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suggests that it may be worth a closer look.


Multnomah County in Oregon is a noteworthy decliner. 

The dynamics are interesting in metro Portland as counties 

just across the Columbia River in Washington are seeing 

growth. In an age of increased remote work, states with no 

income tax like Washington have an edge. Crime issues 

are undoubtedly hurting Portland as well.

The data reaffirm pessimism around most of the Rust Belt, 

but looking more closely there are some big positive 

gainers. If you haven’t been thinking about Indianapolis 

and Columbus, these data are a good nudge to get on a 

plane and see what’s happening. We were a bit surprised 

by the nearly 7,800 people leaving Pittsburgh’s Allegheny 

County, but a downward trend in metro labor force and 

sleepy job growth indicate the estimate could be on track. 

On the opposite end of the spectrum, a 2.0%/3,000-

person gain for Wright County outside of Minneapolis  
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Note: Positive counties are top 25 by # change among counties with at least 2.0% growth and 2,000 people added during 2023. Negative counties are 

bottom 25 by # change among counties with population loss of at least 0.3% and 1,000.


