
cause more pain and heartbreak in a family
or cause more harm to a child’s future than
the use and abuse of drugs.

We should be very proud that drug use
among all Americans has fallen by one-half
since 1979. But in recent years, teenage drug
use was rising. Today I have some good news.

A second major survey on drug use this
year has confirmed that for the first time
since 1991, our teenagers are beginning to
turn away from drugs. In a report I’m a re-
leasing today, the Department of Health and
Human Services has found that the increas-
ing rates of teen drug use are leveling off
and, in some cases, decreasing. Today’s
eighth graders are less likely to have used
drugs over the past year, and just as impor-
tant, they are more likely to disapprove of
drug use. This change in attitudes represents
a glimmer of hope in our efforts to protect
our children from drugs. But our work is far
from over.

The most effective strategy we have
against drugs begins at home. It’s a fight that
can be won at kitchen tables all across Amer-
ica. This holiday season, as we spend some
hard-earned time with our families, I urge
all parents to sit down with their children,
as Hillary and I have done, and share a sim-
ple and important lesson: Drugs are dan-
gerous; drugs are wrong; and drugs can kill
you.

But Government can also do its part to
help parents keep their children safe from
drugs. Over the past 5 years, our administra-
tion has put in place a comprehensive na-
tional plan to fight drugs at all levels. We’re
putting 100,000 community police on our
streets. We’ve cracked down on meth dealers
and seized their labs. We’ve expanded man-
datory drug testing for parolees and de-
manded that drug offenders get the treat-
ment they need to live productive lives.
We’ve worked with neighboring countries to
prevent drugs from crossing our borders in
the first place and built new community coa-
litions against drugs.

Most importantly, we fought to protect the
safe and drug-free schools program that
helps to keep drugs out of classrooms and
away from children. The historic Balanced
Budget Act I signed this summer also in-
cludes $195 million for a national youth anti-
drug media campaign. Our goal is to make
sure that every time a child turns on the TV,
listens to the radio, or surfs the Internet, he
or she will get the powerful message that
drugs can destroy your life.

But we can’t ever forget that the best drug
enforcement prevention effort still is parents
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