UCI Wheel approval process

1. Introduction

The UCI has reviewed the application process for the approval of wheels (Article 1.3.018 of the
Cycling Regulations) and with effect from the 1st of January 2024 the following process will need to
be complied with. New wheels launched after this date will need to comply with this process. Wheels
approved under the previous procedure do not need to be resubmitted and are still allowed.

This procedure does not apply to wheels which, on 1 January 2024, are:
e already manufactured
e onthe market
e already at the production stage

Wheels that have already been available on the market can be approved under the present procedure
at the manufacturer’s request.

As from 1 January 2023, the wheel impact test requirements are now partially covered in the 2023
version of ISO 4210 where a declaration of conformity must be provided by the manufacturer.

The wheel impact tests have to be carried out by manufacturers using their own testing facilities
certifying, that the tests comply with the requirements detailed below. This self-certification is in
common with ISO standards and as such is standard across the industry. Wheel manufacturers without
testing facilities should contact the UCI for guidance on available facilities that can be used to conduct
tests.

Wheels to be submitted for approval:

The wheels used in individual and mass start competition in the disciplines Road, Track and Cyclo-
Cross must be submitted and subsequently approved.

Please note: wheel(s) intended for use in Para-cycling events in the disciplines Road and Track must
be submitted for approval.

The wheels which meet the definition of traditional wheels do not need to be submitted for approval.

Definition of Traditional wheels, Criteria :

Rim height: Less than 25mm

Rim material: Alloy

Spokes: Minimum of 20 steel spokes which are detachable

General: All components must be identifiable and commercially available

2. Confidentiality

All intellectual property rights relating to plans, drawings, designs, brands, models or other documents
submitted to the UCI by the manufacturer shall remain the exclusive property of the manufacturer.



3. Approval procedure

1. A request for approval of the wheels must be made to the UCI by the manufacturer and
must meet all conditions.

2. The application for approval must contain the following documents:

a. The signed document “Wheels approval application form”. Please note, a maximum
of one wheelset can be submitted per application form.

b. 2 pictures (from 2 different views) per each wheel (front and/or rear) submitted in
the Wheel approval application form.

c. The signed Declaration of Conformity confirming compliance with the requirements
specified in article 1.3.018 of the UCI regulation. In order to ensure a minimum wheel
impact resistance and to address safety aspects, the UCI explicitly stipulates that all
front and rear wheels used for individual and mass start competitions in the Road,
Track and Cyclo-cross disciplines, regardless of materials, brake systems and other
characteristics, must fulfill the wheel impact test requirements as defined in ISO 4210-
2:2023, section 4.10.7.2.2., paragraph 2. Since these UCI requirements go beyond the
requirements stipulated by ISO 4210, manufacturers are obliged to request approval
by submitting a declaration of conformity to the UCI.

Additional information may be requested from the manufacturer during the approval
procedure.

The Wheel approval application form, images and the Declaration of Conformity must be
submitted via the Online Platform available on the Equipment page of the UCI website:
Equipment | UCI

Copy of the documents available at: Equipment | UCI.

3. On receipt of the application, the UCI will issue an invoice to the manufacturer for the cost
of the procedure, which is 160,- CHF per application. If the application is accepted, and after
reception of the payment, the UCI will grant approval in a form of a certificate to the
manufacturer and by adding the wheel(s) to the UCI List of Approved Wheels. The maximum
duration for the UCI to check documents for approval is 1 month, but is reduced to the
minimum achievable.

5.The name of the approved model, together with the manufacturer’s name, the rim height,
spoke count the date of the approval are added to the UCI List of Approved Wheels, available
from the UCI website. This list will be updated whenever new model is approved and
compliant with commercialisation aspects of Article 1.3.006. The use of the approved model
is permitted in competition from the date of publishing in the UCI List of Approved Wheels
together with the compliance of Article 1.3.006. The UCI List of Approved Wheels will be
updated and can be found at: Equipment | UCI.

6. The UCI will inform the national federations, commissaires and all other stakeholders that
it considers to be concerned via the usual channels.

7. Approval shall lapse automatically should the type or the family of wheel undergo technical
changes and/or developments. In such instances the manufacturer must inform the UCI and
re-apply for approval.


https://www.uci.org/equipment/bh2JJzw1eB0n876rX2iB1
https://www.uci.org/equipment/bh2JJzw1eB0n876rX2iB1
https://www.uci.org/equipment/bh2JJzw1eB0n876rX2iB1

8. Approval may be withdrawn or suspended by the UCI at any time in any of the following
cases:

- of new information reported or coming to light, or experience with the use of the
equipment, which justifies the withdrawal or suspension of approval,;

- evidence comes to light which may reasonably give rise to the belief that examples put on
the market do not conform with the approved type.

9. The UCI has the right but not the obligation to check the quality or the characteristics of
wheels put onto the market. The UCI shall have no liability in this respect, the manufacturer
alone being responsible for the quality and compliance of wheels put onto the market.

10. Commissaires, officials and any other third-party person appointed by the UCI shall forbid
the use of any wheel which seems to them not to conform to an approved type of wheel.
Neither these persons, nor the UCI nor any other cycling body shall incur any liability if a non-
compliant wheel is not identified as such.

11. Approval shall not constitute certification or endorsement by the UCI of the characteristics
of the wheel. It shall constitute only authorisation for use.

4. Process overview

1

e Manufacturer to apply for wheel approval via the Online
Platform

¢ UCI to verify and review the application form, declaration of
conformity and pictures

e UCI to send an invoice / Manufacturer to pay the invoice

* UCI to share the approval certificate to the manufacturer

e Manufacturer to confirm the commercial compliance with
Article 1.3.006

* UCI to update the UCI List of Approved Wheels




