
Truck Classification 

If a trailer is towed and the Gross Combination Weight Rating (GCWR) 
of the vehicle and trailer exceeds 10,000 lbs., the truck may require 
DOT compliance.

Class 1 Light Duty | GVWR: 6,000 lbs. or less

If a trailer is towed and the GCWR of the vehicle and trailer exceeds 
10,000 lbs., the truck may require DOT compliance.

Class 2 Light Duty | GVWR: 6,001 to 10,000 lbs.

All trucks and vans from Class 3-8 require DOT compliance.
Class 3 Medium Duty | GVWR: 10,001 to 14,000 lbs.

All trucks and vans from Class 3-8 require DOT compliance.
Class 4 Medium Duty | GVWR: 14,001 to 16,000 lbs.

TRUCK TYPE | GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING (GVWR)

All trucks and vans from Class 3-8 require DOT compliance.
Class 5 Medium Duty | GVWR: 16,001 to 19,500 lbs.
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TRUCK TYPE | GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING (GVWR)

TRUCK CLASSIFICATION

7915_0620

Class A Commercial Driver License (CDL) is required if pulling  
a trailer over 10,000 lbs. GVWR.

Class 6 Medium Duty | GVWR: 19,501 to 26,000 lbs.

Class B CDL is required, and a Class A CDL is required if pulling  
a trailer over 10,000 lbs. GVWR.

Class 7 Medium Duty | GVWR: 26,001 to 33,000 lbs.

Class A CDL is required if pulling a trailer over 10,000 lbs. GVWR  
and Class B CDL without the trailer.

Class 8 Heavy Duty | GVWR: over 33,000 lbs.
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CDL license classification requirements vary by state and in some cases 
local jurisdiction. It is very important to closely review the federal, state and 
local requirements to avoid compliance problems. 

For more information about truck leasing and services, contact us at  
(800) 665-9744 or elementfleet.com.


