Technical Note No. 0002 LP
Staple Attachment of LP® SmartSide® .
Sofflt/Rated Sheathing in Open Soffits BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Louisiana-Pacific clearly states in its installation instructions for LP® SmartSide® Soffit “Do Not
Use Staples”. This restriction is aimed at closed soffit applications where our panel is installed
finished side down beneath horizontal framing to box in the tails of the rafters.

For open soffit applications, our installation instructions direct installers to their local building
code. For open soffit applications, LP® SmartSide® Soffit must bear an additional dual mark
Rated Sheathing because the panel is carrying roof load as structural sheathing. The
attachment requirements of structural sheathing are governed by the model building code.
From the International Residential Code, Table R602.3 (1) — Fastening Schedule for Structural
Members and Table R602.3 (2) — Alternate Attachments say staples (16 ga. with 7/16” min.
crown and 1-3/4” legs) may be used to install roof sheathing but must be spaced no more than
3” o.c. at panel ends and 6” at intermediate supports. If the staple is 15 ga., then the minimum
schedule is 4” and 8”. Other code reports may apply, and the installation would be governed by
the provisions of that report.

©2026 Louisiana-Pacific Corporation. All rights reserved. ADDRESS 1610 West End Ave.
All trademarks are owned by Louisiana-Pacific Corporation Suite 200

Nashville, TN
Date Created: 12-01-14 TEL 1-888-820-0325
Last Revision: 09-01-26 WEB LPCorp.com

Page 1of 1



