
FAST FACTS 
KEY
The Exporter Supply Chain 
Assurance System  
(ESCAS) means exporters are 
responsible for the welfare of 
livestock in-market, to the point 
of slaughter. 

The Livestock Global 
Assurance Program 
(LGAP) takes ESCAS to the next 
level, with higher standards, 
better reporting and greater 
accountability for animal 
welfare in market. 
 
The Australian Standards for 
the Export of Livestock 
(ASEL) outline strict 
requirements around animal 
welfare from Australian farms 
to arrival in market.
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OCTOBER 2013 OCTOBER 2016

JUNE 2011 DECEMBER 2012 JUNE 2015 JUNE 2019 NOVEMBER 2020

First LIVEXchange 
conference, sharing industry 
progress with supply chain 

participants.

Exporters vote to set up an  
in-market quality assurance system 

(later known as LGAP), including 
international Standards and independent 

audits along the supply chain. 

Minister announces 
a ban on live cattle 

exports to Indonesia.

ESCAS roll-out completed – covering 
cattle, sheep and goats exported for 

slaughter to all markets.

Industry begins a series of related 
projects to define scientifically valid 

indicators of animal welfare for use on 
live export ships.

LiveCorp trials dehumidification 
technology on a livestock ship 

in the Middle East.

Animal welfare indicators included 
in ASEL 3.0 reporting requirements. 
Industry-wide data collection system 

called LIVEXCollect released. Australia is the only 
country providing 
post-sales support 
for exported 
livestock.

JULY 2011
Confronting footage 

from Indonesia aired on 
Australian TV.

ESCAS regulations 
finalised, allowing trade 
to Indonesia to re-open

AUGUST 2019
Industry signs an MoU to help the 

Vietnamese government develop animal 
welfare systems and standards for 

all Vietnamese cattle, consistent with 
Australian standards.

PRESENT

Local Animal Welfare 
Officers appointed in every 
approved feedlot and 
abattoir in Indonesia to 
oversee compliance with 
ESCAS and provide training.

Stunning used by more than 
90% of Indonesian abattoirs 
approved to slaughter 
Australian cattle.

12,000 people trained in 
animal handling, husbandry 
and slaughter practices in 
overseas markets between 
2011 and 2018.

Australia exports around a 
million cattle to more than 
20 countries each year.

Around 99.9% of cattle 
exported from Australia 
arrive safely at their 
destination – a rate that has 
been maintained for more 
than a decade.

Farmers retain 40-57% 
of the revenue generated 
in Australia by live cattle 
exports.

A DECADE OF CHANGE 
IN LIVE EXPORTS


