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Lauren Gunderson is a playwright, screenwriter and short story author from 
Atlanta, GA, who lived in NYC before finding San Francisco. Her newest 
play, I and You, was featured at South Coast Rep’s Pacific Playwrights 
Festival this April. Her 2011 3-city rolling world premiere of Exit, Pursued 
By A Bear, was featured in American Theatre Magazine and The Week and 
is published by Playscripts. 
 
Lauren’s first musical, The Amazing Adventures of Dr. Wonderful and Her 
Dog! for The Kennedy Center opened last fall to rave reviews. Her 
play Silent Sky premiered at South Coast Rep 2011. Emilie: La Marquise Du 
Chatelet Defends Her Tonight (Samuel French) was commissioned and 

premiered at South Coast Rep in 2009, running across the country. Fire Work was developed at The O’Neill 
National Playwrights Conference, and is a 2011 winner for Aurora Theatre’s Global Age Project. She is 
commissioned for 2 musicals with The Kennedy Center, a musical with Harry Connick Jr., and new plays for 
South Coast Rep, Crowded Fire, and SF Playhouse. She has developed plays with Second Stage, Red Bull, 
and Primary Stages in NYC; New Rep in Boston; Playwrights Foundation, Crowded Fire, TheatreWorks, 
Aurora Theatre, and The Magic Theatre in San Francisco; Kitchen Dog Theatre in Dallas; Synchronicity, Actor 
Express and Horizon Theatre in Atlanta; JAW at Portland Center Stage in Portland; WORDBridge, Brave New 
Works, and others. She received a Sloan Science Script Award (2008) for her screenplay Grand Unification. 
She teachers and speaks on the intersection of science and theatre, and is in development with MTV for a 
pilot about science fairs. 
 
Her work has received national praise and awards including the Berrilla Kerr Award for American Theatre, 
Global Age Project, Young Playwright’s Award, Eric Bentley New Play Award and Essential Theatre Prize. She 
has been commissioned by The Alliance Theatre’s Collision Project, Marin Theatre Company, Actors Express 
Theatre, Dad’s Garage Theatre, Theatrical Outfit, City University of New York and Synchronicity 
Performance Group. Leap was published with Theatre Emory’s Playwriting Center (2004), and her first 
collection of plays, Deepen The Mystery: Science and the South Onstage, is published with iUniverse (2006). 
She has developed plays with Second Stage and Primary Stages in NYC, New Rep in Boston, Playwrights 
Foundation, Crowded Fire, Aurora Theatre, and The Magic Theatre in San Francisco, Kitchen Dog Theatre in 
Dallas, Actor Express and Horizon Theatre in Atlanta, JAW/West in Portland, WORDBridge, Brave New Works, 
and others. She received a Sloan Science Script Award (2008) for her screenplay Grand 
Unification. Leap was published with Theatre Emory’s Playwriting Center (2004), and her short story, “The 
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Ascending Life”, won the Norembega Short Fiction Award and was published in the anthology, The Shape of 
Content; her science play Background was published in ISOTOPE: A Journal of Nature and Science Writing. 
Her string theory poem “Hook of a Number” was published in the anthology Riffing On Strings. 
 
She has spoken nationally and internationally on the intersection of science and theatre and Arts Activism. 
She is a Playwright in Resident at The Playwrights Foundation, a Dramatists Guild member, and was a 
member of Just Theatre’s New Play Lab. She writes for The Huffington Post 
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lauren-gunderson), The Wall Street Journal 
(http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204531404577052180412448266.html), and 
tweets @LaLaTellsAStory.  

 
She received her MFA in Dramatic Writing at NYU Tisch, where she was also a Reynolds Fellow in Social 
Entrepreneurship. 


