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WHO IS HOMELESS?

 

 

 

 

In the 29,894 households who 

became homeless in 2018/19… 

There were 43,026 people.  

This was made up of 

29,163 adults…  
…and 14,043 children.   
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https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/policy_library/policy_library_folder/children_experiencing_homelessness_2019_update
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Single adult households are more likely to apply as homeless 

Single person households and single parent households are 

overrepresented in the homelessness statistics, compared to their 

frequency in the population as a whole. 9 

Single person households make 

up 66% of all homeless 

applications, but only 36% of 

households in Scotland. 

Single parent households are 

four times more prevalent in 

homelessness statistics than in 

the population.   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-people-annual-report-results-2018-scottish-household-survey/pages/2/
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✔
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1 in 4 homeless applications comes 

from someone aged 16-24.  
But this figure has steadily decreased from 1 in 3 in 2002-03.  



  

 Behind the statistics 2019 24 

 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/RefTables/adhoc-analysis/Youth-Homelessness-2018-19
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Youth homelessness is highest in Orkney and Shetland, and lowest in 

East Renfrewshire and Glasgow.  
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Sharp rise when local authorities 

were first required to assess the 

support needs of homeless 

applicants in 2013. 
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People who left care 

within the past five 

years apply as 

homeless in similar 

proportions as those 

who left care over five 

years ago.  

Over the past 11 years, applications from people who left care 

within the past five years have been decreasing faster than from 

those who left care over five years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, this trend has reversed over the past year. In fact, the 

recent rise in applications from care experienced people can be 

attributed entirely to a rise in applications from people who left 

care within the last five years.  
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The number of applicants from the armed forces is increasing 
Following the same trend of applications in general  

As with care experienced 

people, applications begin to 

rise again in 2016-17 
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✔

✘

People who left the 

armed forces more 

than five years ago 

apply as homeless in 

far greater proportions 

than those who left the 

armed forces within 

the past five years.  

This has always been 

the case, but the 

difference is 

increasing.  

Since 2016-17, applications from people who left the armed 

forces more than five years ago have been rising at a 

much quicker rate than those who left within the past five 

years. 
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✔

 

 

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110218143221/http:/rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs05/r248.pdf
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❗

 

 

https://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Publications/Publication-5363.aspx
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