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decision made by Judge Bork would be
made on solid grounds of principle in con-
trast to those who would politicize our
courts; jeopardize the independence of the
judiciary; and hold our courts and Constitu-
tion hostage. But while I refused to with-
draw his name, I understood why Judge
Bork himself might choose to do so. The
judge was a distinguished scholar at the
Yale University Law School, had served as
the Nation’s top lawyer in the post of Solici-
tor General, and his tenure on the Court of
Appeals here in Washington has been
marked by excellence.

So, too, I felt that in many ways he had
already won an important victory. During
his confirmation hearings, Judge Bork had
given us all a national lesson in our legal
tradition and the importance of judicial re-
straint—the belief of our Founding Fathers
that it was the role of the judge to interpret
the law, not to preempt the rights of the
people and their legislatures by making the
law. So, I could understand then why Judge
Bork might choose to withdraw and simply
return to the Court of Appeals. I wish you
could have been there as Judge Bork ex-
plained his decision—as he looked me in
the eye and said we must do not what was
right or easy for himself, but what was right
for the country.

The best I can do to recreate for you the
eloquence and character of this man is to
quote from the statement he made shortly
after our meeting. Judge Bork said this:
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“Were the fate of Robert Bork the only
matter at stake, I would ask the President
to withdraw my nomination. The most seri-
ous and lasting injury in all of this, however,
is not to me. Rather, it is to the dignity and
integrity of law and public service in this
country.”

Judge Bork said a critical principle was at
stake. He explained it this way, and again |
quote: “Federal judges are not appointed to
decide cases according to the latest opinion
polls. They are appointed to decide cases
impartially, according to law. But when ju-
dicial nominees are assessed and treated
like political candidates the effect will be to
chill the climate in which judicial delibera-
tions take place, to erode public confidence
in the impartiality of our judges, and to
endanger the independence of the judici-
ary.” My fellow Americans, Andrew Jackson
said once that “one man with courage
makes a majority.” Obviously, Bob Bork has
that courage, now let’s you and I give him
our support.

I agree with Judge Bork that there are no
illusions. Our judges should be faithful to
the written Constitution, the bedrock of our
liberties. Those selected for the Supreme
Court must be aware of all points of view
and their decisions based on government by
the people.

Until next week, thanks for listening, and
God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m.
from Camp David, MD.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate on the United States Air

Strike in the Persian Gulf
October 10, 1987

Dear Mr. President: (Dear Mr. Speaker:)
For nearly forty years, the United States
has maintained a limited naval presence in
the Persian Gulf to provide for the safety of
U.S.-flag merchant vessels engaging in
peaceful activities in international waters
and for other reasons essential to the na-
tional security. This has been done pursuant
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to the President’s authority as Commander-
in-Chief. Our presence in the Persian Gulf
has been fully within our rights under inter-
national law. Our forces have respected all
relevant international rules of conduct, and
provided no basis in law for hostile action
against them.

At approximately 2:50 p.m. (EDT) on Oc-
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tober 8, 1987, three helicopters of the U.S.
Middle East Joint Task Force, while on rou-
tine nighttime patrol over international
waters of the Persian Gulf, were fired upon
without warning by three (possibly four)
small Iranian naval vessels. This unpro-
voked attack posed an immediate and
direct threat to the safety of the helicopters
and their crewmen. Accordingly, acting in
self-defense and pursuant to standing
Peacetime Rules of Engagement for the
region, the helicopters returned fire with
rockets and machine guns. Three Iranian
vessels were hit, and one of them subse-
quently sank. No U.S. personnel were in-
jured in this brief exchange of fire.

U.S. patrol boats were dispatched to the
scene and recovered six Iranian crewmen
from the water. Although all available med-
ical care was provided, two of the crewmen
subsequently died. The four surviving crew-
men currently are aboard the USS RA-
LEIGH. Two of them are seriously injured,
and all are receiving complete medical
evaluation and treatment. When the survi-
vors are capable of being moved, efforts
will be made to repatriate them through a
third country with the assistance of an ap-
propriate humanitarian organization.

At approximately 3:30 p.m. (EDT), an-
other helicopter belonging to the U.S.
Middle East Joint Task Force was perform-
ing surveillance operations over internation-
al waters of the Persian Gulf in the vicinity
of an oil platform under Iranian control.
Although the helicopter observed fire from
an unidentified source, it is not clear that
the fire was directed at the U.S. aircraft and
U.S. forces did not return fire.

U.S. forces, which sustained no damage or
casualties, have returned to their prior state
of alert readiness in carrying out the stand-
ing Peacetime Rules of Engagement for the

Persian Gulf region. Although they will
remain prepared to take any additional de-
fensive action necessary to protect U.S.
forces and U.S. lives, there has been no fur-
ther hostile action by Iranian forces and we
regard this incident as closed.

The limited defensive action described
above was taken in accordance with our
right of self-defense under Article 51 of the
United Nations Charter, and pursuant to
my constitutional authority with respect to
the conduct of foreign relations and as
Commander-in-Chief.

Since March 1987, I and members of my
Administration have provided to Congress
letters, reports, briefings, and testimony in
connection with developments in the Per-
sian Gulf and activities of U.S. Armed
Forces in that region. In accordance with
my desire that Congress continue to be
fully informed in this matter, | am provid-
ing this report consistent with the War
Powers Resolution. While mindful of the
historical differences between the Legisla-
tive and Executive branches of govern-
ment, and the positions taken by me and all
my predecessors in office, with respect to
the constitutionality of certain provisions of
the Resolution, I look forward to cooperat-
ing with Congress in pursuit of our mutual,
overriding aim of peace and stability in the
Persian Gulf region. In this connection, I
regard the continued presence of U.S.
Armed Forces to be essential to achieve-
ment of that aim.

Sincerely,

RONALD REAGAN

Note: Identical letters were sent to Jim
Wright, Speaker of the House of Represent-
actives, and John C. Stennis, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Statement on the Death of Alfred M. Landon

October 12, 1987

Alf Landon exemplified the very best in
public service. He deeply loved his country,
and he was motivated by a genuine desire

to help his fellow man. As Governor of his
beloved Kansas, he brought a commonsense
wisdom to the statehouse and earned the
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