Dec. 21 / Administration of George Bush, 1989

will bribe and try anything possible.
[Laughter] We know no shame at all.

Note: The President’s 31st news conference
began at 2:58 p.m. in the Briefing Room at
the White House.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate on United States Military

Action in Panama
December 21, 1989

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On December 15, 1989, at the instigation
of Manuel Noriega, the illegitimate Pana-
manian National Assembly declared that a
state of war existed between the Republic
of Panama and the United States. At the
same time, Noriega gave a highly inflamma-
tory anti-American speech. A series of vi-
cious and brutal acts directed at U.S. per-
sonnel and dependents followed these
events.

On December 16, 1989, a U.S. Marine
officer was killed without justification by
Panama Defense Forces (PDF) personnel.
Other elements of the PDF beat a U.S.
Naval officer and unlawfully detained, phys-
ically abused, and threatened the officer’s
wife. These acts of violence are directly at-
tributable to Noriega’s dictatorship, which
created a climate of aggression that places
American lives and interests in peril.

These and other events over the past two
years have made it clear that the lives and
welfare of American citizens in Panama
were increasingly at risk, and that the con-
tinued safe operation of the Panama Canal
and the integrity of the Canal Treaties
would be in serious jeopardy if such lawless-
ness were allowed to continue.

Under these circumstances, I ordered the
deployment of approximately 11,000 addi-
tional U.S. Forces to Panama. In conjunc-
tion with the 13,000 U.S. Forces already
present, military operations were initiated
on December 20, 1989, to protect Ameri-
can lives, to defend democracy in Panama,
to apprehend Noriega and bring him to
trial on the drug-related charges for which
he was indicted in 1988, and to ensure the
integrity of the Panama Canal Treaties.

In the early morning of December 20,
1989, the democratically elected Panamani-
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an leadership announced formation of a
government, assumed power in a formal
swearing-in ceremony, and welcomed the
assistance of U.S. Armed Forces in remov-
ing the illegitimate Noriega regime.

The deployment of U.S. Forces is an exer-
cise of the right of self-defense recognized
in Article 51 of the United Nations Charter
and was necessary to protect American lives
in imminent danger and to fulfill our re-
sponsibilities under the Panama Canal Trea-
ties. It was welcomed by the democratically
elected government of Panama. The mili-
tary operations were ordered pursuant to
my constitutional authority with respect to
the conduct of foreign relations and as
Commander in Chief.

In accordance with my desire that Con-
gress be fully informed on this matter, and
consistent with the War Powers Resolution,
I am providing this report on the deploy-
ment of U.S. Armed Forces to Panama.

Although most organized opposition has
ceased, it is not possible at this time to pre-
dict the precise scope and duration of the
military operations or how long the tempo-
rary increase of U.S. Forces in Panama will
be required. Nevertheless, our objectives
are clear and largely have been accom-
plished. Our additional Forces will remain
in Panama only so long as their presence is
required.

Sincerely,

GEORGE BUSH

Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Robert C. Byrd, President pro
tempore of the Senate. The letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 22.




