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Nomination of Salvatore R. Martoche To Be a Member of the

National Mediation Board
April 19, 1988

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Salvatore R. Martoche to
be a member of the National Mediation
Board for the term expiring July 1, 1991.
He would succeed Helen M. Witt.

Since 1986 Mr. Martoche has been Assist-
ant Secretary for Enforcement at the De-
partment of Labor. Prior to this, he was
United States Attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of New York, 1982-1986. He has also
been a member of the Attorney General’s
Advisory Committee, 1983-1986; serving as
Vice Chairman, 1984, and Chairman, 1985.

Mr. Martoche was an attorney in private
practice, 1969-1982, and assistant counsel
to the majority for the New York State
Senate, 1974-1982. From 1972 to 1981, he
was the administrator for the Erie County
Bar Association of the Pre-Trial Services
Agency, Inc.

Mr. Martoche graduated from Canisius
College (B.S., 1962) and the University of
North Dakota School of Law (J.D., 1967).
He was born October 12, 1940, in Buffalo,
NY. He is married, has three children, and
resides in Alexandria, VA.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate on the United States Military

Strike in the Persian Gulf
April 19, 1988

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On April 14, 1988, the USS SAMUEL B.
ROBERTS struck a mine in international
waters of the Persian Gulf. Lookouts on the
ROBERTS had spotted three mines lying
perpendicular to the ship’s course and
about 700 yards away. The ROBERTS
struck a mine set deeper than the others
and not visible from the ship. Ten service-
men were injured. The detonation caused a
nine-foot hole in the ship’s hull near the
main engine room, below the water line; a
split in the ship’s bulkhead between the
main engine room and an auxiliary machin-
ery room; and a fire. The ROBERTS is now
safely in a repair facility.

An examination of the mines remaining
in the water established that they were M-
08 mines, the same type Iran was caught
placing in the water from the IRAN AJR on
September 21, 1987. They had been freshly
laid in an area transited by U.S. convoys. No
barnacles or marine growth were on the
mines. Most important, the mines bore
markings of the same type and series as on

those laid by the IRAN AJR. No doubt exists
that Iran laid these mines for the specific
purpose of damaging or sinking U.S. or
other non-belligerent ships. We have
warned Iran repeatedly against such hostile
acts.

In response to this attack on the ROB-
ERTS and commencing at approximately
1:00 a.m. (EDT), April 18, 1988, Armed
Forces of the United States assigned to the
Joint Task Force Middle East, after warning
Iranian personnel and providing an oppor-
tunity to escape, attacked and effectively
neutralized the Sassan and Sirri Platforms,
which have been used to support unlawful
Iranian attacks on non-belligerent shipping.
While these events were taking place, an
Iranian helicopter and small boats attacked
an oil rig and the U.S.-flag vessel WILLI
TIDE in the Mubarak oil field. In response,
U.S. A-6 aircraft attacked three Iranian
Boghammar small boats, sinking at least
one.

Subsequently, U.S. Forces were attacked
by the Iranian PTG JOSHAN, FFG
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SAHAND, and FFG SABALAN. In response
to these attacks, U.S. Forces severely
damaged or sank the Iranian vessels. Irani-
an F—4 fighters also approached the USS
SIMPSON and the USS WAINWRIGHT in a
threatening manner; the SIMPSON and
WAINWRIGHT fired at the aircraft, caus-
ing their retreat.

Search and rescue efforts were undertak-
en to locate a missing AH-1 Cobra helicop-
ter from the WAINWRIGHT. The helicop-
ter had two men on board. As of 7:00 a.m.
(EDT) today, the search and rescue efforts
were continuing.

These necessary and proportionate ac-
tions by U.S. Armed Forces were taken at
my specific direction in the exercise of our
inherent right of self-defense, recognized in
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter,
and pursuant to my constitutional authority
with respect to the conduct of foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief. We have
completed these self-defense actions and
consider the matter closed.

Since March 1987, I and members of my

Administration have provided to Congress
letters, reports, briefings, and testimony in
connection with developments in the Per-
sian Gulf and the activities of U.S. Armed
Forces in the region. In accordance with
my desire that Congress be kept fully in-
formed on this matter, I am providing this
report consistent with the War Powers Res-
olution. I look forward to cooperating with
Congress in pursuit of our mutual, overrid-
ing aim of peace and stability in the Persian
Gulf region. In this connection, I regard the
continued presence of U.S. Armed Forces
to be essential to the achievement of that
aim. Our Forces remain prepared to take
any additional action necessary to protect
themselves, U.S.-flag vessels, and U.S. lives.
Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN

Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and John C. Stennis, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Remarks at a Senate Campaign Fundraising Reception for Pete

Dawkins of New Jersey
April 19, 1988

Senators, distinguished guests, you know,
more than half a century ago, there was a
halfback at the University of Chicago who
was so powerful, so skilled, and so dashing
that he became a hero to millions of foot-
ball-loving Americans, including a certain
young fellow named Dutch Reagan. In 1935
this great halfback, Jay Berwanger, received
a new award, and the tradition of the Heis-
man Trophy was born. Jay Berwanger is
with us here tonight, and I couldn’t begin
without telling him and all the Heisman
Trophy winners who are gathered here
what a great honor it is to be in their pres-
ence.

College football has certainly come a long
way since the day when President White of
Cornell refused to permit his football team
to play against the University of Michigan.
President White said—this was back in the
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1870’s—and I quote: “I will not permit men
to travel 400 miles merely to agitate a bag
of wind.” [Laughter] You know, I told Presi-
dent White I thought he was overreacting.
[Laughter]

But, Pete, Judi [Mrs. Dawkins], and ev-
eryone, we're here this evening less to cele-
brate Pete Dawkins’ past as an athlete than
to show our support for his future as, yes,
the next United States Senator from the
great State of New Jersey. Athlete, scholar,
soldier, businessman—Pete Dawkins is one
of the finest candidates to compete in the
elections of 1988. But I'll go even further:
Pete Dawkins is one of the finest candidates
I've ever known. The reason goes beyond
Pete’s extraordinary competence and skill.
It has to do with his deepest values—with
his fierce belief in freedom, in the family, in
economic opportunity for all.




