MAPPING MIGRATION:

Major European Migration Flows
from the 1990s to Present

As Europe grapples with an unprecedented refugee crisis, Eastern European countries - including
Hungary, Romania, Slovakia and the Czech Republic - have objected to a European Union (EU)
quota plan for distributing refugees, most of them Syrians fleeing violent conflict.

Eastern Europedn counftries were at the center of migration flows in the early 1990s. The collapse
of the Soviet Union 25 years ago caused massive movement of people within the former Soviet
ploc and from east to west. War in the former Yugoslavia later prompted scores of refugees 1o
flee o Western Europe. At the time, the Yugoslayv refugee crisis was refermred to as Europe’s worst
since WWII - a refrain used once agdin to describe todaay's crisis.

The fall of the Iron Curtain sparked Three million "Aussiedler"
an influx of "Aussiedler" immigrants settled in Germany
to Germany 69% came from the former Soviet Union,
"Aussiedler’ are ethnic Germans from 22% from Poland and 8% from Romania

Eastern and Cenftral Europe and the former
Soviet Union

Displacement in Yugoslavia

Over /700,000 fled war-torn Yugoslavia for
the EU; 400,000 resettled in Germany

mid-1990s

Tens of thousands of refugees have entered Hungary

Hungary has erected a fence along its border with Serbiaq,
forcing thousands to find alternate paths to the EU

2015

Under new quota plan®, the four Visegrﬁd states
and Romania will accept 25,000%* refugees

14 countries — including Romania, Poland, Slovakia
and the Czech Republic — must accept more dasylum
applications; Germany, Austria and Hunhgary have
diready accepted far more than required

*EU interior ministers Tu approved plon o redocaote 120,000 migroanis ocross the confinent in the nexd two yeors. This i in addition 1o a guota of 40,000 migronis ogreed vpon in June.
**The prograrm relocates onby 120,000 asylum seekers and does not copiure the octual number of refuegees cumently or expected in fronHine couninies.
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