
RESOLUTION MSC.478(102) 
(adopted on 5 November 2020) 

  
AMENDMENTS TO PART B OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING, CERTIFICATION 

AND WATCHKEEPING CODE (STCW CODE) 
  
THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 
  
RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 
  
RECALLING ALSO regulation I/1.2.4 of the International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 (the 1978 STCW Convention), regarding the 
procedure for amendments to part B (recommendatory part) of the Seafarers' Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping Code (STCW Code), 
  
NOTING THAT the List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the 1978 STCW 
Convention, as set out in table B-I/2 of the STCW Code, should provide updated and clear 
guidance for STCW Parties, Administrations, PSC authorities, recognized organizations and other 
relevant parties, 
  
HAVING CONSIDERED, at its 102nd session, amendments to part B of the STCW Code 
proposed by the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping at its sixth 
session, 
  
1          ADOPTS amendments to part B of the STCW Code, the text of which is set out in the 
annex to the present resolution; 
  
2          RECOMMENDS that Parties use the amendments to part B of the STCW Code as 
recommended guidance for the implementation, application and enforcement of measures to give 
the Convention full and complete effect in a uniform manner; 
  
3          DETERMINES that said amendments should become effective on 1 January 2021. 

  
ANNEX 

  
AMENDMENTS TO PART B OF THE SEAFARERS' TRAINING, CERTIFICATION 

AND WATCHKEEPING CODE (STCW CODE)* 
________________ 
*    Tracked changes have been created using "strikeout" for deleted text and "grey shading" to highlight all 

modifications and new insertions, including deleted text. 
  
CHAPTER I – Guidance regarding general provisions 
  
1          "Table B-I/2" in section B-I/2 is replaced by the following: 
  

"Table B-I/2 

http://rise.odessa.ua/texts/PDNV_2010e.php3
http://rise.odessa.ua/texts/Kodeks_PDNV_2010e.php3


  
List of certificates or documentary evidence required under the STCW Convention 

  
The list below identifies all certificates or documentary evidence described in the Convention 
which authorize the holder to serve in certain capacities, perform certain duties or functions or be 
assigned certain responsibilities on board ships. The certificates are subject to the requirements of 
regulation I/2 regarding language and their availability in original form. 
  
The list also references the relevant regulations and the requirements for endorsement, registration 
and revalidation. 
  

Regula- 
tions 

Type of 
certificate or 
documentary 
evidence and 

brief 
description 

Seafarers required 
to hold the 

certificate or 
documentary 

evidence 

Endorsement 
attesting 

recognition 
of a 

certificate 
required1 

Registration 
required2 

Revalidation 
of a 

certificate or 
maintenance 

of the 
required 

standard of 
competence3 

II/1, 
II/2, 
II/3, 
III/1, 
III/2, 
III/3, 
III/6, 
IV/2, 
VII/2 

Certificate of 
Competency4 

Masters, officers 
and GMDSS radio 
operators 

Yes Yes Yes5 

II/4, 
II/5, 
III/4, 
III/5, 
III/7, 
VII/2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency 

Ratings forming 
part of a 
navigational or 
engine-room watch 
(other than those 
under training or 
whose duties are of 
an unskilled 
nature), and ratings 
serving as able 
seafarer deck, able 
seafarer engine or 
electrotechnical 
rating 

No Yes No 

  



V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to a 
Certificate of 
Competency – 
Basic training 
for oil and 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Officers assigned 
specific duties and 
responsibilities related 
to cargo or cargo 
equipment on board 
tankers 

Yes Yes Yes5 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to a 
Certificate of 
Competency – 
Advanced 
training for oil, 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Masters, chief engineer 
officers, chief mates, 
second engineer 
officers and any officer 
with immediate 
responsibility for 
loading, discharging, 
care in transit, 
handling of cargo, tank 
cleaning or other 
cargo-related 
operations on board 
tankers 

Yes Yes Yes5 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
an existing 
Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training 
for oil and 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 
tanker cargo 
operations 

Ratings assigned 
specific duties and 
responsibilities related 
to cargo or cargo 
equipment on board 
tankers 

No Yes No 

V/1-1, 
V/1-2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency or 
endorsement to 
an existing 
Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for oil, 
chemical or 
liquefied gas 

Any person, other than 
masters and officers, 
with immediate 
responsibility for 
loading, discharging, 
care in transit, 
handling of cargo, tank 
cleaning or other 
cargo-related 

No Yes No 



tanker cargo 
operations 

operations on board 
tankers 

V/2 
Documentary 
evidence – 
Safety training 

Personnel providing 
direct service to 
passengers in 
passenger spaces on 
board passenger ships 

No No No 

  

V/2 

Documentary 
evidence – 
Passenger ship 
crowd 
management 
training 

Masters, officers, 
ratings qualified in 
accordance with 
chapters II, III and VII 
and other personnel 
designated on the 
muster list to assist 
passengers in 
emergency situations 
on board passenger 
ships 

No No Yes6 

V/2 

Documentary 
evidence – 
Crisis 
management 
and human 
behaviour 
training 

Masters, chief engineer 
officers, chief mates, 
second engineer 
officers and any person 
designated on the 
muster list of having 
responsibility for the 
safety of passengers in 
emergency situations 
on board passenger 
ships 

No No Yes6 



V/2 

Documentary 
evidence – 
Passenger 
safety, cargo 
safety and hull 
integrity 
training 

Masters, chief engineer 
officers, chief mates, 
second engineer 
officers and every 
person assigned 
immediate 
responsibility for 
embarking and 
disembarking 
passengers, for loading, 
discharging or securing 
cargo, or for closing 
hull openings on board 
ro-ro passenger ships 

No No Yes6 

V/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training 
for service on 
ships subject to 
the IGF Code 

Seafarers responsible 
for designated safety 
duties associated with 
the care, use or in 
emergency response to 
the fuel on board ships 
subject to the IGF 
Code 

No Yes Yes6 

V/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for 
service on ships 
subject to the 
IGF Code 

Masters, engineer 
officers and all 
personnel with 
immediate 
responsibility for the 
care and use of fuels 
and fuel systems on 
ships subject to the IGF 
Code 

No Yes Yes6 

  

V/4 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Basic training for 
ships operating in 
polar waters 

Masters, chief mates and 
officers in charge of a 
navigational watch on 
ships operating in polar 
waters, as required by 
the Polar Code 

No Yes Yes5 

V/4 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Advanced 
training for ships 
operating in polar 
waters 

Masters and chief mates 
on ships operating in 
polar waters, as required 
by the Polar Code 

No Yes Yes5 



VI/1 
Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Basic training 

Seafarers employed or 
engaged in any capacity 
on board ship on the 
business of that ship as 
part of the ship's 
complement with 
designated safety or 
pollution-prevention 
duties in the operation of 
the ship 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/2 

Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Survival craft and 
rescue boats other 
than fast rescue 
boats 

Seafarers designated to 
operate survival craft 
and rescue boats other 
than fast rescue boats 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/2 
Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Fast rescue boats 

Seafarers designated to 
operate fast rescue boats No Yes Yes8 

VI/3 

Certificate of 
Proficiency7 – 
Advanced fire 
fighting 

Seafarers designated to 
control fire-fighting 
operations 

No Yes Yes8 

VI/4 
Certificate of 
Proficiency7, 11 – 
Medical first aid 

Seafarers designated to 
provide medical first aid 
on board ship 

No Yes No 

VI/4 
Certificate of 
Proficiency11 – 
Medical care 

Seafarers designated to 
take charge of medical 
care on board ship 

No Yes No 

VI/5 

Certificate of 
Proficiency – 
Ship security 
officer 

Seafarers designated as 
ship security officer No Yes No 

 


