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INTRODUCTION
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

Welcome and Introduction by Peter Van den Abeele ςUCI Sports Director

SPEAKERS

Å UCI Staff

Å Kevin MacCuish ςHead of Olympic Games & Major Events  

Å Matthew Knight ςSports Strategy Manager  

Å Jessika Grand Bois ςTrack & Indoor Cycling Manager  

Å Todd Fraser ςPara Cycling Manager 
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INTRODUCTION
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE WEBINAR

Å All participants are automatically muted by webinar administrator

Å Any questions? 

Å Please type them using the chat feature

Å Questions should be general and not specific to one Nation

Å Specific questions can be emailed to the UCI after the Webinar

Å The presentation file will be shared after the meeting

Å Important: the qualification systems published on the IOC website are the 

documents in force and always take precedence over this presentation
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INTRODUCTION
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

IMPORTANT LINKS

Å Qualification systems published on the IOC website:

Å Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games - Official Olympic Documents

Å Click on the title "Qualification"

Å Qualification systems published on the IPC Website:

Å Los Angeles 2028 Paralympic Games ςQualification Documents

Links to these webpages will 
be posted in the chat section

https://www.olympics.com/ioc/documents/olympic-games/los-angeles-2028-olympic-games
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/documents/olympic-games/los-angeles-2028-olympic-games
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/documents/olympic-games/los-angeles-2028-olympic-games
https://www.olympics.com/ioc/documents/olympic-games/los-angeles-2028-olympic-games
https://www.paralympic.org/la-2028/qualification-regulations?_gl=1*m6riz0*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ1MTQyNjE0Ni4xNzc0MzM3ODk3*_ga_EFXW45ME1V*czE3NzQzMzc4OTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NzQzMzc5MTUkajQyJGwwJGg4NDAyNjgyMTc.
https://www.paralympic.org/la-2028/qualification-regulations?_gl=1*m6riz0*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ1MTQyNjE0Ni4xNzc0MzM3ODk3*_ga_EFXW45ME1V*czE3NzQzMzc4OTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NzQzMzc5MTUkajQyJGwwJGg4NDAyNjgyMTc.
https://www.paralympic.org/la-2028/qualification-regulations?_gl=1*m6riz0*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ1MTQyNjE0Ni4xNzc0MzM3ODk3*_ga_EFXW45ME1V*czE3NzQzMzc4OTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NzQzMzc5MTUkajQyJGwwJGg4NDAyNjgyMTc.
https://www.paralympic.org/la-2028/qualification-regulations?_gl=1*m6riz0*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTQ1MTQyNjE0Ni4xNzc0MzM3ODk3*_ga_EFXW45ME1V*czE3NzQzMzc4OTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NzQzMzc5MTUkajQyJGwwJGg4NDAyNjgyMTc.
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INTRODUCTION
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

IMPORTANT LINKS

Å Official document section for LA28 on the UCI website:

Å LA28 | UCI

Å Quotas will be published on this page for each discipline once qualification has 

finished (see time - line in each qualification system)

Links to these webpages will 
be posted in the chat section

https://www.uci.org/event-hub/olympic-games-la-28/6GXnG3xrI6q68i4eF4Nb9R
https://www.uci.org/event-hub/olympic-games-la-28/6GXnG3xrI6q68i4eF4Nb9R
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

REMINDER ςQualification System Structure

Å Section A: Defines the events held for the discipline

Å Section B: Explains the total number of quota places available for the discipline 

Å Section C: Explains the minimum eligibility criteria of athletes to be entered in 
the events

Å Section D: Explains the methods used to allocate all of the quota places

Å Section E: Explains the process used to confirm the allocation of all quota 
places after the qualification period finishes

Å Section F: Explains how any unused quota places are reallocated

Å Section G: Explains the procedures regarding reserve and AP athletes

Å Section H: A table listing the important milestones in the qualification timeline



LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION SYSTEM ς MARCH 2026 | PAGE 7

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

CLARIFICATION ςWORDING

Å Quota places vs Entries

Å Quota places: each quota place is allocated to a NOC or NPC (and is assigned to 

a competing athlete, who has a category "Aa" accreditation)

Å Entries: The word "entry" refers to the participation of an "Aa" accredited 

athlete in a specific event

Å Important to understand the difference for Road, Track, Mountain Bike

ÁEvery quota place grants entry in at least 1 event; however, not all event entries 

correspond to a specific quota place ςexample: the road time trial

Å Example ςRoad: A NOC/NPC could obtain a maximum quota of 4 men for the 

road race, and 2 entries in the ITT
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

CLARIFICATION ςWORDING

Å Competing athlete ("Aa" accredited athletes)

Å The type of accreditation given to a competing athlete entered in an event, using 
an "Aa" accreditation

ÅAll athletes to which a quota place has been attributed have an Aa accreditation

Å Reserve athlete

Å A competing athlete (Aa accreditation) who may be entered in another event of 

the same discipline or another cycling discipline for which they are eligible. This 

does not require activation through the LAR.

Å "Ap" accredited athletes ςapplicable to Track and BMX Racing only

Å Non-competing alternate athlete

Å Not part of the NOC quota

Å Must be activated using the LAR policy. Activation is permanent and non - reversable.
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION CRITERIA

New for LA28

Å NOC must appoint a 
Team Manager for 
confirmation of starters

Å Will be responsible for 
entering and 
confirming an eligible 
athlete for all events 
which the NOC is 
eligible to enter an 
athlete
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Athlete Eligibility 

across 

Olympic Cycling Disciplines
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Continental representation, Host, Universality & 
Reallocation of quota
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BMX FREESTYLE
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MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ATHLETES
BMX FREESTYLE - PARK

SECTION B - QUOTA PLACES:

B.1. Total quota places

B.2. Maximum number of athletes per National Olympic Committee (NOC) 

WOMEN MEN TOTAL

MAXIMUM QUOTA 2 2 4

PLACES WOMEN MEN TOTAL

QUOTA 11 11 22

HOST NATION (USA) 1 1 2

TOTAL 12 12 24
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY
BMX FREESTYLE - PARK

WOMEN MEN

OLYMPIC QUALIFIER SERIES 6 6

SECTION D 

D.1.  QUOTA PLACES ALLOCATED BY NAME:

Å OLYMPIC QUALIFIER SERIES (OQS):

Å Series will include 3 events (expect IOC announcement of these in Q2 or Q3 2026)

Å Will be allocated via the Olympic Qualifier Series (OQS) final ranking (OQSFR) to the 6 
highest ranked athletes.

Å Timing of the OQS events will be in the first half of 2028 (Dates to be confirmed by IOC)

Å Maximum qualification from the OQS is 2 athletes per NOC

Å Process by which NFs qualify to participate in the OQS will be similar as that for the 2024 
OQS (UCI BMX Freestyle Ranking by Nation in December 2027)

Å All OQS quota is allocated and confirmed before the remaining quota places attributed to 
NOCs
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY
BMX FREESTYLE - PARK

WOMEN MEN

NOC 5 5

D.2.  QUOTA PLACES ALLOCATED BY NOC:

As follows:

- D.2.1.  2026 UCI URBAN CYCLING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS:

Å Elite Individual results ς2026 UCI Urban World Championships ςBMX Freestyle Park

Å The 2 highest ranked NOC from a Continent that have not qualified a quota through the OQS (D1)

Å In the event that not all continents are represented following this, the second quota place 
attributed via this pathway will be allocated to the highest - ranked NOC from a continent not yet 
qualified. 

Å Once all the continents are represented, any remaining quota places allocated via this pathway will 
be allocated to the highest - ranked eligible NOCs, subject to the maximum quota per NOC as set 
out in section B.

WOMEN MEN

NOC 2 2
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY
BMX FREESTYLE - PARK

- D.2.2.  2027 UCI URBAN CYCLING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS:

Å Elite Individual results ς2027 UCI Urban World Championships ςBMX Freestyle Park

Å The 3 highest ranked NOCs from a Continent that have not qualified a quota place through the 
OQS (D1) or 2026 UCI Urban Cycling World Championships (D.2.1)

Å Once all continents are represented, any remaining quota places are attributed to the highest -
ranked NOCs not yet qualified, regardless of their continent.

WOMEN MEN

NOC 3 3
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY
BMX FREESTYLE - PARK

WOMEN MEN

HOST COUNTRY PLACES (USA) 1 1

D.3.  HOST COUNTRY PLACES:

PATHWAY WOMEN MEN TOTAL

OLYMPIC QUALIFIER SERIES 6 6 12

2026 UCI URBAN CYCLING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2 2 4

2026 UCI URBAN CYCLING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 3 3 6

HOST NATION (USA) 1 1 2

TOTAL 12 12 24

Å Applies if USA have not already qualified for a quota place through D.1.1., D.2.1., D.2.2

Å Reallocation to the next highest - ranked NOC in the 2027 UCI Urban World 
Championships not yet qualified  

SUMMARY OF SECTION D:
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BMX RACING
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MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ATHLETES
BMX RACING

PLACES WOMEN MEN TOTAL

QUOTA 22 22 44

HOST NATION (USA) 1 1 2

UNIVERSALITY 1 1 2

TOTAL 24 24 48

SECTION B - QUOTA PLACES:

B.1. Total quota places

B.2. Maximum number of athletes per National Olympic Committee 

WOMEN MEN TOTAL

MAXIMUM QUOTA 3 3 6
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςNOC RANKING
BMX RACING

NOC RANK ATHLETES PER NOC TOTAL

RANK 1 & 2 3 6

RANK 3 to 5 2 6

RANK 6 to 10 1 5

TOTAL 17

SECTION D

D.1.1UCI BMX RACING OLYMPIC QUALIFICATION RANKING:

Å UCI BMX RACING OLYMPIC RANKING INCLUDES:

Å UCI World Championships results in 2027 and 2028: 2 results

Å UCI World Cup events from August 2026 to May 2028 : best 14 results within the Qualification Period

Å Continental Championships : 1 result closest in time to the end of Qualification Period

Å National Championships : 1 result in 2027

Å International Competitions

Å Best 3 results Hors Class events within the Qualification Period

Å Best 8 results from C1, C2 and Regional Games within the Qualification Period

Å 2027 National Championships result
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςCONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
BMX RACING

CONTINENT MEN ELITE WOMEN ELITE

AFRICA 1 1

AMERICA 1 1

ASIA 1 1

TOTAL 3 3

D.1.2- 2027 BMX RACING CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS:

Å Only for Elite Individual results ςBMX Racing Continental Championships

Å Highest ranked rider NOC from 2027 BMX Racing Continental Championships

Å Applies to NOCs that have not already qualified for a quota through the NOC 
allocation D.1.1. 
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςUCI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
BMX RACING

YEAR MEN ELITE WOMEN ELITE

2027 (D.1.3) 1 1

2028 (D.1.4) 1 1

TOTAL 2 2

D.1.3 and D.1.4 - 2027- 2028 UCI BMX RACING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RANKING:

Å Only for Elite category ςUCI BMX Racing World Championships in 2027 and 2028

Å Highest ranked rider from UCI BMX Racing World Championships

Å For 2027: applies to NOCs that have not already qualified for a quota through the NOC 
allocation D.1.1 and D.1.2

Å For 2028: applies to NOCs that have not already qualified for a quota through the NOC 
allocation D.1.1. and D.1.2 and D.1.3
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MOUNTAIN BIKE
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MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ATHLETES
MOUNTAIN BIKE

SECTION B - QUOTA PLACES:

B.1. Total quota places

B.2. Maximum number of athletes per National Olympic Committee 

PLACES WOMEN MEN TOTAL

QUOTA 34 34 68

HOST NATION (USA) 1 1 2

UNIVERSALITY 1 1 2

TOTAL 36 36 72

WOMEN MEN TOTAL

MAXIMUM QUOTA 2 2 4
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS
MOUNTAIN BIKE

NEW ςPARTICIPATION ENTITLEMENT - OTHER CYCLING DISCIPLINES

New for LA28

Å (*) Maximum one 
additional quota per 
NOC per gender from 
another cycling 
discipline may be 
entered in the Mountain 
Bike Race

Å Maximum of two 
riders per NOC per 
gender
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςNOC RANKING
MOUNTAIN BIKE

SECTION D.1.1

UCI MOUNTAIN BIKE OLYMPIC QUALIFICATION RANKING:

NOC RANK ATHLETES PER NOC TOTAL

RANK 1 & 8 2 16

RANK 9 to 19 1 11

TOTAL 27

Å UCI MOUNTAIN BIKE OLYMPIC RANKING IS BASED:

Å On the addition of points acquired in events taken into consideration in the UCI ranking by 
nation for cross-country, by cumulating the points over two distinct periods: from 27 April 
2026 to 30 May 2027, and from 31 May 2027 to 29 May 2028. 

Å Continental Championships : maximum 2 results closest in time to the end of the 
qualification period (including individual results and cross -country team relay results)

Å By summing up the points of the three highest -placed athletes from each NOC in a 
ranking that includes all events which are taken into account in the UCI Cross-country 
Individual Ranking over each of the aforementioned periods . 
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςCONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
MOUNTAIN BIKE

SECTION D.1.2

2027 MOUNTAIN BIKE CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIPS:

CONTINENT MEN ELITE WOMEN ELITE

AFRICA 1 1

AMERICA 1 1

ASIA 1 1

TOTAL 3 3

Å Only for Elite Individual Results - Cross-country Olympic Continental Championships

Å Highest ranked rider NOC from 2027 Mountain Bike Continental Championships

Å Applies to NOCs that have not already qualified for a quota through D.1.1.
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QUALIFICATION PATHWAY ςUCI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
MOUNTAIN BIKE

SECTION D.1.3

2027 UCI MOUNTAIN BIKE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS :

Individual results MEN ELITE WOMEN ELITE

The 2 highest- ranked NOCs 
in the elite race 

1 1

The 2 highest- ranked NOCs 
in the under -23 race 

1 1

TOTAL 2 2

Å For Elite Individual Results and Under 23 Individual Results ςCross-country Olympic

Å Highest ranked rider NOC from 2027 UCI Mountain Bike World Championships

Å Applies to NOCs that have not already qualified for a quota through the NOC allocation 
D.1.1. and D.1.2starting with Elite Individual Results then Under 23 Individual Results

Å NOCs that obtain a quota place through the results of the elite race are not considered for 
allocation through the under -23 race. 
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ROAD
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY
ROAD

Å Qualification system published 18 March 2026 
(version of reference for this presentation) 

Å Qualification system is based on Paris 2024

Å Road Race: 90 quotas places per gender

Å Individual Time Trial: 35 entries per gender

Å Quota places are allocated to the NOCs

Å Athlete Eligibility criteria must be respected

Å Important updates:

Å Quota from another cycling discipline can be 
entered in the Road Race provided the 
maximum quota per NOC does not exceed 4

Å Universality places (2 per gender)
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ROAD

EVENTS AND QUOTA PLACES

New for LA28

Å Universality Places

Å Additional entries from other 
cycling disciplines in the Road Race 
(*)
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ROAD

ENTRIES FROM OTHER CYCLING DISCIPLINES (1/2)

New for LA28

Å (*) Maximum one 
additional quota per 
NOC per gender from 
another cycling discipline 
may be entered in the 
Road Race

Å Maximum of four riders 
per NOC per gender in 
Road Race
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ROAD

ENTRIES FROM OTHER CYCLING DISCIPLINES (2/2)

Example 1

Å NOC with four Road 
quota

Å Maximum event specific 
entries is reached

Road Race

Example 2

Å NOC with three Road quota

Å Maximum one additional 
quota from another cycling 
discipline may be entered 

Road Race

Example 3

Å NOC with two Road quota

Road Race

Road Race

Example 4

Å NOC with one Road quota
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ROAD

QUALIFICATION PATHWAY - QUOTAS (1/5)

ÅUCI Road World Ranking by nations on 19 October 2027 (final 2027 season ranking)
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ROAD

QUALIFICATION PATHWAY - QUOTAS (2/5)

Å2027 UCI Road World Championships elite road race
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ROAD

QUALIFICATION PATHWAY - QUOTAS (3/5)

Å2027 Continental Championships
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ROAD

QUALIFICATION PATHWAY - QUOTAS (4/5)

ÅHost country places
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ROAD

QUALIFICATION PATHWAY - QUOTAS (5/5)

2027 UCI Road World Ranking by 
Nations

ω43 NOCs

ω78 quota places

2027 UCI Road World 
Championships

ω2 NOCs

ω2 quota places

Host Country (+ Universality 
Places)

ω2 quota places (+ 2 quota places)

2027 Continental Championships 
(Africa, America, Asia)

ω6 NOCs

ω6 quota places

54 NOCs

90 Quota Places

Step 1 Step 2

Step 4 Step 3
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ROAD

INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL ENTRY PLACES (1/3)

ITT Entries

Å No quota places allocated 
specifically for ITT

Å Must have Road Race quota

Å Athlete from another cycling 
discipline can be entered

Å 35 athletes in total

Å 2027 season UCI Road World 
Ranking (25 athletes)
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ROAD

INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL ENTRY PLACES (2/3)

ITT Entries

Å UCI Road World 
Championships places 
(10 athletes)

Å Minimum allocation of 
two NOCs per continent



LA28 ςOLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC QUALIFICATION SYSTEM ς MARCH 2026 | PAGE 41

ROAD

INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL ENTRY PLACES (3/3)

Example 1

Å NOC with two ITT entries

Å Using two entries from 
Road quotas

ITT

Example 2

Å NOC with two ITT entries

Å Using one Road quota and 
one quota from another 
cycling discipline

ITT

Example 3

Å NOC with one ITT entry

Å Using one Road quota

ITT

Example 4

Å NOC with one ITT entry

Å Using one quota from 
another cycling discipline

ITT


