
Advancing childhood cancer therapeutics – the C-Further network and its value proposition

Fundamental science Clinical trialsTranslational science

● Non-dilutive funding   ● Expertise   ● Capabilities or network   ● Partnering framework   ● Equity funding

Unsure about the next step?
Drop us a line now: 
info@c-further.org

Research Grants ● GLOBAL
Grants for uncovering fundamental 
cancer biology

Childhood Therapeutic Catalyst ● ● ● GLOBAL
Grants up to $330k/£250k and lab capabilities to test if a 
fundamental discovery can become a viable therapeutic 
project (target, modality, mechanism validation)

Centre for Drug Development ● ● ● ● GLOBAL
Dedicated funding and resources for clinical trials design, 
sponsorship, and execution

Cancer Grand Challenges ● ● GLOBAL
$26m/£20m global prize specifically designed to unite international teams against “unsolvable” cancer hurdles with a focus on solid tumours

Experimental Cancer Medicine Centres ● ● GLOBAL  
UK-wide network of 17 adult and 12 paediatric centres,  
jointly funded by 6 partners, providing the specialised staff  
and beds needed to physically run trials

Ventures & entrepreneurship support ● ● ● ● GLOBAL
Oncology-specific entrepreneurship trainings and seed fund that provides  
the very first financial check and IP expertise to spin out startups

VIVO Biobank ● GLOBAL  
UK’s dedicated paediatric tissue bank providing access to high-quality tissue, blood, and bone marrow samples for all childhood cancer research

Childhood Cancer Translational Challenge ● ● ● GLOBAL
Targeted collaboration, translational expertise and funding to drive the development of life-changing innovations  
for children with cancer through better treatments, better trials and better decisions

Ventures support ● ● ● GLOBAL
Series A/B rounds to scale up paediatric 
biotechs and reach global markets

National Research Project Grants ● UK ONLY
Research projects focused on paediatric, rare or complex disease

National Research Programme Grants ● UK ONLY
Research projects focused on paediatric, rare or complex disease

Translational Research Accelerator Grants ● ● 
Specialised milestone-driven funding to move rare disease 
ideas toward the clinic – operating in the “Target Validation  
to Proof of Concept” phase

National Cancer Clinical Trial Fund ● UK ONLY
$8m/£6m fund specifically focused on moving “ready-to 
-go” UK discoveries into early-phase paediatric trials

Rare Disease Clinical Trials Programme ● ● GLOBAL  
Up to $7m/£5m in funding and specialist support to fast-track  
innovative rare disease treatments, through clinical trials to  
reach patients within five years

C-Further ● ● ● ● GLOBAL
International “child-first” drug discovery consortium that 
manages the entire mid-stage pipeline (Hit ID to Lead Op)  
with a dedicated $50m/£37m pool

UK ONLY
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Advancing childhood cancer therapeutics – the C-Further network and its value proposition

Fundamental science Drug discovery & translation Clinical trials Business & ventures

“I want to protect my IP and spin out an 
oncology startup…” 

“I have a drug ready or nearly ready for 
its very first trial in humans…” 

“I have a project and need to prove it can 
become a viable drug…”  

“I have a big idea about cancer biology…”  

“My biotech is ready for Series A or B 
scaling…” 

“I have a validated target or early 
asset and want to develop a dedicated 
paediatric therapeutic…”  

“I want to address a global, ‘unsolvable’ 
oncology challenge…” 

C-Further for “child-first” drug discovery

Cancer Grand Challenges  
for $26m/£20m  
international  
team awards 

Therapeutic Catalyst  
for $330k/£250k and 
access to Cancer Research 
Horizons’ discovery labs

Grants  
for research support

“I am interested in partnering to drive 
translational or clinical innovation through 
better treatments, trials or decisions…”  

“I need rare paediatric samples to prove  
my hypothesis…” 

“I’m a UK researcher with an innovation 
ready for translation…”  

“I’m a UK researcher who wants to study 
rare or complex paediatric disease…”  

“I’m a UK researcher looking to make a 
step-change in paediatric rare disease…”  

LifeArc Translational  
Challenge

VIVO Biobank   
for the UK’s dedicated  
paediatric tissue and  
data repository

Translational Research  
Accelerator Grants    
for milestone-driven grants  
to reach the clinic

National Cancer Clinical Trial Fund  
for dedicated paediatric  
clinical trial bridge-funding

LifeArc Ventures  
for professional VC equity  
investment and global  
network access

ECMC Paediatric Network   
for the national infrastructure  
of 12 specialist centres

Ventures & entrepreneurship support  
for the first pre-seed check  
and “incubator” expertise

Rare Disease Clinical  
Trials Programme

Centre for Drug Development    
to have the trial fully  
managed and funded

National Research Project Grants  
for paediatric  
research support  

National Research Programme Grants  
for long-term,  
high-value funding

“I am a UK researcher and I need a grant 
to move a paediatric cancer discovery 
into an early phase UK trial…” 

“I need funding, advice to progress my 
innovations through clinical trials…” 

“I need the physical staff and beds to run  
a paediatric trial in the UK…” 

Unsure about the next step?
Drop us a line now: info@c-further.org
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