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Running Styles & Track Trends 
A great way to cash more tickets is to get to know the preferred 
running style of each surface and distance. 


Tapeta sprints - 5 furlongs and 5 1/2 furlongs  
Looking at the Track Trends graphic below, we can see that 92% of 
winers come from the Early or Stalker positions.  This graphic is 
based on the first point of call, and horses that are within 1 length of 
the lead are winning 45% of races, and horses within 1 and 4 lengths 
of the lead are winning 47% of the races.  Closers that start out more 
than 4 lengths behind the lead are really up against it winning at a 
paltry 9%.


Also note that post positions 4-6 are winning 42% of the time, slightly 
more than the 37% of posts 1-3.   



Tapeta routes - 1 mile 70 yards and 1 1/16 or 1 1/8 miles 
Looking at Tapeta routes, we can see that a stalking trip is the best 
place to be, accounting for 50% of the winners.  But the overall 
profile is more balanced, with 24% winners coming from early types 
and 26% from closer types. 


With post positions, note the trend is similar to sprints, the middle 
posts 4-6 are winning 43% of races. 


Looking for more detail?  
The HRN Track Trends Tool is free to use and you can change the 
settings to look at different distances and timeframes.

https://www.horseracingnation.com/tools/track-trends?track_code=GP&start_date=2022-04-01&end_date=&course_type=E&distance=Sprints&condition=&exact_distance=&temporary_rail_distance=&mode=3-Post&early_max=100&stalker_max=400


Top Jockeys on Gulfstream's 
Tapeta 

Horseplayers already know to consider jockey statistics when 
handicapping. Horse Racing Nation’s Hot Jockey Report shows 
how riders are performing on dirt, turf and synthetic surfaces by track 
with the HRN Impact score, which weighs the odds of each starter 
against performance.


Top jockeys overperforming on Tapeta 

The jockey colony can change throughout the year, but as of this 
March 2023 update, below is a graphic of the top performing jockeys. 

at the HRN Hot Jockey Report. 
The report highlights each 
rider’s strengths and 
weaknesses so that 
horseplayers can make even 
smarter decisions.

The Gulfstream 
Tapeta surface 
can be difficult for 
newer riders or 
out-of-town riders 
to learn, but these 
are are riders that 
have proven 
successful on the 
Gulfstream Tapeta 
over time. 

For more 
insights on 
how the 
Gulfstream 
Park riding 
colony 
performs on 
dirt and turf, 
take a look 



Which Shippers are Best Bets on 
Gulfstream's Tapeta? 

As horseplayers struggle to figure out Gulfstream’s new synthetic 
Tapeta, Horse Racing Nation is examining factors at play on this new 
surface.


Horse Racing Nation’s Shipper Stats Report provides valuable 
clues for handicappers about how runners may perform based on 
what track they’re coming from. This angle is always important for 
any track to see how horses from one track may perform when racing 
at different tracks.

All surface trends at Gulfstream 

The vast majority of runners on Gulfstream Park’s Tapeta surface this 
year made their last start at Gulfstream Park, but how do the 
numbers look when accounting for surface as well?


When locally based horses race on synthetic, they win more often 
after coming from Gulfstream Tapeta (14%) or turf (13%). Dirt-to-
Tapeta moves is just an 9% strike rate while also sporting the worst 
Horse Racing Nation Impact score (-13%) and Return on Investment 
(-46%).




This is consistent even beyond the local horses who made their 
previous start at Gulfstream, as looking at all Tapeta starters this year 
reveals similar win percentages and HRN Impact scores based on 
previous surface.

Shipping in to win on Tapeta 

No surprise that the vast majority of horses racing on Gulfstream 
Park’s Tapeta surface had previously started on the surface, winning 
at a 13% rate. One interesting set of stats are shippers from tracks 
with synthetic venues.

Woodbine fared 
favorably with a 
17% win rate and 
also a +17% 
Horse Racing 
Nation Impact 
score. These 
numbers suggest 
the Woodbine 
shippers out-
performing their 
odds.


Presque Isle 
Downs and 
Turfway Park, on 
the other hand, 
both sport low 
win percentages 
of 9% and 8% 
respectively.



Looking at first-time starters 

First-time starters win at a 10% clip on the Tapeta, and they perform 
at a +5% HRN Impact. So first-time starters can definitely win on the 
Gulfstream Tapeta surface.  

For more powerful stats on first-time starters, check out these

new reports from Horse Racing Nation!



Top Tapeta Trainers 
The table below shows the winningest trainers over the Tapeta 
surface at Gulfstream since the start of 2022.  


Since this reflects the trainers with the most wins, this is a good list 
by nature, but even so a few trainers stand out: 


• Carlos David is winning at 26% with +42% impact

• Todd Pletcher is winning at 26% with +17% impact 

• Chad Brown is at 39% winners with a huge +59% impact

• Martin Drexler is at 24% winners with a +30% impact.



Top Tapeta Sires 
When horses run over the Tapeta surface for the first time, it pays to 
look at the sire’s potential to get synthetic runners.  Horse Racing 
Nation stats separate Tapeta stats into sprints and routes as some 
sires are more successful at shorter and longer distances.  


Look for sires with strong win percentages and high HRN impact 
scores for potential move ups as horses make their first start over 
the Tapeta surface. The HRN impact score measures whether horses 
outperform or underperform their odds, so sires with positive impact 
scores are outrunning their odds.  


The HRN Sire Moves Report showcases the biggest movers (positive 
and negative) each day.

Use the Horse 
Racing 
Nation's Sire 
Moves Report 
to see each 
day which 
horses are big 
moves up or 
down based on 
their sires and 
switching 
surfaces and 
distances.



On the next page are some sires with low win percentages and low 
HRN impact scores to be aware of as horses make their first starts 
on the Tapeta surface. You may be surprised at which sires with 
negative impact scores are underperforming on this surface.  


The HRN Sire Moves Report showcases the biggest movers (positive 
and negative) each day.





For more information beyond shippers, check out the rest of the

HRN Pro Reports. The reports tackle the most difficult handicapping 
challenges that players face every day:


Pace report - Finds the fastest and slowest paces at every track

Post-position bias report - Identifying good & bad posts at every 
track and distance

Shipper stats report - How shippers do coming into every track

First-timer insight report - Help identifying live 1st and 2nd-timers 

Jockey report - Which jockeys are good and bad bets and when?

NEW! Sire Moves report - Highlights the biggest pedigree moves 
each day – whether positive or negative.

NEW! Horses to Single report - Shows the best potential singles 
from around the entire country, and the most recent results.


All 7 reports are available daily, both individually and as part 
of the HRN Pro Membership package!

Get daily access to these 7 
insider reports answering some 
of the toughest questions facing 

handicappers every day!

The Super Screener is 
a proven system based 

on a 20+ year study

Power Picks use a 
powerful AI technology 

to rank each horse

Get all of these tools with an HRN Pro Membership!

https://picks.horseracingnation.com/product/hrn-pro-membership/?utm_source=HRN&utm_medium=free-PDF&utm_campaign=gulfstream-tapeta-tips

