Corinthians 13:4-8

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with

the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there

are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
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Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson

Lord, behold our family here assembled.

We thank you for this place in which we dwell,

for the love that unites us,

for the peace accorded us this day,

for the hope with which we expect the morrow,
for the health, the work, the food,

and the bright skies that make our lives delightful;
for our friends in all parts of the earth.

Amen.
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The Blessing of the Marriage from
The Book of Common Prayer

Most gracious God,

we give You thanks for Your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come
among us,

to be born of a human mother,

and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life.

We thank You, also, for consecrating the union of man and woman i

n his Name.

By the power of Your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of Your blessing
upon this man and this woman.

Defend them from every enemy.

Lead them into all peace

Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their
shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads.

Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in
their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.
Finally, in Your mercy, bring them to that table where Your saints feast forever
in Your heavenly home;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, forever and ever.

Amen.
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Marriage Blessing by Dave Willis

May your marriage always bring glory to God, joy to one another, and
blessings to your family for many generations to come. May love and laughter
fill your hearts and your home for all of the days of your lives. May you face
every challenge hand in hand and side by side knowing that with God's grace,
you'll conquer all obstacles together. May the world be forever a better place

because the two of you fell in love. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Marriage Prayer for Newlyweds
by Dr. Louis H. Evans

O God of love, Thou has established marriage for the welfare and
happiness of mankind. Thine was the plan, and only with Thee can

we work it out with joy.

Bless this husband. Bless him as provider of nourishment and raiment,

and sustain him in all the exactions and pressures of his battle for bread.
May his strength be her protection, his character be her boast and her pride,
and may he so live that she will find in him the haven for which the heart of

woman truly longs.

Bless this loving wife. Giver her tenderness that will make her great, a deep
sense of understanding, and a great faith in Thee. Give her that inner beauty
of soul that never fades, that eternal youth that is found in holding fast the

things that never age.

Teach them that marriage is not living merely for each other; it is two uniting
and joining hands to serve Thee. Give them great spiritual purpose in life. May
they seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and the other

things shall be added unto them.

May they never take each other's love for granted, but always experience that

breathless wonder that exclaims, "Out of all this world, you have chosen me."

When life is done and the sun is setting, may they be found then as now, hand
in hand, still thanking God for each other. May they serve Thee happily,

faithfully, together, until at last one shall lay the other into the arms of God.

This we ask through Jesus Christ, great Lover of our souls.
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Colossians 3:12-17

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which

binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in
your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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Proverbs 3:3-6

Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck,

write them on the tablet of your heart.

Then you will win favor and a good name

in the sight of God and man.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,

and he will make your paths straight.

ZOLA



Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Two are better than one,

because they have a good return for their labor:

If either of them falls down,
one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls

and has no one to help them up.

Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.

But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves.

A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
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