AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 13

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Protection of United Nations
Personnel in Bosnia-Herzegovina

April 12, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

One year ago, | provided you with my ini-
tial report on the deployment of U.S. com-
bat-equipped aircraft to support the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) en-
forcement of the no-fly zone in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. | provided you with follow-on
reports on October 13, 1993, February 17,
1994, and March 1, 1994. | am reporting
today on the use of U.S. combat-equipped
aircraft on April 10-11 to provide protection
for U.N. personnel who came under attack
in Gorazde, Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Since the adoption of United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 713 on September
25, 1991, the United Nations has actively
sought solutions to the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia. Under Security Council Resolu-
tion 824 (May 6, 1993), certain parts of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina have been established as
“safe areas.” Gorazde is specifically included
as a location that should be treated as a safe
area “by all the parties concerned and should
be free from armed attacks and from any
other hostile acts.” In addition, Security
Council Resolutions 836 and 844 (June 4 and
18, 1993) authorize Member States, acting
nationally or through regional organizations,
to use air power in the safe areas to help
protect the United Nations Protection
Forces (UNPROFOR).

Recent heavy weapons (tank and artillery)
fire in the Gorazde area has resulted in a
serious threat to the citizens remaining in
Gorazde and to UNPROFOR and U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) per-
sonnel operating there. On April 10, the city
was subjected to sustained Bosnian-Serb tank
and artillery fire. The UNPROFOR and
UNHCR personnel in Gorazde were placed
in great danger. Based on the threat to
UNPROFOR, as reported by U.N. observers
in the city, the UNPROFOR commander re-
quested the U.N. Special Representative for
Bosnia-Herzegovina to authorize close air
support (CAS) strikes on the Bosnian-Serb
firing positions. The U.N. Special Represent-
ative approved the request. Consistent with
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approved procedures and rules of engage-
ment, two U.S. aircraft from NATO Allied
Force Southern Europe (AFSOUTH) en-
gaged Bosnian-Serb targets after receiving
targeting orders from the Commander in
Chief, AFSOUTH.

On April 11, 1994, U.N. personnel in
Gorazde requested NATO air support after
again coming under attack by Bosnian-Serb
gunners. United States F/A-18 aircraft from
AFSOUTH were successful in neutralizing
Bosnian-Serb targets that had been firing on
the city.

There were no NATO or U.N. casualties
as a result of the operations on April 10 and
11,1994,

It is my hope that the clear resolve of the
United Nations and NATO as shown by these
actions will encourage the parties to the con-
flict in the former Yugoslavia to respect the
decisions of the Security Council concerning
the protection of U.N. personnel and of the
declared safe areas. United States forces will
continue to serve as part of this important
NATO enforcement effort and will remain
prepared to respond to U.N. and NATO re-
quests for further action against those who
violate these decisions.

These actions are being taken in Bosnia-
Herzegovina in conjunction with our allies
to implement the decision of the Security
Council and the North Atlantic Council and
to assist the parties to reach a negotiated set-
tlement to the conflict. It is not now possible
to determine the duration of this operation.
I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in this effort pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief.

I am providing this report as part of my
effort to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I remain grateful for the continuing support
the Congress has provided and I look forward
to continued cooperation with you in this en-
deavor. I shall communicate with you further
regarding our efforts for peace and stability
in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 13.

Proclamation 6668—National Day of
Prayer, 1994
April 12, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In a country built by people from hun-
dreds of nations and with as many beliefs,
we rely upon our religious liberty in order
to preserve the individuality and great diver-
sity that give our Nation its unique richness
and strength of character. America’s found-
ers saw the urgent need to protect religious
freedom and opened debate on the impor-
tant subject when the Continental Congress
gathered in Philadelphia to chart a course
for our nascent country. After hearing Massa-
chusetts delegate Samuel Adams’ plea, the
Congress voted to begin its session with a
prayer. When the framers of the Bill of
Rights set down our fundamental rights, the
free exercise of religion rightfully took its
place at the head of our enumerated liberties.

As our Nation has grown and flourished,
our Government has welcomed divine guid-
ance in its work, while respecting the rich
and varied faiths of all of its citizens. Many
of our greatest leaders have asked God's
favor in public and private prayer. From pa-
triots and presidents to advocates for justice,
our history reflects the strong presence of
prayer in American life. Presidents, above all,
need the power of prayer, their own and that
of all Americans.

We need not shrink as Americans from
asking for divine assistance in our continuing
efforts to relieve human suffering at home
and abroad, to reduce hatred, violence, and
abuse, and to restore families across our land.
By following our own beliefs while respecting
the convictions of others, we can strengthen
our people and rebuild our Nation. As Micah
reminds us, we must strive “to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly” before
God.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved April 17, 1952, having recognized the
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role of faith and prayer in the lives of the
American people throughout our history, has
set aside a day each year as a “National Day
of Prayer.” Since that time, each President
has proclaimed an annual National Day of
Prayer, resuming the tradition begun by our
leaders in the Nation’s earliest days. Pursuant
to Public Law 100-307 of May 5, 1988, the
first Thursday of each May has been set aside
as a National Day of Prayer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 5, 1994, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. | encourage the citizens
of this great Nation to gather, each in his
or her own manner, to recognize our bless-
ings, acknowledge our wrongs, to remember
the needy, to seek guidance for our challeng-
ing future, and to give thanks for the abun-
dance we have enjoyed throughout our his-
tory.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:32.a.m., April 14, 1994]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 13, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 15.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session With the American Society of
Newspaper Editors

April 13,1994

The President. Thank you very much,
Bill, for the introduction. And thank you, la-
dies and gentlemen, for the invitation to
come by again.

I can’t help noting some satisfaction that
the president of this organization is not only
the editor of the Oregonian, which endorsed
my candidacy in 1992, the first time it ever
endorsed a Democrat for President—I hope
they haven’'t had second thoughts—{[laugh-
ter]—he also spent the first 8 years of his
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