
1607Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Aug. 11

are the best in the world; because I want
American health care to be affordable and
available and quality for all of our citizens;
because I want to grow the economy and pre-
serve the environment; because I want us to
be one America across all the lines that divide
us; and because I still believe our best days
are ahead as long as we’re willing to stand
up against the terrorists and stand up for
freedom.’’

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
Atrium at the Chicago Historical Society. In his
remarks, he referred to Steve Grossman, national
chair, Democratic National Committee Mayor
Richard M. Daley of Chicago; and Mario Cuomo,
former New York Governor.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Bombing Incidents
in Africa
August 10, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On August 7, 1998, two bombs exploded

about five minutes apart at the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. A number of American citizens
were killed or wounded, and the embassies
suffered extensive damage. Department of
State officials requested immediate medical,
security, and disaster response assistance
from the Department of Defense.

On August 7, 1998, a Joint Task Force of
U.S. military personnel from U.S. Central
Command deployed to Nairobi to coordinate
the medical and disaster response assistance
arriving in Kenya and Tanzania. In addition,
on August 8, 1998, teams of approximately
50–100 security personnel each arrived in
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. These teams will
enhance the ability of the United States to
ensure the security of the American Embas-
sies and American citizens in these countries.

The U.S. forces comprising the Joint Task
Force and the medical and security assist-
ance come primarily from elements of the
U.S. Central and U.S. European Commands.
Other elements are U.S.-based units. Each
of the armed services is represented. Al-
though U.S. forces are equipped for combat,
this movement is being undertaken solely for

the purpose of enhancing embassy security
and ensuring the security of American citi-
zens. United States forces will redeploy as
soon as the additional security support is de-
termined to be unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to assist in embassy security and
the security of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 11.

Remarks at the Harry Tracy Water
Filtration Plant in San Bruno,
California
August 11, 1998

Thank you very much. Good morning. I
asked Lorraine if any of her children were
here, and she said they were all here. I would
like to ask the members of your family to
stand. [Applause] Everybody in Lorraine’s
family, stand. Good for you. There are your
children, your husband. Thank you all. I’d
say they were worth fighting for.

Good morning, everyone. Thank you for
braving this beautiful, but rather warm Cali-
fornia sunshine to participate in this event.
Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Thank you, Ann
Caen, for your service and the reference to
Herb. Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Gray
Davis, for your support for the environment.
Thank you to Superintendent Paul Mazza
and the members of the facility here, all of
the people who work here. I’d like to thank
them for what they do to help improve the
lives of the people in this area. Thank you
very much. I know we have members of the
San Mateo board of supervisors and other—
perhaps other officials here.
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