Co-investors v B Housing and COPRO obtain building permit for
the Wilhelminian GLINT ensemble
For 15 years, the Wilhelminian GLINT ensemble has stood empty. Now real
estate developer COPRO has obtained permission to revitalise the four listed
residential and commercial buildings on the corner of Glinka and
Taubenstrasse.
Berlin, 12th November 2018 – After the previous owner had only carried out the works
necessary to secure and maintain the safety of the ensemble today known as GLINT,
COPRO began planning its revitalisation and expansion concept soon after acquiring
the property in June 2016. The city of Berlin granted the real estate developer the
building permit to develop GLINT following close consultation with the city planning
and listed building protection authorities.

GLINT’s careful revitalisation
The project will be realised by COPRO and von Bothmer Architects. The construction
team will combine the individual existing buildings to form an ensemble as part of the
broader refurbishment and expansion work. “GLINT will be carefully revitalised in close
coordination with the Berlin Monument Protection Authority. Our goal is to preserve
the historical core and charm of this architectural jewel and to apply our eye for detail
to carefully adapt it to contemporary requirements,” Nadir J. Guediri, Managing
Director of COPRO Projektentwicklung GmbH, explains. The ground floor of GLINT
will house six commercial units. The property will feature 69 apartments along with
community spaces, including a courtyard oasis and fireside lounge. All apartments will
be fitted with smart home technology. There is also a trend-setting mobility concept
that includes e-bikes and e-mobility parking spaces. The four existing buildings will be
expanded into the courtyard with a new-build extension. Meanwhile, an apartment
store located within the ensemble grants interested parties an early opportunity to get
an idea of how the apartment interiors will look once complete. The store also provides
space for meetings with potential buyers as well as special events.
A hotbed of culture – even before construction begins
Construction is scheduled to begin in the first half of 2019 and is expected to take three
years. GLINT is being used for cultural purposes even before construction begins, as
co-investors v B Housing and COPRO have made the property available to artists for
use as an exhibition space. For example, GLINT formed the backdrop for ‘Standard
International #5: Spatial Manifestation’, a group exhibition from 22 September to 20
October 2018 to present sculptures, artworks, and environments that primarily

represented the material aesthetic of Berlin’s post-reunification period. Rüdiger Lange,
pioneer of the Berlin art scene, is the curator and artistic director of all these projects.

25 years of property development expertise
COPRO has been developing challenging real estate projects since 1993. The
company’s work covers the entire real estate value chain: from conceiving project
ideas through to development, implementation and completion, followed by the sale
and subsequent management of the properties. The strength of the ongoing
collaboration between COPRO and von Bothmer Architects is already evident in the
success of previous projects to revitalise the Imperial Post Office in Berlin Zehlendorf
and a residential as well as loft building in Berlin Kreuzberg, not far from the River
Spree. COPRO also worked with TPA Real Estate Brands to develop the GLINT book.
Through expressive images, impressive renderings and well-researched texts, this
attractive coffee-table book enables the reader to experience the awakening of the
Wilhelminian ensemble even before work begins. The project won the Red Dot Design
Award 2018 as well as the European Property Award 2018/2019. The GLINT
development was also awarded the prestigious gold certification by the German
Sustainable Building Council (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Nachhaltiges Bauen e.V.).

Information on COPRO
COPRO is an independent real estate developer and investor with projects located
primarily in and around Berlin and Stuttgart. Founded by Marc F. Kimmich 25 years
ago in Berlin and managed by Kimmich to this day, COPRO specialises in the
development of complex property development projects and renovation of exceptional
residential, office, and commercial properties, many of which are listed historical
buildings. The company’s services cover a property’s entire life cycle, with special
expertise in project development, sales and services, renting and property
management.
COPRO manages a fast-growing real estate portfolio that currently comprises 22
properties. These cover a combined total space of more than 70.000 square metres,
of which about two thirds are commercial, and the other third are residential. Portfolio
highlights include Kaiserbau on Marienplatz in Stuttgart, originally built in 1911; the
Geisberg Berlin development, a residential project based around an innovative
community concept within a former post office in Berlin’s Schöneberg district; and the
transformation of the historical complex building GLINT in Berlin’s Mitte district.
COPRO is also establishing a solid reputation in urban planning, as demonstrated by
the Urbane Mitte Am Gleisdreieck – an abandoned 4.3-hectare site that will have a
total planned usable area of 119.000 square metres. Just a stone’s throw from
Potsdamer Platz, Urbane Mitte is set to become a modern and dynamic urban district.
As a responsible developer, COPRO takes a holistic approach to every property.
Throughout its 25 years in business, the company has dedicated itself to creating
spaces worth living and working in. With maximum attention to quality, innovation,
service, and sustainability, COPRO’s developments are designed to satisfy the highest
standards and individual requirements. Numerous projects around the company’s
headquarters and project locations are designed to serve the public good. These are
an integral part of COPRO’S corporate culture and have been since the company’s
founding, reflecting its long-standing commitment to social engagement and building
communities.
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