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Disclaimer
This report has been prepared by Ernst & Young LLP, a limited liability partnership registered in 
England and Wales with registered number OC300001, in accordance with an engagement agreement 
for professional services with The United Kingdom Sports Council (“UK Sport”). Ernst & Young LLP’s 
obligations to UK Sport are governed by that engagement agreement. This disclaimer applies to all other 
parties (including UK Sport’s affiliates and advisors).

This report has been prepared for general informational purposes only and is not intended to be relied upon 
as accounting, tax, or other professional advice. Refer to your advisors for specific advice.

Ernst & Young LLP accepts no responsibility to update this report in light of subsequent events or for any 
other reason.

This report does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement by Ernst & Young LLP to invest in, sell, 
or otherwise use any of the markets or companies referred to in it.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, Ernst & Young LLP and its members, employees and agents do not 
accept or assume any responsibility or liability in respect of this report, or decisions based on it, to any 
reader of the report. Should such readers choose to rely on this report, then they do so at their own risk.

Ernst & Young LLP reserves all rights in the report.

In 2023, the inaugural 
UCI Cycling World 
Championships were 
staged in Glasgow and 
across Scotland (United 
Kingdom). It was the first 
time that 13 individual 
UCI World Championships 
were brought together in 
a single event.

The 2023 UCI Cycling Worlds were hosted collaboratively 
by the UCI, Scottish Government, Glasgow Life and Glasgow 
City Council, UK Sport, and British Cycling. 

The 13 UCI Cycling World Championships were for:

Understanding the impact
2023 Cycling World Championships Limited and 
UK Sport have partnered with EY to deliver an 
evaluation of the overall benefits delivered from 
hosting this event through its economic, social and 
environmental impact. The study focuses on the 
socio-economic benefits of the Championships to 
Scotland, but also includes a presentation of the 
benefits at the UK and Glasgow City levels.
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The 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships took place in 10 venues 
and across 14 Local Authorities

131

245 

competing 
nations

million 
impressions 
on UCI social 
media channels

45
5

nations won 
medals from

continents

13
UCI World 
Championships 
hosted across

14 Local 
Authorities

Attendance of 

1,000,000 
including international 

attendance of  

89k

220 
UCI World 
Championships 
titles awarded

Broadcast in 130 
countries, totalling 

14,000 hours of 
programming
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Stirling
Stirling, a market town in central Scotland, a short train 
journey from Glasgow and Edinburgh, is home to famous 
Scottish landmarks Stirling Castle and the National 
Wallace Monument.  

During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships, 
Stirling’s 12th century castle provided the backdrop for 
the road time trials.

Loch Lomond
Loch Lomond is the largest of the Scottish lochs and 
lies across the southern edge of the Highlands. It is 
often considered the boundary between the lowlands of 
Central Scotland and the Highlands. 

This area was the starting point for the Men Under 23, 
Women Under 23 and Women Elite road races during the 
2023 UCI Cycling World Championships.

Perthshire
Perth, a city in central Scotland that lies on the bank of the river Tay, has been a well-
established burgh since the 12th century, even serving as Scotland’s ancient capital 
for five centuries. 

During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships, Perthshire hosted the Gran 
Fondo road races.

Glasgow
Glasgow is the most populous city in Scotland, with an estimated population 
of just under 630,000. It is situated in west-central Scotland, along both 
banks of the river Clyde. 

Glasgow was the centre of the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships 
hosting 9 Championships including BMX Freestyle Flatland & Park, BMX 
Racing, Indoor, Para-cycling Track, Para-cycling Road (Team Relay), Road 
(finish circuit), Track & Trials.

Fort William
Fort William is a town in Lochaber in the Scottish 
Highlands, located on the eastern shore of Loch Linnhe. 
The town is the second largest settlement in the Highlands 
and is a major tourist centre known for hillwalking and 
climbing.  

During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships the area 
played host to the UCI MTB Downhill World Championships.

Scottish Borders
The Scottish Borders are in the eastern part of the 
Southern Uplands. The region is hilly and largely rural, 
with the river Tweed running through it. 
The valley provides some of Britain’s most utilised 
mountain biking landscapes and hosted the MTB 
cross-country and cross-country marathon events 
during the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships.

Edinburgh
As Scotland’s capital city located in the southeast of the 
country, Edinburgh is the second-largest financial centre, as 
well as the second-most visited tourist destination in the UK. 
It has a population of over 505,000. 
During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships, Edinburgh 
served as the starting point for the Men Elite road race.

Angus
Angus is a historic county on the coast of eastern 
Scotland, with a population of approximately 116,000. 
Angus’ countryside hosted the 2023 UCI Cycling 
World Championships Gran Fondo time trials.

Dumfries & Galloway
Dumfries & Galloway is a coastal county in southwestern 
Scotland. It covers the historic counties of Dumfriesshire, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, and Wigtownshire, the latter two of which 
are collectively known as Galloway. 
During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships, Dumfries & 
Galloway played host to the para-cycling road competitions.

Clackmannanshire, East Dunbartonshire, Falkirk and Fife
Staged in a pan-Scotland approach with the ambition to showcase the country as a great destination for 
tourism and cycling, road race routes featured some of Scotland’s most scenic locations. This included 
the Queensferry Crossing into Fife, the beautiful countryside and hills of Clackmannanshire, the historic 
Falkirk area with the nearby Kelpies and the challenging ascent of the Crow Road in East Dunbartonshire.

Dundee
Dundee is a major industrial city, a royal burgh, and 
a seaport of eastern Scotland. It is the fourth-largest 
city in Scotland by population. 
During the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships, 
Dundee hosted the Gran Fondo time trials.

The biggest cycling  
event ever held
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1.  Individual entrants are participants of solo events such as the Gran Fondo and BMX challenge.

The inaugural UCI Cycling World 
Championships generated social, economic 
and environmental benefits for Scotland, the 
UK, and raised the profile of cycling globally

Certainly the 2023 Cycling World 
Championships have further 
fuelled the momentum around 
cycling as a catalyst for change.
Christof Backhaus, Professor of Marketing and 
Head of Research, Napier University

“
The study

There were four overarching objectives of the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships underpinned by a joint approach to create 
the most value for local businesses, engage new audiences and champion the power of the bike. In achieving these objectives 
impacts have been driven across multiple channels, which we have broadly categorised into economic, social and sustainability. 

The methodology
The economic and social contribution as well as the sustainability impact was measured by data gathered through primary and 
secondary research.

Secondary research
The output reports of several other delivery partners have also 
formed inputs into this evaluation report. These are listed below:

• Commercial Highlights Report, Host

• EDI Report, Mòr Diversity

• Sustainability Report, Host

• Volunteer Report, Glasgow Life

• Ride the Worlds Report, Scottish Cycling

• Procurement Report, Host

• Digital Report, Host and UCI

• Broadcast Report, Nielsen

Primary research
Extensive primary research was conducted to build up 
an understanding of the activity supported by each 
Championship event, including the spending patterns of 
visitors and the activities undertaken during their stay. 
This involved conducting survey interviews of five groups 
of people during the course of the Championships:

• Visitors

• Teams

• Individual entrants

• Media

• Stakeholders

Deliver an innovative, world-class event — safely, on time 
and on budget — that provides a model for the future

Engage with new audiences to raise awareness and 
perception of cycling

Create new commercial revenue streams for cycling — and 
lift cycling into the realms of global blue-chip brands by 
marketing as a purpose-led event

Lead the coordination of a one Scotland approach that 
delivers the event policy priorities and is a catalyst for change 
to create new, and accelerate existing, cycling activity

1

2

3

4

Overarching Objectives of the 2023 UCI Cycling 
World Championships

Key outcome areas

Waste management
Energy & water use

GHG emissions & air pollution
Landscape & biodiversity

Sustainability

Economic Social
EDI

Health & 
wellbeing

Sport excellence
Community

GVA
Employment

Visitor numbers
Government  

revenues

Social contribution

The 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships aimed to engage 
new audiences for the sport, as well as be a catalyst for 
change to deliver long-lasting impacts for society. These goals 
were achieved by, among others, promoting inclusiveness and 
accessibility among audiences, encouraging the use of active 
travel, establishing itself as a world-class sporting event, 
inspiring a sense of civic pride among Scottish residents, and 
facilitating investment across all local authorities. 

The benefits to wider society can be categorised in five 
outcome areas:

• Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (“EDI”);

• Health and wellbeing; 

• Sport excellence; 

• Community; and 

• Lasting impacts.

2023 UCI Cycling Worlds provided an opportunity for delivery 
partners to enable activations that directly contributed to 
the local community. Across the 11 days of the competition, 
official Activation and Legacy partner, Scottish Cycling, 
worked in conjunction with all 6 event delivery partners to 
deliver 24 activations on site as well as an additional 16 
activations in the local areas.

97%  
of attendees  

found the  
Championships 

inclusive
82%  

of visitors used 
a form of active 

travel

79%  
of Scottish  

visitors inspired  
to cycle more

93%  
of teams  

felt this was a 
world-class  

event

79%  
satisfaction  

among individual 
entrants1

95%  
of Scottish  

visitors felt proud 
about hosting the 

Champs

93%  
of stakeholders 

intend to continue 
Champs related 

activities

40%  
of visitors  

were  
female

Over £6m  
so far 

invested across 
all 32 local 
authorities

La
st

in
g 

im
pa

ct
s 

 

EDI 

 

Health & wellbeing  

Social 
contribution

Case study: Scottish Cycling Ride The Worlds
Scottish Cycling’s Ride the 
Worlds programme provided 
young people with the 
opportunity to connect to 
the Championships and have 
a taste of racing themselves 

with the aim of inspiring and empowering them to make 
cycling a sport for life. It delivered a total of 110 events 
across Scotland to 4,963 participants against a target 
of 78 events to 4,000 participants across the four areas 
of the programme. It engaged new clubs and partners 
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and showcased multiple 
disciplines, ensuring 
participants had easily 
accessible opportunities to 
experience different types 
of cycling and fully realise 
the power of the bike.
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Drivers of economic impact

A goal of the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships was to 
promote Scotland as a tourism destination and engage a global 
audience. 1,000,000 visitors attended the Championships, 
over a third of whom came from outside Scotland; people 
travelled from five continents. Spending by visitors, teams and 
media provided a significant boost to local businesses.

The highest attendance was on Sunday 6 August, which 
coincided with the BMX Freestyle (Glasgow Green), BMX 
Racing (BMX Centre, Glasgow), Mountain Bike Cross-country 
(Glentress), Track and Para-cycling Track (both at Sir Chris Hoy 

Velodrome, Glasgow) and Road events (Edinburgh start and 
Glasgow finish), with over 356,000 attendees that day.

Over the course of their stay, international visitors contributed 
£115m in direct spending into Scotland, particularly through 
spend on accommodation and transport, while non-local 
attendees contributed over £105m to the region.

In total, there was £344m of incremental spend across direct, 
indirect and induced impacts, which resulted in £205m of 
additional value added to Scotland-based businesses and 
supported the equivalent of 5,285 full-time jobs.

GVA3 impact on Scotland, Glasgow, UK Employment impact on Scotland, Glasgow, UK
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Sustainability

Delivering an event of the scale of the 2023 UCI Cycling 
World Championships will inevitably impact the environment. 
Sustainability was a core objective in delivering an innovative, 
world-class event providing a model for the future, with 
several Key Performance Indicators focussed on helping to 
support Scotland’s climate ambitions. These included:

• Making a public commitment to environmental policies by 
signing the UN Sport for Climate Action Framework

• Measuring the carbon footprint of the Championships

• The use of renewable energy sources wherever possible

• Sustainability standards considered as part of the 
procurement process

• Considering impacts on local environments and biodiversity

A separate Sustainability Report produced by the host will 
include further information.

Sustainability was a big part of 
the planning. Food surplus was 
redistributed, donated to local 
foodbanks; netting was used for 
the course markings and all of 
that was recycled, some of it was 
used for a school community 
garden project.

Emma Guy, ESO

“

2. This includes the spending of all participants and their supporting teams
3.  Gross Value Added (GVA) reflects the additional value to the economy that is created from hosting the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships.

£205m
Total Scotland GVA 
impact from the 2023 
UCI Cycling World 
Championships

5,285
Total Scotland employment 
impact supported by the 
2023 UCI Cycling World 
Championships

7,061 
Athletes

1,000,000 
visitors

637 
Media  

personnel
£60m 

Total team 
spend2 in 
Scotland

£220m 
Total visitor 

spend in 
Scotland

£1.7m 
Total media  

spend in 
Scotland

86%
of stakeholders felt 
the Championships 
were delivered in 
an environmentally 
responsible way

35%
of National Federations 
intend to offset their 
carbon footprint in relation 
to their travel to the 2023 
UCI Cycling Worlds

45% of fleet vehicles were 
EV or hybrid

35% of workforce vehicles 
were bikes
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In conclusion, considering the three focus areas of this evaluation of socioeconomic benefits 
of the 2023 UCI Cycling World Championships — social contribution, economic impact and 
sustainability — the event can be deemed to be very successful in delivering against each of 
these impact areas. Testament to this success is that 95% of Scottish spectators felt proud to 
host the Championships, as well as the Championships contributing £344m incremental spend 
and £205m to the GVA of the Scottish economy.
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EY  |  Building a better working world

EY exists to build a better working world, helping 
to create long-term value for clients, people and 
society and build trust in the capital markets.

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY 
teams in over 150 countries provide trust 
through assurance and help clients grow, 
transform and operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law, 
strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask better 
questions to find new answers for the complex 
issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of 
the member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is 
a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company 
limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. Information 
about how EY collects and uses personal data and a description of the 
rights individuals have under data protection legislation are available via 
ey.com/privacy. EY member firms do not practice law where prohibited 
by local laws. For more information about our organization, please visit 
ey.com.

Ernst & Young LLP
The UK firm Ernst & Young LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales 

with registered number OC300001 and is a member firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited.

Ernst & Young LLP, 1 More London Place, London, SE1 2AF.

© 2024 Ernst & Young LLP. Published in the UK. 

All Rights Reserved.

UKC-032248.indd (UK) 01/24. Artwork by Creative UK.

ED None

Information in this publication is intended to provide only a general outline of the subjects 

covered. It should neither be regarded as comprehensive nor sufficient for making decisions, nor 

should it be used in place of professional advice. Ernst & Young LLP accepts no responsibility for 

any loss arising from any action taken or not taken by anyone using this material.

ey.com/uk
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