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AMT - The Association For Manufacturing Technology and SME Announce New
Strategic Partnership in Workforce Development

SOUTHFIELD, Mich., Sept. 8, 2023 — AMT — The Association For Manufacturing
Technology and SME announced a strategic partnership today, making bigger strides
together toward solving North America’s manufacturing workforce challenges. The two
organizations have been longtime collaborators on advancing manufacturing, and this
partnership focuses on leveraging the strengths and resources of each organization for
the betterment and advancement of the industry through three key areas: workforce
development, educational products and services and student events.

A key cornerstone of this partnership included welcoming Greg Jones, former AMT vice
president, Smartforce Development, to the workforce development team of SME as
director, strategic programs and partnerships, where he will report to Jeannine Kunz,
chief workforce development officer at SME.

“Workforce development continues to be one of the most important factors affecting our
members and the manufacturing community, so it makes sense to combine our forces in
this area to scale solutions,” said Douglas K. Woods, president and chief executive
officer at AMT. “Greg Jones has dedicated his career to this effort and now joins forces
with Jeannine Kunz and her team at SME to accelerate their collective impact.”

AMT’s education products and services will now be owned and operated by SME, which
will leverage the existing strength and industry leadership of Tooling U-SME, the
organization’s workforce development area. The AMT programs migrating to SME
include the Certified Manufacturing Technology Sales Engineer (CMTSE) program, the
MT Sales Fundamentals program, and additional AMT e-learning products in the area of
transformational technologies. They will remain available to AMT members and to the
manufacturing community more broadly through Tooling U-SME. Both organizations
recognized the opportunity to incorporate AMT’s education products and services into
the expansive learning and development solutions of Tooling U-SME, which include its
powerful learning management system. This provides manufacturers with greater value
through one access point to a larger and more integrated solution to meet their needs.

“This is a key indicator of our belief that unprecedented collaboration is required at this
time to fully address the current and near-term education and workforce development
challenges facing manufacturers in North America,” Kunz said. “There are a tremendous



number of valuable programs happening across the United States, and the more we
can amplify, align, and strengthen one another, the more impactful we can be for
individuals, educators, employers, and communities.”

AMT is well known for its expansive IMTS — The International Manufacturing Technology
Show, which is held every other year in Chicago and where the Smartforce Student
Summit convenes. The Smartforce Student Summit is dedicated to showcasing the
manufacturing technology classroom of the future to educators and students through an
engaging, hands-on, and memorable experience. Serving over 100,000 students and
educators over the years, the Student Summit is designed to inspire students to seek an
education pathway in STEM and lead them to a career in manufacturing.

The Student Summit aligns strongly to SME’s mission as well, and it is no surprise that
SME and AMT identified coproducing the Student Summit at IMTS 2024 as another
important pillar of its announcement to partner in workforce development.

“Expanding our existing partnership with AMT on producing the MT Series and Smart
Manufacturing Experience events to include collaborating on workforce development is
exactly what nonprofits should continuously aim to do when it benefits the industry,” said
Bob Willig, executive director and chief executive officer at SME. “We are particularly
excited to work with AMT on coproducing the Smartforce Student Summit at IMTS 2024
centered around our shared vision for the ‘manufacturing technology classroom of the
future.”

About AMT

Established in 1902, AMT — The Association For Manufacturing Technology represents
U.S.-based providers of manufacturing technology — the advanced machinery, devices,
and digital equipment that U.S. manufacturing relies on to be productive, innovative,
and competitive. Located in McLean, Virginia, near the nation’s capital, AMT acts as the
industry’s voice to speed the pace of innovation, increase global competitiveness, and
develop manufacturing’s advanced workforce of tomorrow. With extensive expertise in
industry data and intelligence, as well as a full complement of international business
operations, AMT offers its members an unparalleled level of support. AMT also
produces IMTS — The International Manufacturing Technology Show, the premier
manufacturing technology event in North America. AMTonline.org

About SME
Established in 1932 as a nonprofit organization, SME represents the entire North

American manufacturing industry, including manufacturers, academia, professionals,
students, and the communities in which they operate. Together we share one common
belief: Manufacturing holds the key to economic growth and prosperity.

SME accelerates new technology adoption and inspires and builds North America’s
talent and capabilities in order to advance manufacturing as a diverse, thriving and


https://www.amtonline.org/home

valued ecosystem that drives competitiveness, resiliency and national security. We
believe in technology's power and humanity's innovation to advance our society and
meet many national challenges. We design new ways to understand and solve
problems, and our solutions advance the next wave of innovation and growth. Learn
more at SME.org, or follow SME on X/Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram.

About Tooling U-SME

Tooling U-SME is the manufacturing industry’s leading workforce development solution
provider. Delivering versatile, competency-based learning and development solutions to
the manufacturing community, Tooling U-SME works with thousands of companies,
including more than half of all Fortune 500® manufacturers, plus 1,000 educational and
workforce institutions across North America. Tooling U-SME partners with customers to
build high performers who help their companies drive quality, productivity, innovation
and employee satisfaction, as well as with educators to prepare the next-generation
workforce with industry-driven curriculum and certification. Visit ToolingU.com to learn
more, or follow Tooling U-SME on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn.

About IMTS

IMTS — International Manufacturing Technology Show — The largest and longest running
manutacturing technology trade show in the United States is held every other year at
McCormick Place in Chicago, lll. IMTS 2024 will run Sept. 9-14. IMTS is ranked among
the largest trade shows in the world. IMTS is recognized as one of the world’s
preeminent stages for introducing and selling manufacturing equipment and technology
as well as connecting the industry’s supply chain. IMTS attracts visitors from every level
of industry and more than 117 countries. IMTS 2022 had 86,307 registrants, 1,212,806
net square feet of exhibit space, 1,602 booths, and 1,816 exhibiting companies. IMTS is
owned and produced by AMT — The Association For Manufacturing Technology.
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